
\~~j(Toopsreduction;in Kashmir ~
T

" ,';lje recent,~d\mceriient by tip\~clearly.,highli~t that.tlte ;m- " "tive interests in South Asia, Another aspect of this develop-
" "tber Indian 'PrimeMPet: nQuncemelltoftroopsreducti9nhas PervaizlqbalCheema Asfar as the levelof troops with. merit is that move came in the wake
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Islamabad' drawalis concerned,theprintmedia of rresident Musharra!'~,p~oposal
. '" ': tr09P$inJhe (\jsp~tedtem,. Singh'sschetluled,\7iSiLP)K~hmir. 'Policy ResearchInstitUte has alreadyreportedthe numberof that heputforwardfor lIUtiationof a

\°17 {)fKasluniHsJnde~d a step U\ SPtcehis visit to the di$pute4 state, ,', . troops to be withdrawn. Most Pak. debate, Again,it refl!,!ctsthe earnest
tigh~,ilirectidp.ItwOuldcertainly,pro-hIlSbeenpoStponedcoupleoftirnes " , ,plcheema@lpnak,org, istanis do not anticipatethat sub- desires of both leaders to take the
viMth,e ,desih;~lioostto tlJe,peace before, th~move is mf!a!l.tto gauge, pIe unwritteIiunderstanding between stantiv(! number of troops would be process forward. The initial Indian
process. Accbrdingto him the ~tqa- the reactipn of the Kaslunirisand par- the two adversariesto a treaty.Ajour~ withdrawn. Reports published so far reaction to President Musharraf's
tion ~'Kashinir'ha8 considerably 1m- tiCUlarlythat ,oftheAPH(:(All Parties ney from a I;impleunderstanding to indicatethat around 40,000 troops be proposal ",as somewhat cool. How-
provtd~ltich eriabledthe ~gov. Hurriyat;Copfereqce).1,'o>assessbow the signing of treaty could be viewed 'withdrawn. Prime Minister Manmo- ever the recent reports clearly indi-
~rmnent tq'iopt for reduction of the 'AHPGl~adersbip WQuidrece~ve asp~ of theCBM process provided haIl,Sutgbhas a,1readystated, 'we can- cate that InGlaappears to be willing
'trOopSpeploYed'\rithe dispU~statef ihe move. }I('positive, he would 'go confidence is generated between the riot affC)~pto relax our vigil. We are to consider,Presldent Mus~arraf's

, The incre~sed,~conomicactlyitiesaheadW\th~ep~ed \1sit:.Ifnega... adve~es,at variousstages,of pro- awarethat infiltrationattemptsfrom, proposal if it is formallY made
along wi;tti contl~uously incr~aSing tive, i\e m~Ybaveto revjsehisdect- gression. However it can be defined across the border and the LOC con-, through diplomatic channels. Indian
tOUrtstSIl!t1ecta, ' era! sense of ~' ston, "> ; " ' asa bilateralor multilateralmeasure tinueandthe infrastructureof terror~ ForeignMinisterNat\j(arSinghsaid,
c'unty amongthe Ie. ,', ' Th~APHCreactionhasbeen1?Ptb that buildconfidence,arreststhe un- ism in the shape of training camps 'Aproposalmadeat filar cannotbe

Thea.nno,uncementwaswelcomednegativfanq positive. W!ille many " ' ' accepted as a formal proposal. If such
, by the PakiStanileadersqip and was within tbe'APHGsaw it a good mQve ' Th
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db th Paidt ' a formal proposal is, made, we will
acknC)wledgedaSa cOnstructivemove ;mdwelcomedit, there are 'otherse~nnO;!I~Cemen ,W~SWe come, ye S a~. lookat it'. PresidenPMusharraihad
th~t couldcer:t~strengtnen' the wbodidnotJook at it sOsymj)atheti- I~adership' and was. acknowledged as ~constructlve move madeit clear'that,hewan~to ~tiate
onWllfd'mO\Tefiierttof ti\e'peliCepro., ~a.1Iy.They~gued tha,tmo~em~
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t of,~ debate.Notonlythe~,have
ceS9!1\\1iilWW~moveihe i!i_e:~1~~or~~~In- ~rt-J'.,J1I,J" ,,",,~fjt., ,,!j~J)jfW!ttr 1, - ',.'::'QOJi')Ju,«idlJtI~' ()'t\\fitl~Rqljffithe la r~Po.ns~v

,=tani'F~~~u\W:Jsnu:~~~::et;n~~i~t ;,the. e,:process'~,,:'wrt!!,,~!~of*the~~~j:\"~!!~08~~~Wl~' a~ '," ,~~,s
"~~'tt1~~ic~ffi~~ ,\;'~by't!\~hllitti~!s'ecu:i\tYfotdli'~:'. ,'" ICi" ~m~JMfjte~ t~l!sla~ab~dwouldbe_~PtionsregardingtheKashIDir'ssolu-
'tlow m:!Cr~. a'c,tual,troQPs;~t~- '~~pe,torture';arb..t~ary~lU'restside.looking.forwardt&ltsphYSICll1maD1festatl0nmterms tions. ,'.
~awal. 'Smwarly.' the, military mructionahdbunungofpropertyare "' t al
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Simll' 'hr th mill't 1.', The next round ofForeignSecre-
sPok~ also welcome4it\!ISaeon. knOWi\to,l:!ethemo$t commonlyem- acu ,lOOPS,,?maw. , ' ar~:,. ~ ' aryspOAesmantariestalksis scheduledto be heldin
ftdeneebuildingmeaSUrEi'(CJJM). played tactics by the Indian forces also welcomed It asaconfidencebuildingllI:easure(CBM) Decemberinwhichit is expectedthat

Giventhe generalperceptions that \Vhilehandling of the Kaslunir's free:- ' , ' substantive discussion on various as-
it ij:positivemQve,theannouncementdomstruggle.Inaddition,theyargue, , peetsof the ongoingKashmirwould
itSelf deserves ,to be8ubjectedtj) that th.e/Kas1uniripoUtical priso~ers desirable drift towards open hostili- and launching bases remains intact' . take place. Already it has been re-
sOmedisCtiSsiOn/Fhegenelalpercepii/"sho\tldalso be re~eased. ties; reduces tensions, and encourage Whether 9r J;l,otthe move is a mere ported that India and Pakistan are
tlonof its being a g()od move is pri. ',Thesecond aspectthat'deseryeto the adversaries to make contact for tokenismor a substantivestill remains likelyto exchangenon-papers regard-
marily'the produCt Of two factors. '~mehtioned here isthat move can negotiations and if the negotiations to be ,seen. J,>erhapsthe best way to ing proposals to resolve the Kashmir
First; the ~ve~pr~,~nt cofdiall).t. !tlSobe viewed a~!a.co.ntinuation of ha~~alreacIr started; then to'further l?okat.it.is.to viewi~as a step"in the dispute s()on.Indeed the ex

,

change of
m~pheIJ mw~ch tfitrtalksbetween t~e e~pressed smcenty that ,~as facilitate the process~ right directi°Il:'Admittedlyle.adersof non-papers w,?uldtake place on mu-
[ndla an!iP;lk!Stan are" conducted' demoIlStrated on 24th, September , APHCwould be very happy if all the tually agreed time frame.
needs to be maintainedahd if poSsi. sti1tefuentin NewYork:Thestatement U

ndoubtedly the announcement" troops are withdrawnto their canton- The recent moves emanating both
ble further strerigthened. In this
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d India augur wellfor
rection both sIdes I!l'E!cautiousIYmal<- ,President Muaharraf and Prime Min- other welconie CBMsthough ers ar~ rele~, but if onE:lo,ok$frPJ;n the,process" Tile momentum of posi-
ing moves that do not in any w~y' ister Manmohan Singh in,New York doubts were expressed about when Indian government's viewpoint such tive approach needs to be maintained.
damage the oveiail atmosphere.Sec- assured both,sides would work sin.' andhC)wmany woula be withdrawn, developmentswould apPi'!arto be lit- Prime MinisterShaukat,Aziz's sched-

; ond, the positive gener;ij,per~eption cerely towards the desired culmin/?-- and whether or not t~e initiativewas tie too early.Even a tiny cont!ribution ul~dJndfa, yisit jp his capacity of
is also reflective,of o\,l!ralIdesir~:of. tion of the peace process. The move indigenous or product of outside made by any constructive move to- S~C:c.hatiman is expected ~ ~e
Indians and Pakistanis who ~ppears c!litbe seen in congruence with the pressures. It is a well-knownfact that wards ,the overallgoal of securing the- the' process forward: DUring'hisVl!Rt
to be convincedthatt1me has <:9ml'!,to expressed desires of the leaders of international copullunity .has been resolution of the disputes needSto be he is likelyto,discuss all issU~s.~o.far
forget the past and get down to the two countries. closely watching the'Indo-Pak peace viewedas positivedevelopment.How- both sides appear to be ¥13mtaining
busines~ of resolving. all their dis- ,~y this !'(lovecan also be seen process and has also been iI\iecting ever it needs to be highlighted that positive'attitude towards the peace
putes.' ",' as another useful Kashmir related useful dOSeSperiOdi

~
'ally.Ever since India maintains over 700,000 thou-process. It is indeed useful to have

Three,other linked~ts of the CBM.It is perhaps t~e first Kashmir the two countries a quired de facto - sand troops in Kashmir andto reduce leaders on qoth sides express periodi.
moveneedto b~'~ent.onedhere.related CBM".;rhetermCBMcoversa l1uc~earweaponsta ,"" , the illterna- themto normalrequirement,itwould callyand,consistentlytheirdetennina-
Manyj)SSeSSmentsof the moveat ~ ~', very large canvas ranging frl>ma soo. tional cmnmunityhas been taking ac- stilltake quite sometime. tion to take the process forwards.


