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IN present times the establishment of an Islamic state is a rallying cry for many Muslims described as Islamists or Islamic extremists. They assert that monarchies and dictatorial regimes are against the basic Islamic concepts.

Individual, citizen, community, country, society, nation, state and sovereignty are concepts that have evolved through ages to establish the relationship between people, places and authority. These concepts have changed along with the social conditions and intellectual development of human beings. The Islamic concept in this regard is valid for all people and places.

Its eternal value is based on the principles that act as guideline to facilitate the evolutionary process of man’s development and progress. It gives eminence to those who adopt its principles. The aim and purpose of an Islamic system is the establishment, maintenance and development of those virtues which the Creator wishes human life to be enriched by and the prevention and eradication of those evils which He finds abhorrent.

The Islamic state is intended neither solely as an instrument of political administration, nor for fulfilment of the collective will of any particular set or group of people. The individual and the state combine their efforts to achieve the ideal qualities of goodness, virtue, beauty, purity, success, mutual respect and prosperity in accordance with the Divine Revelation. They fight injustice, corruption, falsehood, intolerance, bigotry and extremism of all types. They can adopt this progressive system of life that embraces all that is good, promotes the well-being of humanity and avoids that which is evil and harmful to humanity at large. Furthermore, the Divinely inspired system of life is fully sustainable and durable.

The Divine rules practically mean following His laws. No one has the authority to make any changes in the Divine Code, not even the Messengers.’ Judge the matters of these people according to the Book of Allah’ (5:48) declare openly that it is not for me to make any changes therein according to my wishes’ (10:15).

The Messengers were the first to submit to the Divine code. In such a system there would neither be a ruler nor any ruled. We must remember that Muhammad (SAW) never called himself a ruler, king or monarch, although he had authority over a million square miles. After him the system remained operative through the Caliphs and obedience to them meant obedience to the Divine Code.

In an Islamic system of governance the scales of justice have to be established in the light of the Divine laws. A person who, when, violating the law thinks that no one is watching or thinks that he can bribe his way out or use influence to sway judgment and escape punishment, does not believe in God.

An Islamic government can only be established to implement the Divine laws and under such a government no criminal can escape punishment. No bribe or mediation will help; no influence or pressure can be used to persuade the law in anyone’s favour. One who goes against the law must suffer the consequences and the one who respects the law is honoured and protected.

Obedience to the Divine Laws is not a thing belonging to the individual plane in the sense that one might, of his own, consult the Quran, interpret it for himself and act according to his individual interpretation. The obedience has to be disciplined and ordered under an organised system called state in the present day and controlled by a central authority.

Barring a few exceptions, the Quran enunciates generally fundamental principles without touching subsidiary laws.

When monarchy crept into the Muslims, the Divine system no longer remained operative. The relationship of the state and the individual changed. The rulers became autocratic and the citizens had no choice except to obey them. The Muslim rulers changed the basic principles of the Quran to their advantage with the help of religious oligarchy. Gradually the Muslim domination of the world tumbled down. Even today the Muslims are confused about the true Islamic system. This is because the role model today is the Islam of the kings and not the pristine Quranic values.

Islam does not authorise kingship, monarchy or autocratic rule. Today Islam is followed as a religion of restrictions, while the purpose of God-imposed rules is to further broaden and develop the human personality. This can only be achieved in a society where there is total protection of life, property and honour and where there is no anxiety or lack of shelter and food.

Above all such a society should be just and fair. One of the purposes of the permanent Divine values is to lift the burden under which humanity suffers and groans (7:157). In such a system, the people establish the system of Salaat and Zakaat. In our system Zakaat means to dole out a meagre amount at the end of the year. This is not the goal presented by the Quran which says, that the responsibility of the Islamic system is ‘Eeta-i-Zakaat’ and not giving or taking Zakaat.

The term Zakaat means to grow, develop, bloom and blossom, it means to provide the means of development to people. Muhammad (SAW) once said ‘God’s responsibility of protecting a community ceases when even a single person goes to bed hungry’. The second Caliph Omar said,’ If a dog dies of hunger by the river Tigris I swear by God with whom my life rests, that Omar will be held responsible.’

In an Islamic system there are no fears of external or internal dangers. There is a solid foundation for realising the human potential…. Muhammad (SAW) was asked to make arrangements to educate people in such a way that they may be able to understand the bases of law on one hand and to enable them to understand the mysteries of the universe on the other. In this system the human potentialities are not only nourished but are utilised for the good of all. It inculcates purity of character and beauty in conduct. The Quran addresses the Muslims and says,’ You are the integrated nation (Ummah) equipped for the well-being of mankind. You are raised for the good of all humanity’ (3:109).

The basis of an individual’s position in society is the Quranic principle, ‘Verily, We have honoured every human being’ (17:70). The protection of this honour is the end of an Islamic society. If the system does not honour the respect, prestige and life of the individual, it cannot escape the wrath of God. The Quran refers to such a system and says,’ These people are deprived of Allah’s blessings and support of the Divine Forces and the righteous persons’ (3:87).

