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THE Quran clearly states that the aim and purpose of an Islamic system is the establishment, maintenance and development of those virtues which the Creator wishes human life to be enriched by and the prevention and eradication of those evils which He finds abhorrent.

An Islamic state is intended neither to become solely an instrument of political administration, nor to fulfil the collective will of any particular group of people.

The individual and the state combine their efforts to achieve the ideal qualities of goodness, virtue, beauty, purity, success, mutual respect and prosperity in accordance with the Divine Revelation. They fight injustice, corruption, falsehood, intolerance, bigotry and extremism of all types.

This progressive system embraces all that is good, promotes the wellbeing of humanity and avoids that which is evil and harmful to humanity at large. The Divinely inspired system of life is fully sustainable and durable.

Man, by nature, is born free and desperately wants to do as he pleases. According to Nietzsche if a child, soon after birth, is left in a jungle without any human supervision and is brought up by animals, he will remain animalistic in his behaviour for the rest of his life.

He will never attain the posture and status of humanity though he would look like any other human. He can only actualise and develop his potential in a social setup with other human beings.

Even today the most dreaded punishment is solitary confinement even if awarded in luxurious surroundings. The fear of the grave is another reflection of a solitary confinement. Islam stands for collective social life and values – a society in which there is harmony, peace and justice.

These conditions enable a man to think beyond his physical existence and thus prepare for the next stage of life in the hereafter. Hajj, Salaat, Zakaat, Jihad etc are all meant to help society and ultimately the state. Individuals become a community only when their hearts unite. In a community of equals, one who contributes the most, excels.

An Islamic state does not seek to restrict human rights and privileges to its boundaries. Islam has laid down universal fundamental rights for humanity which are to be observed in all circumstances. These rights are for Muslims and non-Muslims alike.

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) brought the Divine Message that demolished all man-made idols and ideals. The Quran lays down principles for implementing the Divine programme in a country for others to follow. Islam spread through its universal progressive message.

This system was not permitted to be implemented through coercion, intolerance and extremism.

The Quran considers man as the real end of the existence of a country, state or even the entire universe. Everything has been created for man’s benefit. ‘Whosoever is there on this earth, God has created for you. Not only in the earth but whatsoever is there in the earth and the heavenly bodies’ (45:13). The Quran has not used the term ‘state’, but the idea of country and governance is there.

At the outset of the call to prophethood, the exalted Muhammad announced the highest and the noblest possible statement ever, “We will establish a state wherein a beautiful young woman laden with jewellery will be able to travel alone from Yemen to Basra (in Syria, about 2000 miles).

Yet, she will have no fear but the fear of Allah.” (Bukhari). This meant that in an Islamic state the life, honour and property of all citizens would be safe. It promised peace and rule of law in the beginning with discipline in the hearts. The Prophet achieved this lofty mission in his lifetime.

Choosing leaders in an Islamic state ultimately rests with the community, a kind of a representative democracy nurtured in traditional Islamic norms. An Islamic state should be dynamic and encourage creativity, knowledge and scientific inquiry.

The Quranic concept of sovereignty is also different from all other systems and isms. It is a fact that the authority of some men over others has always been in vogue. The Quran considers this concept as humiliating to humanity and thus unacceptable.

Sovereignty belongs to Allah and not to any individual or group. This leads to another misunderstood system in which a handful of religious leaders assume sovereignty in the name of religion. The Quran negates theocracy.

The sovereign is absolute, but unseen. God does not come down on the earth to guide us. His message is delivered by His messengers. That is why the Quran points out that obeying the Messenger is obeying God.

The Divine rules practically mean following His laws. No one has the authority to make any changes in the Divine Code, not even the Messengers. ‘Judge the matters of these people according to the Book of Allah’ (5:48) declare openly that it is not for me to make any changes therein according to my wishes’ (10:15).

The Messengers were the first to submit to the Divine code. In such a system there would neither be a ruler nor any ruled. We must remember that Muhammad (SAW) never called himself a ruler, king or monarch, although he had authority over a million square miles. After him, the system remained operative through the Caliphs and obedience to them meant obedience to the Divine Code. In an Islamic system of governance the scales of justice have to be established in light of the Divine laws.

A person who, when violating the law, thinks that no one is watching or thinks that he can bribe his way out or use influence to sway judgment and escape punishment, does not believe in God When monarchy creeped into Muslims, the Divine system no longer remained operative. The relationship of the state and the individual changed. The rulers became autocratic and the citizens had no choice except to obey them.

Gradually the Muslim domination of the world declined. Even today the Muslims are confused about the true Islamic system.

Islam does not authorise kingship, monarchy or autocratic rule. Today Islam is followed as a religion of restrictions, while the purpose of God-imposed rules is to further broaden and develop the human personality. This can only be achieved in a society where there is total protection of life, property and honour and where there is no anxiety or lack of shelter and food. Above all such a society should be just and fair.

