Diplomacy: The Way Forward 
Dialogue, not escalation, is the only path to a stable and secure future. If India chooses war, the consequences will be unpredictable —and irreversible. 
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When diplomacy fails, conflict between sovereign nations often erupts, turning dialogue into a battleground. War begins when both sides refuse to yield, clinging to their positions until confrontation becomes inevitable. It is a ruthless and open-ended zero-sum game, fought over territory, resources, political gain, or historical grievances. The consequences are devastating—death of soldiers and civilians, destruction of infrastructure, mass displacement, separation of families, and deep psychological scars that linger for generations. In war, even if one country claims victory, it is humanity that truly loses. As Adolf Hitler grimly acknowledged, “I know the horrors of war: no gains can compensate for the losses it brings.”
Before nations march toward war, several pressing questions must be asked. Why initiate a conflict when the odds may not favour you? Have internal challenges been resolved before seeking to subjugate another? Why do decisions of war often rest with a small elite that manipulates public sentiment? And have we forgotten the horrors of Partition that still haunt millions?
Modern wars are not fought with swords or arrows, but with advanced weapons and nuclear arsenals capable of wiping out entire cities. As Bertrand Russell observed, “War does not determine who is right—only who is left.” With such stakes, both sides must pause to reconsider. Will war bring peace, end poverty or inflation, or create jobs? If the answer is no, then war is not a solution but a distraction from unresolved domestic crises.
Pakistan, the only Muslim nuclear power, possesses weapons capable of deterring aggression from adversaries, including India. Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan once stated that Pakistan’s nuclear programme could decimate several Indian cities in minutes. And as Muhammad Ali Jinnah declared, “There is no power on earth that can undo Pakistan.” The lesson of history is clear: war must be the last resort, as its costs are too high and its outcomes too uncertain.
India, rooted in Hindutva ideology, should consider the broader consequences of escalation. While Muslim nations may be disunited today, a full-scale war could compel many to stand with Pakistan in solidarity. Underestimating this potential alliance would be a grave miscalculation.
India has repeatedly violated agreements, committed cross-border incursions, and oppressed Kashmiris seeking self-determination. Despite these actions, it often escapes international scrutiny, perhaps due to its immense economic appeal to the West. Pakistan has taken its case to the United Nations, highlighting Indian transgressions in Kashmir and acts of espionage, but the global response has been tepid.
As tensions rise over India’s violation of the Indus Waters Treaty, diplomacy remains the only viable path. Water is a lifeline for Pakistan’s economy, agriculture, and population. India must recognise this reality and honour its obligations, or risk forcing Pakistan to act in defence of its survival. Dialogue, not escalation, is the only path to a stable and secure future. If India chooses war, the consequences will be unpredictable—and irreversible.
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