Saffronisation of the Indian Military 
The RSS dream of merging religion, politics, and the gun has finally found its perfect instrument. 
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Indian Army Chief Gen. Upendra Dwivedi’s recent threat to “erase Pakistan from the map” and IAF Chief A. P. Singh’s exaggerated claims of destroying “Pakistani F-16s and radars” during Operation Sindoor are not isolated episodes of election-time rhetoric. They are symptoms of a deeper rot, the saffronization of India’s armed forces, where military professionalism has been replaced by Hindutva zealotry. What was once a disciplined, secular force is fast becoming a political loudspeaker of the BJP-RSS nexus? This transformation did not happen overnight; it has been a century in the making.
The origins of Hindutva influence in the Indian military predate even the creation of the RSS. In 1909, Lt. Col. U. N. Mukerji’s essays titled “Hindu: A Dying Race” became the first articulation of false Hindu victimhood in colonial India. The idea of an “exclusively Hindu army reclaiming lost glory” became a central theme of later right-wing nationalism.
By the eve of independence, the ideology of Hindutva had fully taken shape. It had two powerful organisations, the RSS and the Hindu Mahasabha, ready to enforce its vision of ethnically cleansing India, both systematically and overtly.
Its influence quietly seeped into the state and the military. Under the shadow of the RSS and the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Field Marshal K. M. Cariappa, the first Indian Commander-in-Chief, carried this bias forward. Yet, unlike his ideological mentors, Cariappa chose subtlety over open aggression. He masked ideology behind the discipline of uniform, but the seeds were 
already sown.
He was known to favour reduced Muslim representation in the armed forces and reportedly maintained close ties with the RSS and VHP. In 1947, Muslims made up about 30–36% of the Indian Army. Today, they constitute barely 2%, an alarming reflection of institutional discrimination.
Qualified Muslim officers like Lt. Gen. Zameer Uddin Shah and Adm. Mohammad Tahir were denied promotions to top posts despite exemplary service, while officers aligned with Hindutva networks were elevated. India hides this exclusion behind token gestures, parading officers like Col. Sofiya Qureshi to project “diversity” while systemic bias deepens.
It was all subtle, quiet and haphazard, but then came the fateful year – 2014.
That was when the RSS dream finally came true. Its political wing, the BJP, stormed to power with a sweeping majority. From that moment, the RSS’s grip on the Indian state grew absolute. In Modi’s earlier cabinet, 41 of 66 ministers were men of the RSS. Today, the number stands at 38 of 53. The government and the RSS have become indistinguishable. And so has the military.
Former Army Chief V. K. Singh now sits as a minister in the BJP government. Defence policy is no longer shaped in professional forums. It is shaped in Nagpur – the heart of the RSS.
The quiet Hindutva once whispered by Cariappa has turned into the Indian Army’s official creed. The ideology of the RSS now flows through India’s strategic doctrines. Phrases like “Akhand Bharat,” a unified Hindu empire stretching across South Asia, are no longer confined to political rallies. They echo in military circles. When generals start speaking the language of myth and religion, nationalism and extremism become one and the same.
You can see it in the symbols. You can feel it in the rituals. In 2024, the Army Chief’s office removed the photograph of 1971 war. In its place – a painting called Karam Kshetra. It shows Hindu deities beside tanks and fighter jets, blending mythology with military.
Army Chief General Dwivedi said the painting represents “Bharat’s civilizational vision fused with its military strength.” Words that would have been unimaginable under leaders like Manekshaw or Thimayya. Even the Air Force now performs Hindu rituals before inducting new jets. Officers proudly attend RSS-linked events, calling them “moral inspiration.” The army’s neutrality, once its greatest pride, has been sacrificed at the altar of ideology.
Jawaharlal Nehru saw it coming. Decades ago, he warned his foreign secretary, Yezdi Gundevia, that “the danger to India is not communism; it is Hindu right-wing communalism.”
His words were indeed prophetic.
The RSS-BJP project of Hinduizing the Indian military does not end here. It is making sure that even if the BJP is voted out of power, the RSS’s control over the military remains intact.
For the future, the RSS–BJP project to remake India’s military rests on two strategic pillars: the Agnipath scheme and the Sainik School network. The Agnipath recruitment program, launched in 2022, enlists around 46,000 young “Agniveers” each year. After four years of service, 75% are discharged, a potential reserve of tens of thousands of trained men, many exposed to Hindutva indoctrination. Security analysts fear these former soldiers could become RSS foot soldiers. There is precedent: Major Ramesh Upadhyay and Lt. Col. Purohit formed the extremist group Abhinav Bharat, which carried out the Malegaon blasts (2006, 2008) and the Samjhauta Express bombing (2007).
Equally worrying is the RSS takeover of Sainik Schools, the feeder institutions for the National Defence Academy (NDA). Between 2022 and 2023, 62% of newly affiliated Sainik Schools were handed over to Vidya Bharti and other Sangh-run trusts. In Vrindavan, a “Girls Soldier School” is managed by Sadhvi Ritambhara, infamous for her role in the Babri Masjid demolition.
This ideological capture has grave regional consequences. A nuclear-armed military driven by religious chauvinism and cataclysmic ideology is not only a regional threat but also a global threat.
India’s growing recklessness, from the Balakot strikes to the unprovoked attack on Pakistan during the called Operation Sindoor to the Indian Army Chief’s nuclear threat to “erase Pakistan from the world map”, should be a clarion call for the world. The RSS dream of merging religion, politics, and the gun has finally found its perfect instrument.
As the Sanskrit proverb goes, “Vinaash Kaale Vipreet Buddhi”, when destruction nears, wisdom is lost. India’s saffronized military stands today as proof of that tragic prophecy.
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