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WITH the advent of Muhammad (peace be upon him) the long line of prophets came to an end as proclaimed in the Holy Quran: “Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but (he is) the Messenger of Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets …” (33: 40). A seal always indicates the end; hence it cannot even be conceived that any more prophet would ever come.

It is also very significant that the Message of Allah, that commenced with the very first Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) and continued through various Messengers, came to an end – completed and finalised – with him in the form of the Holy Quran, the last and eternal Divine Revelation.

The Holy Quran confirms the previous Divine revelations: “And this is a Book which We have sent down, bringing blessings, and confirming (the revelations) which came before it ...” (6: 92). It is the single and the only Divine Book, embracing complete code of life, for the whole mankind for their guidance till the Day of Resurrection.

The Holy Prophet (pbuh) and the Holy Quran seem to be like a combination of the nimbus and the aureola, the glory of Prophet Muhammad is fully glorified in the glorious Quran.

Allah in the Quran has called Himself Rabbil alamin, “….The Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds;” (1:1) and has exalted Prophet Muhammad by calling him Rahmatal lil alamin, “…(as a) Mercy for all creatures.” (21:107).

The Holy Prophet has been conferred the honour that his name appears at several places in the Quran in the context of obeying him, for instance in verse 132 of surah 3: “And obey Allah and His Messenger; that you may obtain mercy.” As a reward for obeying Allah and His Messenger, they will be admitted in the Paradise: “….those who obey Allah and His Messenger will be admitted to Gardens with rivers flowing beneath, to abide therein (for ever) and that will be the Supreme achievement.” (4:13).

In case of defying Allah and His Messenger and transgress His limits will be admitted to a Fire, to abide therein: and they shall have a humiliating punishment.” Al-Quran surah 4 verse 14.

The name of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) as ‘Muhammad’ appears in the Holy Quran at five places, one as the caption of surah 47 and the rest at these places: 3: 144, 33: 40, 47: 02 and 48: 29; further as ‘Ahmad’ only once at 61: 6.

He, at a number of places, has been addressed in various ways such as: ‘O Prophet’ on several occasions, only in surah Ahzab at verses 1, 28, 45, 50, and 59. Likewise he has been referred as ‘His servant’ at 25: 1, ‘servant of Allah’ at 72: 19, ‘Our servant’ at 2: 23, ‘Our Messenger’ at 64: 12 and directly as at 39: 41 “Verily We have revealed the Book to thee….” He has also been mentioned in these words: “Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah….” At 48: 29.

He has been mentioned as unlettered in surah 7 at verse 157 “Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, whom they find mentioned in their own (Scriptures),….” And again in the same surah at verse 158 “….So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, who believes in Allah and His Words: follow him that you may be guided.”

In the words of Abdullah Yusuf Ali, “He was not versed in human learning; yet he was full of the highest wisdom, and had a most wonderful knowledge of the previous Scriptures. This was a proof of his inspiration.

It was a miracle of the highest kind, a “sign which every one could test then, and every one can test now.”

It is a common perception that teachings of Islam are exclusively meant for Muslims, whereas the message of Islam, in fact, is universal for the whole human race as in unequivocal words pronounced in the Holy Quran: “….And We have sent thee (Muhammad) as a Messenger to (instruct) mankind, and enough is Allah for a witness.” (4: 49)

As Messenger of Allah, and the last one, it was incumbent on him to disseminate the Message of Allah, which he did in letter and spirit; not only that but he acted upon it fully. Since his prime responsibility was to preach, so he has been ordained in surah Muddaththir verses 1, “O you wrapped up (in a mantle)!” and 2, “Arise and deliver warning!”

The epithet of warner has also been mentioned in 33:45, “O Prophet! Truly We have sent you as a Witness … and a Warner.”

He was not sent only as a warner but also as a bearer of glad tidings as mentioned in the same verse, as well as in verse 47 of the same surah, “Then give glad tidings to the Believers, that they shall have from Allah a very great Bounty.” The Bounty may be ‘the light of Islam’ for which he seems to have been symbolised as a lamp: “…And as a Lamp spreading Light.” (33:46)

He was assigned to narrate the Message of Allah to the Believers: “Allah did confer a great favour on the Believers when He sent among them a Messenger from among themselves, rehearsing unto them the Signs of Allah, sanctifying them, and instructing them in Scripture and Wisdom, before that, they had been in manifest error.” (3:164)

The hallmarks of his prophethood have emphatically been declared in the Holy Quran thus: “Your Companion is neither astray nor being misled,” and “Nor does he say of (his own) desire.” (53:2&3)

The Holy Prophet has been blessed in these words: “…. This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion….” (5:3)

As for the disregard to the Holy Prophet Allah has warned in these words: “Those who annoy Allah and His Messenger – Allah has cursed them in this world and in the Hereafter, and has prepared for them a humiliating Punishment.” (33:57)

As regards the reverence to the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) the Holy Quran speaks out thus: “Allah and His Angels send blessings to the Prophet: O you that believe! Send you blessings to him, and salute him with all respect.

