‘Electronic media damaging Urdu’

By Khalid Khattak

LAHORE: Participants of the Impact of Media on Urdu in Pakistan forum on Thursday said that the media was damaging the Urdu language. 

The discussion panel included Dr Shabih-ul-Hassan, retired banker Khalid Shafiq and actor Shujaat Hashmi. The forum was organised by the Quaid-e-Azam Library. The panelists stressed the need to record Urdu literature on CDs and DVDs. They said that the literature should be on the Internet. 

The panel claimed that the electronic media caused damage to the language by pronouncing words wrong. They also highlighted the effects of modern communication like mobile SMS in causing damage to the to the script.

Dr Shabih-ul-Hassan said that it was unfortunate that the number of Urdu writers was declining. He said that literature belonged to the world, not just one nation. “Literature is a global property because of the modern means of communication.” 

Dr Hassan said that the writers should consider science and technology a blessing. They should write about modern topics including, anthropology, psychology and sociology to produce globally relevant literature. He urged the government to set up an Urdu literary channel to protect and promote the language. 

Khalid Shafiq said that the biggest problem was the damage being caused by the electronic media, especially TV and radio channels. He said that the management of TV channels should instruct their announcers and newscasters in the proper pronunciation of the Urdu language. He suggested that services of language experts be acquired to train young people at the channels so that they can promote correct usage. 

Shujaat Hashmi also stressed the need for training announcers and newscasters. He said that they could contribute a lot for the promotion of the Urdu language. 

Several mass communication students of colleges for women attended the forum. Faculty members were also present.

