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True neutrality means consistent, self-respecting positions that serve national interests. 
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 “Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown,” wrote Shakespeare. It is also said that one cannot wear a crown and then complain about its weight. Together, these ideas capture India’s current dilemma: a state burdened by its own ambitions, faltering diplomacy, and declining credibility—yet constantly wallowing in self-inflicted crises.
After the Pahalgam attack, India hastily blamed Pakistan without providing substantial evidence. Their main claim was the recovery of “Made in Pakistan” chocolates at the scene—a flimsy and unconvincing narrative. One wonders if they believe they’re living in a Bollywood script. The incident exposed the hollowness of India’s diplomatic approach and its desperation to deflect attention from internal issues. The international community remained unmoved, refusing to endorse the accusation.
India then launched diplomatic efforts to gain global support, but these failed. Skirmishes with Pakistan only deepened India’s embarrassment, especially when Indian fighter jets were downed. Even then, they refused to acknowledge defeat. In a puzzling move, Indian cricketers withdrew from the World Championship of Legends, seemingly as a protest over Pahalgam. Yet the world saw no credible Pakistani link to the incident, nor did it view India’s boycott as a meaningful stance. It only added to India’s growing image of miscalculation.
Then came Donald Trump’s bold remarks. Known for his blunt tone, the former U.S. president mocked India’s economy as “dead” and suggested that Pakistan, with U.S. help, could one day export oil to India. While far-fetched, the statement was less about technical feasibility and more about signalling a shift in geopolitical tone—highlighting India’s declining leverage and Pakistan’s untapped potential.
Oil and gas extraction requires long-term vision. Though Trump cannot serve beyond two terms, he has always favoured results over process. His optimism about Pakistan’s energy potential suggests a desire to redefine South Asia’s strategic landscape.
A key factor in the growing rift between Washington and New Delhi is India’s reliance on Russian oil and its role in BRICS. Once considered America’s key Asian partner against China, India’s deepening ties with Russia cast doubt on its reliability. Its BRICS membership, a China-Russia-led counter to the G7, only reinforces this. While neutrality is often wise, duplicity is not. As Trump implied, one cannot play both sides in global diplomacy.
India’s attempt to portray Pakistan as a perpetual villain—seen in “Operation Mahadev”—also failed to gain traction. The global audience has grown indifferent to such narratives.
Meanwhile, Pakistan finds itself at a critical juncture. With the right strategic choices, it could shift from a struggling state to an emerging economy. According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, Pakistan has around nine billion barrels of petroleum oil and 105 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. In the early 2000s, Pakistan’s oil consumption was 350,300 barrels per day; today, due to rapid industrialisation and a vehicle boom, that figure has more than doubled. Pakistan now imports about 135,000 barrels daily, with a deficit of nearly 467,000 barrels per day—an urgent gap to address.
U.S. collaboration could be pivotal. Pakistan’s offshore energy reserves remain largely unexplored. With American investment and technology, this sector could transform.
However, development depends on internal stability. Pakistan must secure and utilise its land-based reserves as well. Sindh has 247 oil sites, Punjab 33, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 15, and Balochistan 4. While Punjab ranks high in business readiness, Sindh faces electricity shortages and canal disputes; KPK has seen a rise in terrorism; and Balochistan suffers recurring unrest. Regional disparities must be addressed to become a reliable energy hub.
Pakistan must also adapt to shifting global realities: the weakening dollar, China’s alternative banking systems, and Russia’s assertiveness. This emerging world order requires Pakistan to balance partnerships with both the West and East. U.S. mineral investments and Chinese Special Economic Zones should be pursued in tandem—not in competition.
Most importantly, Pakistan must avoid India’s mistakes. Instead of appeasing both blocs with mixed signals, it must adopt a principled, transparent foreign policy. True neutrality means consistent, self-respecting positions that serve national interests.
The moment is ripe. With energy potential, strategic relevance, and a shifting global climate, Pakistan has a chance to stabilise and redefine itself. The world is watching. The only question is: will Pakistan seize it?
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