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The American troops in occu-
pied Iraq, in general, and
Fallujah, in particular, are fre-
netically engaged to eliminate eye-
witnesses to cover up their war
crimes.

The aggression on Fallujah is go-
ing unnoticed as independent in-
ternational media has been barred
from the coverage of large-scale
killing of innocent citizens. Only
embedded journalists are the ex-
ception, but to whom they report is
something very obvious, asis where
their loyalties reside. These jour-
nalists are ostensibly party to help-
ing the American troops hide and
bury their war crimes against the
innocent civilian population of
Fallujah.

UStroopshave resorted to target-
ing paramedical staff in a bid to
bury under debris eyewitness ac-
counts of brutalities in the besieged
city. Hospitalsand clinics in Fallujah
ely those

disclose to the media an intensified
level of aggression against this hap-
less city. |

While Americans do not get tired
of harping on their desire to estab-
lish press freedoms and adminis-
trate justice in occupied Iraq, its
troaﬁsoptedtvkillall medical teams
in a hospital including the doctors,
nurses and the patients to eliminate
eyewitnesses accounts for the me-
dia.

The attack on Fallujah preceded
the besieging of the city and disal-
lowing ambulances and medial
teams into the city.

Virtually censored images and
footage emanating from Fallujah
does not explain any more than
what the US wants us to believe. As
all the available footage is from the
American media, therefore one can-
not believe that the factual situa-
tion on ground is being reported

| accurately, given the track record

of western media in similar trou-
bled events elsewhere.

The process of killing witnesses
began with the closure of Iraq based
offices of Al-Jazeera television net-
work, which was serving as the
eyes and ears of a large interna-
tional audience.

Thedecisiononclosing Al-Jazeera
offices in Iraq a few month® back
was an unfortunate prelude to an
Americaninvasion on Fallujah. The
closure of the immensely popular
Arab television network was de-
signed this time around to avert the
repetition of an earlier decision by

occupied forces to allow Al-Jazeera
to cover the war-zone areas that
had exposed US troops” brutali-
ties.

The comprehensive coverage by
Al-Jazeera of the Iraq war had com-
pelled an American commander in
Iraq to suggest to the viewers to
stop watching this Arab channel.
The commander, in his remarks,
even made frustrated attempts to
incite Iraqis to target the offices of
this popular Arab channel.

Wﬁ;jle barbarism is clearly in evi-
dence all over Iraq, Muslims rulers
are languishing in a deep political
and moral coma. How long will
they continue to watch their vested
interests and prolong their r{rarmi-
cal rule at the cost of the blood of
innocent Muslims being shed in
Iraq?

Muslim rulers have morally de-
graded themselves to a level where
they cannot even issue a reasonable
statement condemning the geno-

they condemn something for which
they have themselves become di-
rect and indirect instrument at the
hands of the capitalist global super-
power, the US.

So what options are available in
this terrible situation for the sur-
vival of the Muslim populations in
Iraq and elsewhere? How can we
expect.these rulers to protect their
own people when they themselves
have become an effective source of
destruction of their own popula-

tion?

One of the viable tools in this
situation is the Muslim media that
has now become the last castle in
the Islamic world against the en-
emies of Islam,

Objective reporting is the last
weapon the Muslim media seems
to have at its disposal, being the
only way which the American peo-
ple and the White House mighthave
tounderstand at some pointof time.
The media is an effective tool to win
or lose the minds and the hearts of
the people who do matter in West-
ern democracies.

The Pakistani media can play an
extremely key role in this situation
with their presencein troubled parts
of the Muslim world. They have
fairly good experience from the cov-
erage of the war in Afghanistan
during the Soviet occupation. And
they must join hands with the Arab
media to play their role at this his-
torically important juncture, since
the vision cannot be achieved with-
out the media’s key input.




