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ONE of the most burning questions Pakistan faces today is how to stop the suicide-bombers? The other much related concern is how to handle the misconceptions about the term Jihad. The first question could be answered properly only if one can explain the correct meaning of Jihad and then distinguish it from its prevalent extravagant misuse.

The mistreatment of the term Jihad is reflected in the extreme ideologies of those who have been responding violently to those whom they perceive as occupiers or intruders with negative intentions.

The misunderstood versions of the term Jihad are also available around the globe and have been excessively misinterpreted by the western media and their “experts” especially from various “think-tanks.” The domestic and foreign policies of “developed” countries on either side of the Atlantic often radiate fallouts of biased expertise. It might be helpful to note that the Muslims would be in majority on the globe in less than twenty years. Therefore, promotion of understanding and cooperation and sincere efforts to reduce biases would help the cause of “peace” in the “Global Village”.

Before we proceed further, we need to recognise that ideology of hate is not limited to a particular socio-psychology or religion. It is obvious from: (1) the suicide-bomber who killed Rajiv Gandhi, (2) the mass-graves of Bosnian men that were dug in the midst of the “developed” nations and “educated” leaders, where “Nearly 8,000 Muslim men and boys were massacred by Bosnian Serb forces in Srebrenica …, and callously tossed into mass graves in the surrounding area... murdered after the world had vowed that genocide would never taint Europe again” and (3) the physician Baruch Goldstein, who opened gunfire in the Patriarch’s Mosque of Abraham on the worshippers in Ramazan, in 1994. Thus, we can say that the “hate-mentality” is not limited to a particular region or religion, as these are only a few examples of such incidents among many; nevertheless, there is no justification for them whatsoever.

However, it is important to mention that the Qur’an absolutely prohibits injustice or over-retaliation. The retribution cannot exceed more than the initial harm as per the teachings. Patience and forgiveness are preferred choices. To commit atrocities even against a single human being, not to mention the entire population, is completely and absolutely prohibited in Islam.

The importance of a human life could be easily understood by the Islamic instruction which says that to slay only one innocent person would mean as if all the people were killed, and saving an innocent person’s life would mean as if one has saved everyone’s life. (Qur’an 5:32)

“… and let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to piety: and fear Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do.” (Qur’an 5: 8) As far as Islam is concerned, it openly declares that: “Let there be no compulsion in religion…” (Qur’an 2: 256)

We also know that Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was embodiment of Islam and was sent as Mercy to all the worlds from the Merciful Creator. He was “an exalted standard of character” and in addition to many excellent characteristics and human qualities he promoted a strong sense of integrity, security, harmony and mercy among his followers that reflects the true nature and characteristics of Islamic teachings.

The nature of Islam from its very foundation promotes peace, justice and harmony, serenity, calmness and bliss.

“Certainly We sent our apostles with Clear Signs and sent down with them the Book and the Balance so that humankind may conduct themselves with equity; ...” (Qur’an 57: 25)

Now it seems appropriate at this juncture to briefly explain the term Jihad for the sake of understanding and to put things in its proper context. The word Jihad has quite often been inaccurately employed and interpreted to mean ‘holy war’, a term that never originated in the Qur’an.

The word Jihad actually springs from the root letters j-h-d and from this come a number of closely related words that in reality mean to strive, to labour, to endeavour or to struggle. Muslims are supposed to strive in the path of God for the sake of their own improvement. There are various ways in Islam that one strives.

The foremost and the greater Jihad is called Jihad bin Nafs –- the striving against one’s own rebellious side of self. Self improvement is the natural outcome of Jihad bin Nafs. Thus, this notion of Jihad actually keeps human beings in equilibrium, in conformity with their original and true human nature and keeps them in a complementary relationship with their surroundings. “Go forth light and heavy, and strive hard in Allah’s way with your property and your persons; this is better for you, if you know.” (Qur’an 9:41)

“The great Jihad is that for the conquest of self.” observed Prophet Muhammad. Striving to spread knowledge for the benefit of those who need it, is called Jihad bil ‘Ilm (Jihad with Knowledge) – yet another kind of Jihad. “The Ink of scholars is superior near God than the blood of Martyr”. It is the intellectual tradition, the ideas of social emancipation, and the modern thoughts on human rights that actually owe their inception to Islam.

Jihad bis Saif is the last resort in line of defence, to defend the lives and faith of Muslims. When it comes to war that cannot be avoided even after utilising various means of peaceful negotiations, then this Jihad is adopted not as aggression, or a war of superiority or dominion, but as a defensive measure and resistance and a reply to aggression.

When people are confronted with hardly any choice but to stand against oppression, and suffocating miseries then Islam does not leave pretentious blank spots in the name of superficial, contradictory, and artificial religiosity in important social or global matters (such as warfare and conflicts).

Here the guidance restricts the Muslims to defence and defensive measures in order to exist and survive and guides them to attain peace and harmony. Even here the spirit includes the defence of humanity and human rights.

“…And do not exceed the limits, surely Allah does not love those who exceed limits.” (Qur’an 2:192)

“And if they incline to peace, then incline to it and trust in Allah …” (Qur’an 8:61)

God does not forbid that you do good and make justice for those who do not fight you in the religion or drive you out from your homes. Indeed, God loves those who do justice … (Qur’an 60:8-9)

In addition, Muslims are also asked to be vigilant as there are historical examples in the Qur’an where leadership determined the fate of its followers. If on the other hand, one witnesses anything contrary to the teachings of Islam in a Muslim society then historically speaking, either it is being limited by a confining socio-economic and political custom or a trauma or a deliberate external factor is at work. It could also indicate a combination of these factors.

“And do not incline to those who are unjust,” (Qur’an 11:113) “…and do not follow the footsteps of the evil...” (Qur’an 2:169)“… and do not follow the low desires of those who do not know.” (Qur’an 45:18)

Now, the recent alarming increase in the frequency of suicide-bombings shows that an anti-human mentality has been persistently at work. This frame of mind (that was originally manufactured with the aid of some “developed” and “developing” countries) has so far demolished a significant number of the innocent population. As those who incite or carry out suicide bombings have reacted irrationally to those whom they perceive guilty.

The ironic aspect of this whole phenomenon is that these indoctrinated people who indulge into acts of destructions such as suicide bombings perceive that they are fighting the “enemies”, while they are uprooting their own “roots.” They apparently don’t comprehend that the unfortunate situations they create so vehemently go against the teachings of the Qur’an and the last Prophet.

“The Believers are but a single Brotherhood: So make peace and reconciliation between your two (contending) brothers; and fear Allah, that ye may receive Mercy.” (Qur’an 49:10)

“And We will most certainly try you with somewhat of fear and hunger and loss of property and lives and fruits; and give good news to the patient.” (Qur’an 2:155)

“Allah will not be merciful to those who are not merciful to mankind.” “The true Muslim is one whose tongue and hand other Muslims do not fear” “A mischief maker will not enter paradise.” said Prophet Muhammad.

Now, there does exist a possibility to bring to an end to this emerging trend of suicide bombings and more so to stop the alienated and socio-economically deprived group of people who tie the “belt” for their last walk on earth.

The solutions presented and implemented so far have not worked. So there must be something missing. The question is what is it?

The only way out is to train them to win the “greater struggle” of life. In the light of the above and similar sacred instructions that are at the heart of the Islamic teachings we need to train them for a “Greater Jihad” that is, educate them to become better quality human beings.

De-Muslimising would never work; eventually it would backfire. Those who suggest such a solution are out of touch with reality and portray superficiality and biases in their approach.

