Karachi’s Monsoon Misery 
Karachi’s voters trusted PPP, MQM, JI, and PTI yet every one of them failed when it mattered. 
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Since the 1980s, Karachi’s monsoon misery has been a broken record: rains flood streets, citizens panic, politicians rush before cameras, and editorials demand a “Charter of Karachi.” Yet the cycle never breaks. Even in 2022, when the then army chief took an aerial view of the flooded city and urged stakeholders to find solutions, the call was forgotten by the next monsoon. Till August 2025, nothing had changed. Just three hours of rain drowned the city, stranding families and costing billions. Like relatives sabotaging a wedding, stakeholders once again wrestled for credit while Karachi sank. The PPP, ruling Sindh for 17 years, bears the heaviest blame for failing to lead, but every player, be it MQM, JI, PTI or federal authorities, all betray voters by prioritizing glory over governance.
Three hours of rain turned Karachi into a swamp, with no shelters, no relief camps, no traffic police. Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah’s rounds with Sharjeel Memon, rarely seen in public, were optics, not action. Imagine if he’d rallied MQM’s Farooq Sattar, JI’s Munim Zafar, and PTI leaders for cross-party relief. Instead, Shah and Mayor Murtaza Wahab peddled lies: “250 mm rain overwhelmed our 40 mm drains” or “this happens in Mumbai.” Such nonsense doesn’t fix flooded lanes, it only infuriates voters.
Karachi’s stakeholders are wrestlers fighting for credit, not leaders solving problems. The PPP, ruling Sindh since 2008, holds the city’s fate but shows no interest. In his third term, Murad Ali Shah dismissed a citizen’s plea during floods with a curt, “Stay quiet, I’ll come later.”
Mayor Murtaza Wahab, stripped of real authority by the Sindh Local Government Act (SLGA) 2013, which reduced the mayor’s role to beautifying parks and cleaning drains, still found time to bicker with JI’s Munim Zafar over funds. Wahab questioning JI towns’ spending, Zafar demanded audits of PPP-controlled ones. Was this the time for audits or for easing misery?
Unlike Mustafa Kamal, who under Musharraf’s CDGK system commanded real authority and funds, both MQM’s Wasim Akhtar and Wahab have faced powerlessness. Wahab’s rainy-day road visits offer optics but no planning authority. If they lack power, why not resign? Voters ask why these parties cling to titles, wrestling for credit over trash collection while the city drowns.
MQM, who called themselves Karachi’s “sons” while celebrating 22 National Assembly seats, failed to deliver. Farooq Sattar complained that the Prime Minister phoned Shah, not Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui, valuing protocol over people. Though, MQM-P backed Sindh Governor Kamran Tessori provided rescue and opened the Governor’s House as a shelter, yet spent more energy blaming PPP, forgetting he is a representative of President Asif Ali Zardari, appointed by a PPP-backed PM. So the MQM’s criticism while sitting in alliance with PPP rings hollow.
PTI, with councilors in local government, offered only tweets, not relief. Where were their workers during the crisis, beyond cashing in on PPP’s failures? Federal authorities, Karachi Port Trust (KPT), Railways, Civil Aviation, earned from Karachi but did nothing. Seven cantonment boards, including DHA, hoarded resources. In this wrestling ring, no one lets the other win, even if Karachi loses.
Karachi has vast resources: the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), Town Municipal Corporations (TMCs), Karachi Development Authority (KDA), Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA), Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KWSB), Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (SWMB), cantonment boards, police, traffic police, Rescue 1122, fire brigades, health and education staff, and private groups like JDC and Edhi.
Imagine Rescue 1122 pulling families from flooded homes, traffic police guiding commuters, cantonment boards opening gated areas as shelters, KDA and SWMB clearing drains, or health staff running aid stations. Why didn’t this happen? Murad Ali Shah, with the power to unite these forces, shows no will to act. If the education department can be trained as presiding officers for elections, why can’t these departments be prepped for rain emergencies, ready to spring into action on autopilot when monsoon hits? KDA, SBCA, KWSB, SWMB, and TMCs have thousands of workers, yet they sit idle, waiting for KMC to fail. This isn’t just incompetence, it’s a deliberate lack of intent. Shah’s inaction, letting these resources go to waste, mocks voters who saw small businesses outshine the state. His claim that “this happens everywhere” exposes a government uninterested in solving Karachi’s problems, content to let the city drown while others point fingers.
Karachi’s voters trusted PPP, MQM, JI, and PTI, each holding a slice of the city’s mandate. yet every one of them failed when it mattered. The PPP, in power for 17 years, bears the heaviest blame for inaction. But MQM, JI, and PTI are no less guilty, hiding behind excuses and gloating over PPP’s failures instead of mobilizing workers, volunteers, or relief plans. These parties didn’t just betray voters, they betrayed their own mandate. Citizens don’t want hollow comparisons with Mumbai or excuses about “40 mm drains”. They want leaders who wade through flooded streets with them, not tweets and press conferences.When small eateries, neighborhood groups, and factories provided more shelter and relief than billion-rupee governments, the betrayal cut deeper: Karachi’s resilience comes from its people, not its politicians.
Much has been said about a “Charter of Karachi,” a pact to bring all stakeholders, PPP, MQM, JI, PTI, civic bodies, federal authorities, and welfare groups, all onto one page. But the truth is simpler: none of them are serious. The PPP, with absolute power in Sindh since 2008, never delivered. And the opposition parties, instead of forcing progress, refuse to cooperate because they don’t want the PPP to take credit for development it failed to deliver for 17 years. This deadlock condemns the city to remain in shambles.
Karachi doesn’t need wrestlers guarding their egos. It needs champions willing to rise above party rivalries. Until that happens, every downpour will remind its citizens of one bitter truth: their leaders care more about denying credit than delivering solutions.
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