Right of Self-Defence 
India is better advised to forego its malicious intent against Pakistan and engage with it for the resolution of the issues, including Kashmir. 
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Security of the state is invariably the top priority of every nation, and as such, they also have the inherent right of self-defence, implying that they can adopt any measures thought to be appropriate against the perceived threat or aggression by any other state. The UN Charter very much acknowledges this inherent right of Member States. Article 51 of the UN Charter reads: “Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and security. Measures taken by Members in the exercise of this right of self-defence shall be immediately reported to the Security Council and shall not in any way affect the authority and responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to take at any time such action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore international peace and security.”
The need for collective self-defence has never been as intense as it is now in view of the permeating global security environment. The situation in the Middle East is so volatile that almost all states in that region feel threatened by the expansionist designs of Israel, supported by the USA. In South Asia, the regional security environment is also very precarious due to the machinations of the Indian government, inspired by the hate philosophy of ‘Hindutva’, particularly its aggressive posture towards Pakistan, as is evident from Indian aggression in the backdrop of the false-flag operation in ‘Pulwama’ in 2019 and recently in Pahalgam.
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan have impregnable bonds underpinned by religious solidarity and shared strategic interests, which have always remained on the upward curve in spite of the ever-changing global environment. They already have strong defence ties since the early sixties. Both countries had genuine concerns about security threats to them. In such circumstances, entering into a formal defence pact by them is their right as enunciated in the UN Charter. What needs to be understood is that though it is a NATO-like agreement covering a comprehensive spectrum of defence cooperation, it is not against any third country in particular. It is only against the possible aggressor contemplating to threaten their security. So by all means it is a defensive deterrent and should not cause ripples at the regional or global level. The Russian ambassador in Pakistan, welcoming the pact, has termed it a stabilising move.
However, the fact is that some countries are trying to give different meanings to the pact by expressing reservations about it. These apprehensions by any country are not justified or appropriate unless it really has aggressive intentions against Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. It surely has enhanced the chances of maintaining stability in the Middle East and South Asia.
The Indian government, responding to queries by media, has said: “We are aware of this development, which formalises the long-outstanding arrangement between the two countries. We will study the implications of this development for our national security as well as for regional and global stability. The government remains committed to protecting the national interests and ensuring comprehensive security in all domains.” However, the Indian media is looking at it from the perspective of heightened tensions between Pakistan and India and is implicitly suggesting a threat to Indian security. It is actually typical of the Indian media to walk a step ahead of the Indian government in developing and propagating bizarre narratives when it comes to relations between the two nuclear giants. The fact that India and Saudi Arabia have very strong strategic ties should have a sobering effect on the Indian government and stop it from giving bizarre meanings to the pact between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. The question is, why would Pakistan and Saudi Arabia commit unprovoked aggression against India? Indian apprehensions and concerns actually emanate from her own guilty conscience because it has never accepted the partition of the subcontinent and has made persistent efforts to harm Pakistan. These efforts have gained more intensity since the formation of the BJP government under Narendra Modi.
India is better advised to forego its malicious intent against Pakistan and engage with it for the resolution of the issues, including Kashmir, which have bedevilled relations between the two countries and vitiated the security environment of the region. Pakistan and India are neighbours and this geographical reality cannot be changed. Continued confrontation between them is neither in their interest nor the entire region. It also hampers the prospects of shared regional prosperity. The threat perception will automatically disappear once the two countries resolve the Kashmir dispute which is the main cause of confrontation between them in conformity with the UN resolution and the commitment made by the then Indian leaders.
Pakistan does not want military confrontation with India, as was rightly said by Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif while addressing the Pakistani community in London, and would like to put the past behind them after the conclusion of the recent military confrontation between the two countries. However, that would not be possible without the resolution of the Kashmir dispute. Sooner this reality sinks in the minds of the Indian rulers, the better for both the countries and regional peace and tranquillity.
It is, however, regrettable to note that the Indian defence minister, while talking to the Indian community in Morocco, has again hurled an implied threat against Pakistan, saying Operation Sindoor could see a second or even third phase if Pakistan continues to support terrorism. He reiterated the earlier statement of the Indian Prime Minister that the counter-terrorism operation was “just a pause” and could be resumed. One is amazed at the intransigence of the Indian leaders, even after they had to eat dust when they attacked Pakistan.
The Indian leaders must understand that Pakistan is a nuclear power like India with the capability to thwart any aggressive designs against it, even in individual capacity. Therefore, there is an imperative need to take a detour from the path of mutual destruction and try to live in peace by removing all the obstacles to creating the much-needed bonhomie between them. For that, it needs to abandon its false narrative of across-the-border terrorism and accusing Pakistan of being responsible for it. Is it not ridiculous that India is crying hoarse from every convenient rooftop to hold Pakistan responsible for terrorist attacks at Pulwama and Pahalgam, for which it has no credible evidence, while the latter has irrefutable evidence of its support for BLA in Balochistan and TTP in KPK? Why is it not responding positively to Pakistan’s suggestion of an independent international commission to probe the issue so that the truth is unravelled?a
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