Fire burn and cauldron bubble —Dr Saulat Nagi

There was an inner harmony between the free market and unlimited terror. Iraq became an inferno. In the name of democracy, racism and cultural hegemony were imposed on the subdued people

AJP Taylor says, “Most centenaries are a drab affair. Forgotten episodes are piously exhumed and then reburied after a few speeches,” but in the case of 9/11, his assertions may not stand true. Here capitalism did what otherwise was thought barely possible but fleetingly actual, thereby revealing all other forms as condemned. A moment of grief provided by a handful of reactionaries was purposely blown up beyond the boundaries of prudence and a war was declared apparently against an incognito enemy. Dazed through pain, a numb and paralysed nation could not figure out the poison this chalice of neo-liberalism was carrying for it and the world at large. Horror of life overtook the fear of death; it is at moments like these when individuals and nations succumb to the pernicious inducements — suicide is one of them — may it be individual or collective.

In human history, two principles — at least in theory — rein supreme: veneration of a human life and probity of an ordinary citizen. On the day of 9/11, an invisible enemy trampled these in the US. An attack that targeted innocent people can only be described as hideous, loathsome and despicable. Neither any justification can be provided for it nor will any conscientious and sane person — no matter how much he/she differs from the imperialistic policies of the US — validate such a gruesome act. However, what spurted out of this moment of grief was equally repugnant, rather monstrous to be precise. In this hour of tragedy, capitalism found its moment of opportunity.

Milton Friedman, the ‘grand guru’ of the movement of unfettered capitalism says, “Only a crisis — actual or perceived — produces a real change.” When Hurricane Katrina struck the American city of New Orleans, he was the one who advised introducing market reforms through shock treatment before “the tyranny of the status quo” could bring the people back to their wits. Former CIA operative Mike Battles perhaps described it more aptly: “For us fear and disorder offer real promise.” 9/11 provided these opportunities to the hawks and they made no mistake in pillaging the people. Along with this rapine came the assault on civil liberties and human rights. Under the slogan of ‘America will never be the same again’, capitalism converted the state into a prison where its own citizens were turned into hostages. Billions of dollars were invested to fortify it; a cage was prepared to impound the people. A fascism that even eluded the Nazis was imposed upon a bewildered nation. How swiftly the capitalist tends to cast aside the cloak of democracy can be assessed from this single incident. A litany of fresh terminology was also invented: Islam-o-fascism, Axis of Evil, and Homeland Security to name a few.

The war on terror was sheer necessity since due to overproduction (which does not suggest an abundance of the means of consumption but an indication of the commodities not being sold at the desired rate of profit), capitalism cannot realise itself. This necessitates the occupation of pre-capitalist markets. Such situations demand the creation of individuals like Osama — a Ulysses of yesteryears and a Brutus or perhaps a scapegoat of today — who appear to transcend the objective social conditions through their personal charisma. 9/11 provided the perfect alibi to promote the hegemonic designs of imperialism that is reverting to its old colonial patterns, all in the name of democracy and the free market — the embellished fetters for subjugated people.

The occupation of Iraq heralded an iron-fisted control of the Middle East. Post-war construction and uninterrupted flow of oil were equally irresistible temptations, while Afghanistan was more to do with hegemonic designs. According to Naomi Klein, “No sooner was Iraq taken over, US chief envoy L Paul Bremer enforced mass privatisation, complete free trade, a 15 percent flat tax, a dramatically downsized government. When Iraqis resisted, they were rounded up and taken to jails where bodies and minds were met with more shocks, these ones distinctly less metaphorical.” 

She adds, “Post-September human rights violations outside and in the US were committed either due to deliberate intent of terrorising the people or actively harnessed to prepare the ground for the introduction of radical free market reforms.”

Post-9/11, a state dominated by the neo-cons provided funds to create different private complexes whose roles were multifaceted, from providing security to the state itself to the provision of healthcare and food to its soldiers. In addition, they served as mercenaries to slaughter the innocent masses of Iraq. Bechtel, Blackwater and Halliburton emerged and thrived as the new tools of corporate capitalism. By October 2006, the war in Iraq had generated revenue of $ 20 billion for Halliburton. In contrast, the Iraqi people were drenched in their own blood. By August 2006, the state had issued more than 115,000 contracts to the private sector to perform security functions. For the sake of profit, relief and reconstruction became the new paradigms. Wars and calamities were privatised. Outsourcing its own functions and then buying them from the market at an exorbitant price proved where the sympathies of the state actually lay. Political parties and the state are the reflection of classes, a tool for guarding the interests of those classes. The validity of this fact cannot be stressed more.

Like sorrow, privatisation did not come alone. It brought the rein of terror or ‘coercive interrogation’ for those who dared to differ. There was an inner harmony between the free market and unlimited terror. Iraq became an inferno. In the name of democracy, racism and cultural hegemony were imposed on the subdued people. How else can one describe the inhuman treatment meted out to the prisoners of Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay? The senses were starved of any input with hoods and earplugs; sexual assaults were carried out to debase them and electric shocks were administered to dehumanise them. In envy, Hitler must be convulsing in his grave. Naomi Klein precisely points out: “From Chile to China to Iraq, torture has been a silent partner in the global free market crusade.” Many countries have already experienced it: Mobutu in Congo, Pinochet in Chile, Suharto in Indonesia, Yeltsin in Russia — all had perpetrated it on their people with impunity, depriving them of the bare minimum that the people ever had. From the Chicago-boys to the Berkeley-mafia, everywhere the free market and US hegemonic designs played a pivotal role in expropriation. The revolution tends to devour its own children but capitalism in its highest form spares none.

Our planet has sufficient resources if shared justly amongst its inhabitants. What needs to be realised is an equitable system. Cyclic anarchy and religious orgy, the twin towers of capitalism can only be demolished by overthrowing this system, which has come to its dead end. Only people through their social consciousness can do it. Just before laying down his life Allende stated, “History is ours and the people make it.” Not unrelenting terror but only the emancipated people can prevent mayhems like 9/11.

The writer is based in Australia and has authored books on socialism.
