Israel is worried 

By Musa Keilani

All that can go wrong for Israel is going wrong 

Israel is worried. And when Israel is worried, it tends to hit out in order to scramble the given situation and create new facts that would favour its aggressive posture. We have seen this too often in the past decades whenever Israel felt that things were not going its way.

Today, from its own superannuated perspectives, Israel has enough reasons to be worried. In recent months, it has seen some transformations in the regional scene against its interests. These include a solution to the government crisis in Lebanon that favoured Hizbollah and an end to the “isolation” of Syria as well as reluctance on the part of Washington for immediate military action against Iran.

Typically, the Israelis have accused the US of opening a secret dialogue with Iran with a view to “putting bilateral relations at a normal footing at Israel’s expense.” They also contend that US diplomacy had allowed the Palestinian Hamas movement to build its military power in the Gaza Strip (for whatever that is worth).

There is indeed a lot of misinformation and misleading reports suggesting that there is a US-Israel rift over how to handle Iran. However, it is a safe bet that the rift is not over whether to stage military strikes against Iran, but when to do it. The rest is all polemics.

And now Israel is signalling that while it is unlikely that it would resort to unilateral military action against Iran without US approval, the situation might change if Washington does not pressure Moscow into dropping its objections to tougher sanctions against Tehran. The signal came after Russia’s UN ambassador, Vitaly Churkin, ruled out a fourth round of sanctions against Iran after Tehran stood firm in its refusal to accept a freeze in its nuclear enrichment work as part of a package offered by a group of six world powers including the US.

“There have been no firm agreements or understandings, or any kind of concerted work” against Iran over its nuclear programme, Churkin said on Wednesday. The Russian diplomat took exception to US and British statements that a fourth round of UN Security Council sanctions was on the cards against Iran for its “ambiguous” response to the six-power offer.

Churkin said Moscow had set no deadline for Iran to respond to the offer made on July 19. “The negotiating track is open, there are contacts between the parties,” he said. While Russia would have preferred a clear response, “it’s more complicated than that as we all know,” said the diplomat. Immediately thereafter, according to reports in the Israeli media, “sources” in Washington said that while it is unlikely that Israel would attack Iran without US approval, this might change if tough sanctions were taken off the table.

The “sources” reported Israel was building up its strike capabilities for an attack, had purchased 90 F-16 planes that can carry enough fuel to reach Iran and would receive another 11 by the end of next year. Israel has also purchased two new Dolphin submarines from Germany capable of firing nuclear-armed warheads, in addition to the three already in service with its navy.

Two of the subs are currently patrolling the Arabian Sea off the coast of India, apparently keeping an eye on Iranian nuclear installations. An Israeli report says that “according to foreign media, Israel is active inside Iranian territory.” An earlier report, which was denied by Israel, said Israeli warplanes were landing at US-controlled air bases in Iraq as part of trial runs to bomb Iranian nuclear installations.

In June, Israel reportedly conducted an exercise involving long-range flights by warplanes, with mid-air re-fuelling, as part of its build-up to military action against Iran. And now, the reports say, “information” that Israel is preparing to hit Iran is being deliberately leaked by “Washington sources” in order to warn Moscow that by refusing to vote for a fourth round of UN sanctions against Tehran, it was nudging Israel into taking military action on its own.

Israel is arguing that the Iranians will have enough enriched uranium for a nuclear bomb by 2009 or early 2010 and has apparently told the US that it is no longer willing to wait before crippling Iran’s nuclear installations. Israel is also said to be confident that it has enough military capabilities to cripple the Iranian nuclear programme even if their nuclear installations were too widely scattered to be completely wiped out.

Israel might also be planning attacks on what it says are newly installed missiles on two strategic Lebanese peaks, Mount Sannine and Mount Barukh, which are now under Hezbollah control. Israel is already upset that the new Lebanese government deal allows Hezbollah to stay armed as a national resistance group. The Israelis contend that Hezbollah continues to receive smuggled Iranian and Syrian weapons in violation of UN Security Council Resolution 1701 of 2006 (never mind Israel’s consistent violations of almost every Security Council resolution concerning the Arab-Israeli conflict).

Israel claims that Hezbollah has in its possession some 40,000 rockets - three-and-a-half times what the group had before the Israeli war against it in the summer of 2006. Israel’s military intelligence research director, Brigadier Yossi Baidatz, has been quoted as saying that Hezbollah has constructed an underground storage system, partly in south Lebanon, for tens of thousands of rockets. Iran’s Revolutionary Guards helped Hezbollah to “proof” the storage system against air attack, according to Baidatz.

An Israeli report says: “Some of the 40,000 rockets of Syrian and Iranian manufacture can hit Israeli targets as far south as Beersheba, 350 kilometres away from (Hezbollah) launching pads north of Lebanon’s Litani River…Not only has Tel Aviv come within range, but Hizbollah and the Palestinian Hamas in Gaza, with their ideological weltanschauung view of the world, can between them cover most of Israel except for its southern-most tip at Eilat (on the Red Sea). Using these two surrogates, Tehran can therefore make war on Israel and keep its hands clean.” 

Isn’t that an implied notice/warning that Israel would also hit targets in Lebanon in order to preempt Hezbollah retaliation for any attack against Iran? 

This development takes place while more than 100 Israeli academicians and peace activists, entitled the Ad Hoc Group Against Israeli Attack on Iran, have signed the following declaration: “There is no military, political or moral justification to initiate war with Iran. A constant flow of information bears witness to the fact that the Israeli government is seriously considering attacking Iran, in order to disrupt its nuclear plans. 

We do not disregard irresponsible actions by the Iranian government - we also oppose atomic weapons in principle and support the elimination of all weapons of mass destruction from the region. However, it is clear that the main source of the immediate danger of a new, widespread war stems from the policies of the Israeli government and the flow of threats from it, backed by provocative military manoeuvres. After serious consideration, we reiterate our position that all the arguments for such an attack are without any security, political or moral justification. 

Israel might get caught up in an act of adventurism that could endanger our very existence, and this without any serious effort to exhaust the political and diplomatic alternatives to armed conflict. We are not certain that such an attack will occur. But the very fact that it is being weighed as a reasonable option, makes it imperative that we warn and caution against the destructive results of an offensive strike against Iran”. courtesy the jordan times

