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A THOUGHTFUL person may have watched many of his near and dear ones playing their part on the stage of life and then they are heard no more. In case that person happens to be a student of history, he/she must have also read and studied how nations and civilisations rose and fell on planet earth in the past many centuries.

A thought must have crossed his/her mind whether this revolving chain of life and death of individuals and civilisations would come to a screeching halt some day, predictable or unpredictable. Metaphysicians, as well as modern physicists, do not discount such an eventuality.

It was reported in this newspaper, a couple of years ago, that those NASA scientists who are peering the space and discovering new stars and planets from time to time, had watched, with awe and excitement, with the help of the Hubble space telescope the destruction and disintegration of a planetary system resembling our own solar system, light years away, in outer space where doomsday — Qiamat in the Islamic parlance — had struck.

The Bible does contain references to such an eventuality, “the day of the Lord — that cruel day of his fierce anger and fury (when) the earth will be made a wilderness…. Every star and every constellation will stop shining, the sun will be dark when it rises and the moon will give no light” (Isaiah 14:9-10). This belief in “Qiamat” is shared by other religious systems as well, e.g. “Perlaey” in the Vedas. But, whereas the doomsday is commonly understood as destruction of all matter, Quran describes it in so many ways to indicate that the doomsday will not only result in the destruction of the earth which is our abode, but complete disintegration of the universe — the earth and the skies. A quotation from Quran will show how the doomsday scenario has been described with flashes of poetic imagery:

When the sun is overthrown,
And the stars freely fall,
And the hills displaced, dispersed,

And the seas swell and rise,
And the sky is torn. (Surah 81:1-6).

In short, as Quran puts it, “on that day the earth will be changed to other than the earth and the heavens will also be changed and they will come forth to Almighty Allah.” (14:48). The Bible, as quoted above, calls it the ‘Day of the Lord’ and Quran, right in the opening Surah (Al-Fatiha), terms it as ‘yaumaddin’ (Day of Judgment).

Before the advent of Islam, the ‘ignorant’ Arabs believed that after death humans turn into birds which fly around, chattering incessantly. Like the present-day agnostics, they believed that they will live and die and be born again, as the world will last till eternity. The idea of “Qiamat” and ‘resurrection’ was anathema to them. This is what Quran alludes to in this Ayat: “And they say: there is nothing but our life of the world; we die and we live and nothing destroys us except time”. (45:24).

Naturally, they did not believe in being resurrected to give account of their acts of omissions and commission during their life in the world. This fact appears to account for the preponderance of debate on resurrection and the day of judgment in the early revelations of Quran which are called Meccan Surahs.

Such an assertion in Quran indicates evidently that, after the end of this world, a new earth and new heavens will emerge for taking account of the performance of every soul to see if it had performed its act according to the script or deviated from it, intentionally, to defy the Almighty’s writ.

Such a change, as a result of cataclysmic disruption in the planetary system to which we belong is scientifically possible, and it is on record that our planet has escaped from stellar collisions in the past. It may not escape such a collision any time in future. But, according to Quran and Bible, such a cataclysm will follow warning sounds and sirens, called Trumpet in Bible and ‘Sur’ in Quran. Perhaps, this siren or trumpet would be produced by stellar disturbances that will precede the actual disintegration of the entire solar system.

Why is the doomsday necessary? Why should the earth and skies end in a cloud of smoke one day? According to Quran, there are logical and sound reasons for this. Quran asks: “Does man think that he is to be left aimless?” (75:36). In another context, the same query has been expressed thus: “Did you deem that you have been created for nothing and that you wouldn’t be returned to your Creator?” (23:115). The second reason, it is obvious, flows from the first one.

Since Allah says He is Just and Fair in the matter of accountability — rewarding the righteous soul and punishing the evil ones — this life on this earth must end to yield place to another earth where the fruit of good and bad deeds must be tasted by every individual. It is observed by all sensible persons that many a sinner leads prosperous life on this earth whereas many a righteous person lead unhappy life because of financial straits or physical ailments. So, obviously, another world must be born and the existing one must die.

No doubt, the human society has set up a system of justice in the world to reward the law-abiding citizens and punish the wrong-doers. This very fact should convince all right thinking persons that there is need for another world to dispense justice on global scale by a Sovereign Power whose impartiality and integrity can, in no way, be compromised by human effort.

Belief in the next world (Akhirat) is an integral part of Islam as a faith, as is evident from Ayat 4 of Surah 2: “and they (Muslims) are dead sure of the Hereafter”. Not only this, the Quran says further that “This life of the world is but a pastime and a game. The home of the Hereafter — that is (actual) Life, if only they knew.” (29:64).

The present life is transient and the life after resurrection is the permanent and lasting phase where every soul will be rewarded for whatever good one has earned in one’s worldly life and similarly, taken to task for whatever evil one has done. So, if this basic faith in after-life becomes shaky, the entire superstructure of the religious system may collapse.

