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To isolate the surplus humanity living in Palestine, a barrier significantly bigger than the Berlin Wall has already been erected

Many ingenious social scientists 
rejected the very idea of creating a Jewish state, especially in Palestine. They considered mass migration of Jews an imprudent and cumbersome exercise. Contemporaneously, the removal of millions of Palestinians from their land seemed a horrendous idea, one that was not to be without serious repercussions. In order to survive, while besieged by half a dozen Muslim Arab states, it was predicted that coercion and force would have to be the ultimate tool, which in the long run carries lethal prospects. Such a state would be least likely to prevail without the help of imperial forces for which the generosity would not always come without a heavy price tag. This sagacious analysis proved true to the last word. Israel soon became a client state of the US. The demise of the Soviet Union had a dual effect on Israel. The class struggle at least overtly was temporarily undermined. Furthermore, due to poverty and starvation in the USSR, a large number of Jews were forced to migrate to Israel against their wishes. According to Naomi Klein, “In Europe, it would be equivalent to all of Greece moving to France...[These Soviet immigrants] were not idealistic Zionists (many had quite tenuous claims to be Jewish); they were desperate economic refugees.” Indeed, it was confessed by a spokesperson for the Soviet Jewry Zionist Forum, “They are not drawn to Israel, they feel expelled from the USSR.” Amongst them were “more highly trained scientists than Israel’s top tech institute had graduated in the 80 years of its existence” (Naomi Klein). The arrival of this cheap labour completely excluded the Palestinian workers from the productive system, thereby even depriving them of menial jobs. According to Sara Roy, in 1996, for example, “...66 percent of the Palestinian labour force was either unemployed or severely underemployed.” Now Israel had its own brothers in faith at its disposal, a brazen exploitation of labour could be conveniently carried out in a fitting combination of religion and race. These were the halcyon days of capitalism. It was demolishing all the impediments, the remaining stumbling blocks that could have possibly thwarted its boom and bloom. Homeland Security was the latest buzzword. Like the American military-industrial complex, Israel too made hay under this ever-expanding market. In 2006, it became the fourth largest arms dealer in the world.

Today Israel has no fear of war. In fact, it thrives on it. The very paradigm of survival has shifted from anti-Semitism to a continuous/endless war. By stretching a wall around itself, it has converted itself into a modern ghetto. However, even a habitual wailer cannot always avoid the consequent isolation. In this process, Israel has turned itself into the most unequal society. In 2007, 24.4 percent of Israelis were forced to live below the poverty line with 35.2 percent of all children in poverty. In 2010, the global anti-capitalist movement, commonly referred to as the ‘Occupy movement’, triggered off from Tel Aviv. Apparently, the chickens are coming home to roost. To isolate the surplus humanity living in Palestine, a barrier significantly bigger than the Berlin Wall has already been erected. Another one is silently in process of being completed between the rich and poor Jews by courtesy of capitalism’s inherent contradiction. Friedrich Ratzel precisely pointed out, “In many cases, when we speak of ‘race’, it would be better to speak of a ‘class’. Different classes may assume the character of different races.” Once the land grab of Palestinian territory using all means fair and foul was accomplished, the humility of Jews turned into outright arrogance. Like Dravidians, the Arabs became outcasts, although initially they sub-served the function of productive labour, and were hence valued even when haggard and emaciated. An entire nation was turned into a class of have-nots. However, even under such circumstances, class collaboration could be seen between the vanquisher and the vanquished. The repression of Palestinians could not have been carried out without the connivance of their own ruling class and that of the entire Arabs. Nazism was an eventuality that nimble footedly took over. Genocide and Lebensraum that were once considered taboos turned kosher; poison became the panacea.

On March 16, a tender-aged American beauty, a peace activist, Rachel Corrie, was bulldozed by a D9 driver in Haifa. Her only crime was that she happened to be part of a group called the International Solidarity Movement (ISM), which continues to protest against the excesses of the Israeli military and the terrifying ordeal of the Palestinians. The Israeli court adjudicated against her, declaring her the victim of her own deed. As Ami Kaufman penned in The Guardian (August 29, 2012), “...with what may seem like a single court decision, a judge pushed forward the ongoing demolition of the Israeli justice system and the remainders of Israeli democracy itself. In a country where the military is considered sacred and investigates itself, and where the judicial system has enabled occupation for over 45 years, could one have seriously expected a different outcome?” Activists of the ISM are merely opposing violence. Kaufman wondered: “Well, isn’t that what Israelis were always looking for? For their enemies to abandon terror, suicide bombings and rockets and to go down the route of Gandhi?” To the contrary, Zionism — a form of imperialism — wants unrest, anarchy and chaos. Like the US, it needs permanent enemies against whom a never-ending war could be fought to justify its own legitimacy and the production of weapons for the realisation of its military-industrial complex.

After invading Afghanistan and Iraq, followed by redeployments to the barren hills of Kabul, and currently on a hunt in Libya and Syria, the malevolent motives of imperialism are unequivocally demonstrated. Clouds of imminent war are hovering over oil-rich Iran — an irresistible temptation yearning to unbridle and unleash havoc on its people who are already groaning under atrocious capitalism blessed by a theocracy. Syria is being punished for supporting Hezbollah, Hamas and Iran. According to Noam Chomsky, “Israel has helped to destroy secular Arab nationalism and to create Hezbollah and Hamas, just as US violence has expedited the rise of extremist Islamic fundamentalism and jihadi terror.” Assad’s fall will further isolate Iran. The Iranian Mullahs are not averse to selling oil to the US which, just like Gaddafi, they have to sell somewhere, nor do they pose any threat within Iran to property relations. Similarly, the nuclear activities of Iran are no threat to Israel, which is the only established nuclear power of the Middle East. It is all about hegemony.

(To be continued)
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