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IT has become a common practice in the West to malign Islam or its Prophet (peace be upon him) in one way or another. Unfortunately, all this is being done under the garb of the so-called right to freedom of expression.

Although the motives for such acts are not very clear but if it is done as a joke or for the sake of fun or pastime, then the one doing it should know that he is inviting unprecedented global reaction for nothing as the recent events has proved. By now every one in the world must have realised that the faith which the Muslims profess has unlimited vitality. It is as much alive today as it was 1400 years ago. Rather it gets new vigour with every jolt, stroke or storm.

Muslims have kept their faith through innumerable historical vicissitudes as rightly pointed out by Robert Fisk in a recent article on the subject. To Muslims, their Prophet is dearer to them than their self and his insult is considered even more heinous than their own insult or the insult of their parents. It will, therefore, be more advisable for the person committing the above-mentioned acts as joke or for the sake of fun, to seek some other subject for the purpose.

If he is maligning Islam or its Prophet on account of inter-faith jealousy then he is grossly mistaken. Islam is a religion that in no sense of the term is likely to generate jealousy in the followers of other religions in general and among the followers of monotheist religions in particular. In the first instance, it accepts and confirms all monotheist religions to be the Divine inspired religions. As the Quran says “It is He Who sent down to thee in truth, the Book, confirming what went before it, even as He revealed the Torah and the Gospel” (3:3).

Secondly, the Quran enjoins the believers to have faith in all the Prophets alike and neither make any distinction between them nor separate Allah from His prophets in matter of faith (4: 150,151). The Muslims believe as much in Moses and Jesus Christ as they believe in Muhammad (peace be upon him), as the Prophets of Allah. Then why should Christians or jews envy or be jealous of some one who believes in Muhammad as the Prophet of Allah which automatically implies belief in Allah and all His Prophets. This fact has been more beautifully elaborated by Duncan Greenless thus: “the nobility and broad tolerance of this creed which accepted as God inspired all the real religions of the world will always be a golden heritage for mankind.” In fact, misunderstanding about the teachings of Islam usually occurs when some of the Quranic verses are read in isolation or without taking into consideration the historical facts and the objective conditions in relation to which those verses were revealed. For example, one of the Quranic verse says “if any one desires anything other than Islam it will not be accepted from him.” (3:85). This gives the impression that according to the verse all the religions on the world except Islam stood abrogated.

But, if we have a look at the preceding verse (3:84), it will follow that the religions of all the Prophets as mentioned in that verse, have been termed as basically one and the same. Islam literally means submission and in the Quranic sense it implies submission to the will of Allah and that is why as a religion it is not tied to any particular name, place or any worldly entity. This has been explicitly explained in another Quranic verse which says “He laid down the same religion for you as He enjoined on Noah, that which he revealed to you which he enjoined on Ibrahim, Moses and Jesus Christ.” (42:13)

It means that reference to Islam in the verse (3:85) is to be understood as reference to the religions of all the Prophets, including Muhammad (peace be upon him), as mentioned in the verses (3:84) (42:13) and by implication to the religions of all the Prophets sent by Allah.

This fact is more explicitly manifest from another Quranic verse which says “To each among you, We have prescribed a Law (Shariah) and an open way. If Allah Willed, He would have made you a single people, but (His plan is) to test you in what He has given you. So strive as in race in all virtues. (5:48). This verse clearly tells us that it was not in the Divine scheme of things that all the people shall follow the same law (Shariah). Although all the religions are to be the same in so far as the basic element of faith is concerned, which could only be the Unity of Allah, the followers of every Prophet have to follow a different Law (Shariah) so that they are tested in what has been given to them.

That’s why the Quran says “whosoever among the Muslims, or Jews or Sabaeans or the Christians believe in Allah and the last day and do righteous deeds will have no cause of fear or grief” (5:69). Belief in Allah in this verse has to be understood as belief in Allah and all His Prophets including Muhammad (peace be upon him).

The verse (5:48) tells us about another factor of fundamental importance when it says “so strive as in race in all virtues”, which completely eliminates any tendency towards jealousy or rivalry. According to the verse if the followers of various religions compete with each other they should only compete in virtues. Jealousy or rivalry occurs when people compete in the acquisition of power or any worldly gains but not when they compete in virtues which in the ultimate analysis promotes cooperation. Rather the spirit of cooperation for achieving something good could be a virtue in itself.

If he is maligning Islam because he thinks it is violent or retrogressive religion then he is in complete darkness about the true spirit of Islam and its teachings. The first thing that the Quran highlighted when it was being revealed was the need for acquisition of knowledge (96:4,5) followed by other verses emphasising the acquisition of more and more of knowledge (20:114). Besides, Islam is a religion that is expressly based on the principles of balance and justice. As the Quran says “He raised the heavens height and set the balance. Therefore, do not upset the balance” (55:7,8).

The verse tells us that after creating the heavens and other celestial bodies Allah placed them in proper order so as to maintain the requisite balance, a principle that we too should follow in our own sphere of activities.

The Quran says again “We sent the Messengers with clear signs and sent down with them the Book and the Balance so that the people stand by justice” (57:52). At the same time it expects the believers to be people who are justly balanced (2:143) and exhorts them to keep to moderation in every walk of life (31:19). It enjoins them to repel evil with goodness (41:34), to be kind even to non-believers (60:8) and to be just even to enemies (5:8).

How can a religion that lays so much emphasis on the acquisition of knowledge, maintenance of balance, doing of justice and observance of moderation be a retrogressive and violent religion. Given the nature of human beings, the Quran allows reprisal but at the same time it says that if the person wronged forgives the wrongdoer, he will have his reward from Allah (42:40). It specifically prohibits the crossing of limits if at all the person wronged takes resort to reprisal (16:126).

The practical example of these teachings was manifest in the way the Prophet treated the people of Quraish tribe after the conquest of Makkah. They had treated the Prophet (PBUH) in the most inhuman ways for full 13 years, yet he pardoned them all when he was in a position to avenge easily for what had been done to him.

