The benefactor of humanity
By Prof. Mohammed Rafi

TODAY when a new world order is being forced on the world, humanity in general and Muslims in particular, we need to look up to and practically follow the message given to us by the Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAW). Mere processions, celebrations and hollow expressions of devotion will not lead the Muslims out of the abyss of darkness, dismay, disappointment and humiliation onto the road to dignity, honour, respectability and authority.

Numerous books have been written about the benefactor of humanity by Muslims and Non-Muslims. While the West is often criticised by the Muslims for being disrespectful to the Prophet, there have been great philosophers, thinkers, poets and leaders who have not only eulogised Muhammad (SAW), but have presented him as a model for humanity. Excerpts from the writings of these great thinkers show that Muhammad’s ideal character is universal and for all times.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica under the article on the Quran mentions “Of all the religious personalities of the world, Muhammad was the most successful.”

“A silent great man, he was one of those who cannot but be in earnest: Whom Nature herself has appointed to be sincere. The word of such a man is a voice direct from Nature’ sown heart. No other man has founded a strong and enduring monotheistic religion” (Thomas Carlyle “On Heroes. Hero Worship and the Heroic in History”). “Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, conqueror of ideas, the restorer of rational belief, and the preacher of a religion without images. As regards all standards by which human greatness may be measured, we may well ask: Is there any man greater than him?” (Alphonse La-Martine ‘Histories De La Tourquie’).

Referring to the ignorance of the western world about Muhammad’s devotion to God and righteousness of conduct, G. Lindsay Johnson (The Two Worlds) says: “The ignorance displayed by most Christians regarding Islam is appalling. Muhammad alone, among the nations at that time, believed in One God. He insisted on righteousness as the source of conduct, and of respect to all other peoples, and of justice and mercy to and moderation in all things and to hold in great respect learning of every kind.”

Prof. K.S. Rama Krishna Rao (Muhammad — the Prophet of Islam) says “In the person of the Prophet of Islam we see the rarest phenomenon on earth walking in flesh and blood i.e. the union of the theorists, the organiser and the leader in one man!” Throughout history religious scholars and historians have given importance to miracles. Superstitions and misplaced conceptions of faith had made miracles a prophetic necessity. The same was demanded of Muhammad (SAW). This had made him despondent and on such occasions the Divine Revelation counselled him to remain firm and not give way to despair. He occasionally grew impatient and felt frustrated when he often came across people who were completely unresponsive to his words.

The Quran guided him to be patient, forgiving and tolerant, “Haply you will kill yourself with grief if they do not believe in the message” (18:6). The Quran also reminded him that the purpose of Divine Revelation (Wahi) is not to compel man, but to make him aware of the vices and virtues of life. It imparts the requisite knowledge to man, who is then free to act upon it or not. “Say it is the truth from Allah then whosoever will let him believe and whosoever will let him reject” (18:29). Muhammad SAW would always tell the people that Allah wants them to serve and accept the truth through understanding and not dogmatically and irrationally.

To act as a perfect model for humanity, the Prophet had to pass every phase of life. According to Washington Irving “His military triumphs awakened no pride or vainglory as they would have done had they been affected for selfish purposes. As to the temporal rule which grew up in his hands, he used it without ostentation. So he took no step to perpetuate it in his family.”

Arnold Toynbee (The World and the West) says: “The solution to all international conflicts lies only in embracing Islam en masse because Islam is the only religion that can transcend nationalism. I will hope for the day when all humanity will break this idol and unite as the children of God.” According to Goethe: “The message of Muhammad is flowing towards its noble destination like a pure, fresh and transparent rivulet.” Dr. E.B. Hocking (The Universal Faith) Says,” All religions save the word of Muhammad are broken boats. They cannot take humanity to the shore of serenity.”

He emphasised that the measure of greatness lay in virtuous deeds and piety. The new world order recognises the survival of the fittest and most powerful. Muhammad’s message puts forth the principle of the survival of the most beneficial to mankind.

Islam disapproves asceticism and it was for this reason that Muhammad held the use of the delicacies and enjoyments of life lawful. He always said that he had no treasures, nor did he claim to know the secrets of the future (18:110). The Arabs were a superstitious people like most of the Muslims today. Had Muhammad so wished he could have claimed any supernatural power for himself. Many incidents occurred in his lifetime when people would have ascribed divine powers to him; but he rejected all such suggestions by a plain denial. According to M.H. Hyndman (The Awakening of Asia): “Muhammad never assigned himself a status of more than a common man and a messenger of God. He was a man of spotless character who always had confidence in himself and in God’s help.” Bernard Shaw (The Genuine Islam) says,” Islam is the only religion in the world that will remain eternally practicable with changing times. I believe that if today an autocrat of Muhammad’s calibre assumes world leadership, he could solve all problems facing humanity. I predict that tomorrow’s Europe will embrace Islam.”

Today when there is need for an inter-faith dialogue, it must be remembered that Prophet Muhammad was most intimately aware of Jewish and Christian beliefs and practices. The Jewish and Christians communities were spread all over Arabia. He shared their belief in the supremacy of one God Who had spoken to Moses, Jesus and Abraham. He revered all the heroes of Jewish history, all the Old Testament prophets as King David and Solomon with the same passion — if not more — as shown by any Jew. Throughout his life he treated the followers of these religions with great affection. The Quran goes out of its way to honour both Jesus and his Mother, Mary (Miriam), gets more of a mention in the Quran than any of the four canonical Gospels.

In Madina, Muhammad ennobled and enlarged the laws of Moses and brought down upon earth the kingdom of heaven promised by Jesus. He produced a state populated and worked by men without any vice; men who needed no police force to keep them in order, who had no prejudice of class, race or colour left in them. Men amongst whom was no distinction between rulers and the ruled. For the first time in history, hereditary right to rule gave place to a right by consultation and election, and, no matter whosoever was appointed governor or on governing body, was only there to see that the Divine injunctions were faithfully followed and implemented.

The gist of Muhammad’s prophetic message lies in the words of Jaffar Bin Abu Talib in the court of the Abyssinian King Negus (Nejashi): “We were an ignorant and misled people. We worshipped images and idols, ate dead bodies, were lewd and ill-treated our neighbours. We had long been in this condition when God sent a Prophet to us amongst our own people whose noble birth, truthfulness, honesty and righteousness were well known to us. He ordered us to obey God alone and not to make anyone His equal. He commanded us to speak the truth, to give back safe and whole what is entrusted to us by others to be affectionate to our relations and kind to our neighbours, to shun wicked acts, licentiousness and bloody quarrels. He told us not to bear false witness, nor deprive the orphans of their property. He also told us to be kind to women. We have taken his advice and admonitions to heart and have followed all the orders of God.”

As Muslims we should assess our lives in the light of what Muhammad (SAW) preached and practised. As Hazrat Aisha (RA) said he was the walking example of how the Quran should be practically followed.

He would accept invitations to wedding feasts, visit the sick and accompany a funeral procession. He would go to the house of poor to console the afflicted and to comfort the heart-broken. He would go alone among his enemies unguarded and without the least show of pride. He excelled in hospitality. He shared his food, even in times of scarcity, with others he was eloquent without circumlocution; and when he spoke he spoke with emphasis and deliberation and no one could ever forget what he said. He liked perfume and disliked strong offensive smells.

He honoured the well-behaved and pardoned those who apologised. He never uttered any thing but the truth; lawful games he would witness and never a moment passed without his doing something important for God. He never cursed anyone and when maltreated he never took revenge save when God was reviled. His habit was to be the first to greet whomsoever he met. He was very fond of children and would stop them in the streets and pat their cheeks. These are but only a few examples of the benefactor of humanity.

In the present day scenario we should refute the accusations and doubts that non-Muslims cast on his life and achievements and erase the hostilities that have arisen due to ignorance and lack of knowledge about him. “The sayings of Muhammad are a treasure of wisdom not only for Muslims, but for all mankind” (M.K. Gandhi ‘Preface to the sayings of Muhammad’ by Suharwardy). He was the only messenger who himself worked out all the principles he taught to others. History fails to show any personality where we find the assemblage of all the virtues that constituted an evolved humanity.

