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As if two wars, both justified by bogus claims against two Muslim states, were not enough to satisfy the appetite of the neo-cons and their Israeli patrons, the US is on track for a third offensive in the 21st century against an Islamic country.

The US cyber war against Iran is in full swing. All important Iranian data, including that relating to its nuclear development projects, has been penetrated nearly effectively. The sanctions are having a telling effect on Iran’s economy. Such wide-scale sanctions are only applied in wartime. The obvious goal is to strangulate the Iranian economy.

Meanwhile, Iran is being encircled from all sides by military bases. These include bases in Turkey, Central Asian countries, Iraq and Afghanistan.

The joint US-Israeli plan to carry out assassinations of Iran’s nuclear scientists goes on unabated.

A concerted effort is underway to pressure countries to minimise import of Iranian oil. Special emissaries have been sent to countries including Japan and China to ask them to reduce imports of oil from Iran in a relentless campaign to rob its economy of its most vital source of revenue.

The US Persian Gulf fleet has been strengthened as a warning to Iran against any attempt to contemplate closure of the Strait of Hormuz in the event of escalation of hostilities. At the same time, there is a constant interaction with neighbouring Arab countries to secure their support for a military strike against Iran.

Barring one, all Republican hopefuls for the party’s nomination for this year’s presidential election have supported a military strike against Iran in accordance with the dictates of Israel. Such is the Israeli influence on the US politics, its economy and its media.

The latest report of the IAEA clearly states that no evidence has been found of Iran’s enrichment of uranium for military purposes.

Unless wiser counsel prevails in Washington and the West, a showdown is imminent. A military strike would damage Iran’s nuclear capability and would, at best, delay the programme of development of weapons-grade uranium, if that is the US intention. But it would have profound implications for the security and economies of the countries of the region. Oil prices would soar, benefiting many cartels. Relations between Iran and Arab countries of the region would sharply deteriorate. Iran’s military response, even if it is limited in scale, would destabilise the area still further, enormously worsening its economy.

There would be some voices for a change in Iran but a majority of the population would stand with the government in opposition to the US. Anti-America sentiment in the region will be at fever pitch. Many in the Arab world would show their disgust with their governments’ support for the US policy against Iran and such a sentiment could very well trigger another Arab Spring. The increased tensions between the Arab countries and Israel will jeopardise any slim chances of peace negotiations.

The Israelis and their American backers will have achieved a transient success at a huge long-term cost.

Will Pakistan show the same intrinsic weakness or will it support a friend and a neighbour in its hour of crisis? Will it look the other way as the US and Israel pulverise Iran’s nuclear installations? Such a course will have far-reaching, long-term consequences for Pakistan.

Not that anything substantial would be expected of Pakistan but even political and diplomatic support would be a brotherly gesture that Iran will long cherish.

Pakistan’s policymakers have to take time off from domestic crises to focus attention on the emerging scenario, which could have serous implications for this region.
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