Jinnah’s nightmare —Syed Mansoor Hussain
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I really wish Jinnah had lived for a few more years and put the country on the right path. But had he lived longer, he would probably have died of a broken heart rather than of tuberculosis
Last week had three important anniversaries that though not necessarily interconnected did have a thread running through them. There were the two 9/11s, that of the fall of the twin towers in New York City eight years ago and the death of the founder of Pakistan sixty-one years ago. And the other anniversary was the first year of Asif Ali Zardari as president of Pakistan. 

Simply put, no Pakistan, no Taliban; no Taliban, no Al Qaeda in Afghanistan; no Al Qaeda, no terrorist attack on the US; no attacks on the US then obviously no invasion of Afghanistan. And arguably, then, no terrorism in Pakistan: no assassination of Benazir Bhutto. That of course means no presidency for Mr Zardari. And yes, I wouldn’t be sitting here writing this article either. 

But then all of us who read science fiction know that the Universe has a way of doing what it is doing even if time travel became possible and we could go back into the past and change things. So, I think the place where we are today is where we would have been even if things were somewhat different sixty years ago. 

Concerning the terrorist attacks on the US in 2001, someday I would like to talk of them in greater detail. After all I was just a few miles away when the twin towers came down. It changed the US in ways that are still becoming evident but it did have an immediate effect on the way Muslims are treated in the US and that also not in a good way. 

About Mr Zardari’s first year in office, much has been said and written, and the most important thing one can say about him is that he has proved his critics wrong. Not only has he survived as president but even Pakistan has survived and seems to be on the mend. Things today are definitely better than they were a year ago, and yes they could be much better, that is a given.

But it is really Jinnah’s anniversary that had me thinking. Many would insist that Pakistan is indeed Jinnah’s dream come true, but others could claim quite rightly that what Pakistan has become today is closer to what might have been Jinnah’s nightmare. Whenever I think of Jinnah and his Pakistan, I always go back and read his famous August 11 speech to the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan one more time. For in that speech Jinnah presented succinctly what he wanted Pakistan to become and the things he was afraid of. 

Unfortunately, most of what he wanted never came about. But more important to me than the questions of law and order, secularism and mistreatment of minorities is what Jinnah in that speech called the ‘curses’ that faced Pakistan. For those that might not remember that part of the speech, the curses he specifically mentioned were: bribery and corruption, black marketing, nepotism and jobbery. And that more than anything else is the greatest tragedy that befell Pakistan. The curses Jinnah spoke of and warned the new nation about are still with us and flourishing. 

All the recent news about the hoarding of sugar and its black marketing makes Jinnah’s words about this practice even more relevant and poignant today. Rather than paraphrasing what he said, it is better to just quote him: 

“Black-marketing is another curse. Well, I know that black-marketeers are frequently caught and punished. Judicial sentences are passed or sometimes fines only are imposed. Now you have to tackle this monster, which today is a colossal crime against society, in our distressed conditions, when we constantly face shortage of food and other essential commodities of life. A citizen who does black-marketing commits, I think, a greater crime than the biggest and most grievous of crimes. These black-marketeers are really knowing, intelligent and ordinarily responsible people, and when they indulge in black-marketing, I think they ought to be very severely punished, because the entire system of control and regulation of foodstuffs and essential commodities, and cause wholesale starvation and want and even death.”

What makes me feel so utterly sad is that as we are going through the holy month of Ramzan and most Muslims in Pakistan are fulfilling their religious obligations with great devotion, probably some of the very people fasting and praying so devoutly are also involved in hoarding and black marketing sugar with great abandon. 

Perhaps the greatest weakness of our people today is the complete disconnect between public and personal actions. Morality, especially for many of those in positions of power and authority, has become secondary to personal profit and public expression of piety is now the cloak behind which personal misdeeds are hidden. As far as the rich are concerned, for them morality was never of great concern.

I believe that Islam is an important part of the lives of most Muslims and the practice of our faith will always be a matter of great importance to all of us. But then as I look back at the founding fathers of our country and especially consider the life of Mr Jinnah, the Quaid-e-Azam (the greatest leader), I cannot but wonder what he would have to say about our present leaders and leader-wannabes trundling off for Haj and Umra at the drop of the proverbial hat? 

Mr Jinnah was a person whose public and private personas were identical. He was what he seemed to be, a man of great personal probity, impeccable moral character and a man who would never lie or misrepresent himself. And he would never have stooped low enough to use public demonstration of religiosity for political advantage. 

I really wish Jinnah had lived for a few more years and put the country on the right path. But had he lived longer, he would probably have died of a broken heart rather than of tuberculosis.

