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 To maintain its freedom, the American leadership believes that everybody else must lose
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FOR the USA, independence and freedom is a zero sum game. The Fourth of July has become a symbol of American independence and freedom to create dependence and slavery in other countries who either dare to disobey the superpower or represent a country which may possess strategic resources needed to maintain supremacy in the world.

Thus, to the US, it is a win-lose proposition where to maintain their freedom the American leadership believes that everybody else must lose, and that if the disobedient nations are let loose, they will hurt American interests in a substantial way. The execution strategy in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the recent persecution of Iran are blatant examples of American attempts to target and occupy indirectly, important oil producing countries. Those cooperating with them, i.e Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar and Pakistan, are declared as allies and those not willing to give in are labelled terrorist states which must be punished and purged to protect the freedom of the American world.

The strategy for creating dependence follows the typical prevention and execution path of opposition annihilation adopted by America. The pretext is “suspected” terrorism. Anybody with the slightest and the remotest possibility of bearing any resemblance to al Qaeda are either shot on sight or captured to be imprisoned at murderous places like Guantanamo Bay and Abu Gharib. These are torture cells of the highest calibre, designed to break down all human resistance by their extremely creative techniques of shattering human dignity to pieces and degrading all human values to smithereens. Thus, the three suicides at Guantanamo Bay is a reminder of the barbarian, unbearable and inhuman conditions under which “suspects” of American disobedience are caged.

SENTENCED TO DE-HUMANISATION: Prisons are not made for providing free and comfortable accommodation to men of dubious credentials. Rather, they are cells of punishment designed to create discomfort and remorse for actions which have restricted their choice of a better life. Thus it is taken for granted that the stay for people in these cells will not be experiences which they would like to repeat. However, neither are these cells created with the explicit intention to act as torture cells to serve the idiosyncrasies of sadistic and frustrated officers who know that breaking of laws or human values is going to be condoned by the higher ups, who actually themselves represent abject indifference to any ethical standard and values when it comes to serving their egos and self-interests.

The famous American law that you are innocent till proven guilty, is being violated with disdain. None of the prisoners in Guantanamo Bay have been proven guilty; in fact no trial whatsoever has taken place, denying basic rights for these suspects to prove their innocence — a fact which seems to have no significance in the White House.

Since 2002, a small portion of the United States Navy’s base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, has been used as a military prison and detainment camp for suspected al Qaeda and Taliban operatives captured in Afghanistan and elsewhere around the world. Its purpose, according to US Secretary of Defence Donald Rumsfeld, is for holding terrorists and “the worst of the worst”. The detainment areas are limited to three camps in the base: Camp Delta (which includes Camp Echo), Camp Iguana, and the now-closed Camp X-Ray. The facility is often eponymously referred to as Guantanamo, Gitmo (derived from the abbreviation “GTMO”, or Camp X-Ray.

The use of Guantanamo Bay as a military prison has drawn fire from human rights organisations and other critics, who cite reports that the detainees have been tortured to indescribable limits. The detainees are considered neither prisoners of war, nor common criminals, and are therefore not permitted review by or recourse to the US legal system. The United States Bill of Rights grants all people (with the exception of prisoners of war), regardless of nationality, Constitutional protection — it is for this reason that the detainment camp is housed on foreign soil. Were the detainees to step foot in an American state or protectorate, they would then be guaranteed due process of law.

In litigation regarding the legal rights of those imprisoned at the base, the US Supreme Court has recognized that the detainees “have been imprisoned in territory over which the United States exercises exclusive jurisdiction and control.” Therefore, the detainees should have the right to due process of law under the Fifth Amendment. Thus far this ruling has not changed the Bush administration’s policy towards the detainees.

Supporters of the detention argue that constitutional rights have never been afforded for prisoners of war, and that the unique circumstances of the war on terror, most notably the lack of a conventional opposing army, require that enemy combatants be detained indefinitely. However, the detainees’ status as potential or active terrorists, and the lack of any ratified treaties regarding treatment of captured terrorists, makes the situation particularly complicated.

The Bush administration argued that the Third Geneva Convention does not apply to perceived al Qaeda or Taliban fighters, since the Geneva Convention only applies to uniformed soldiers of a recognized government. To date, no foreign government has supported this argument. Critics of US policy say the government has violated the Conventions in attempting to create a distinction between ‘prisoners of war’ and ‘illegal combatants’. Under this supposedly contentious grey territory, the US seeks to be a law unto themselves and drive prisoners to a self-demolition spree.

Thus, what had been expected for quite sometime became true when Saudis Manei al-Otaibi and Yasser al-Zahrani, and Yemeni Ali Abdullah Ahmed, hanged themselves with clothes and bedsheets in their cells, the first prisoners to die at Guantanamo since the United States began sending suspected al Qaeda and Taliban captives there in 2002. Rights advocates blamed US detention and interrogation policies for the suicides of the three detainees at and warned that conditions at the camp would drive more to kill themselves. These suicides were predictable results of indefinite incarceration and interrogation techniques that amount to psychological torture, leading to extreme stress and mental illness.

“The amount of psychological stress that is placed upon detainees cannot be underestimated. They are numb, depressed, desperate. Many of them are suffering extreme psychological effects,” said Gitanjali Gutierrez, a lawyer with the New York-based Centre for Constitutional Rights, which represents more than 170 of the around 460 Guantanamo inmates.

The three men hanged themselves after being held at the prison camp for about four years without charge. About 460 men accused of links to Afghanistan’s Taliban or the al Qaeda terror network are still being held. Most have been held for more than four years without charge.

CIVILISED DEPRAVATION: What does freedom of action and speech mean? Does it mean the right to do what is legally right and the right to voice your opinions? Does it involve imposition of laws and opinions on others? Does it encourage individualism and self centeredness? These are questions which need to be answered and dealt with as the word free is now being interpreted as free of legal responsibility, free of morality, free of respect and tolerance, and free of discipline and decency by rich and powerful over the poor and powerless.

The cultural divide has proven the failure of a common understanding of laws, rights and responsibilities. Americans have interpreted this word as the right to unilaterally decide what is right and wrong, the right to make laws which support what “they” think is right and wrong, and the right to interpret and implement these laws in situations where “they” think these apply legally. Thus when the prisoners want to go on a hunger strike, they are forced fed with nasal gastric syringes, thus taking away their choice for eating, breathing, living and dying.

The Muslim world takes the word of freedom by interpreting it that they have a right to exercise their beliefs and faith, the right to fight for their religious rights, and the right to resort to violence if their religious beliefs are offended. Thus the word “right” is actually country, sect and individual specific and the right to believe in whatever you think is right actually is the bone of contention amongst the different parts of the world. But at the end of the day, might is right and America, knowing this, is bent on protecting its might at all costs even if it means blasting a few countries in the process.

While the whole world is aghast at the beastly treatment meted out to “suspects” in torture cells of Guantanamo Bay and Abu Gharib, the American reaction to the suicides is typical — cold, callous and cutting. Colleen Graffy, deputy assistant US secretary of state for public diplomacy, told the British Broadcasting Corp. the deaths “certainly (are) a good PR move to draw attention.”

US Navy Rear Adm. Harry Harris said he believed the suicides were an “act of asymmetric warfare against us” rather than an act of desperation. The official spokesman also said that they are removing sheets and clothing from the cells to make it difficult for detainees to kill themselves — such is the crass insensitivity of the American intelligentsia.

These remarks are so outrageous that even the European media is aghast. Britain’s conservative Daily Mail newspaper said the officials had spoken “with utter apathy to world opinion” in an editorial headlined: “From the high moral ground to the gutter.” These remarks are truly representative of the American philosophy and approach to human values.

Anybody who is a Muslim with links to “suspect” countries, be it Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia or Egypt, and who bears the slightest resemblance in face or in action to al Qaeda is open for interrogation, conviction and physical and psychological degradation. This description automatically becomes a target of discrimination, and American frustration.

The Americans are highly frustrated at their inability to subjugate Afghanis and Iraqis to their whims and fancies despite years of blasting and bombing innocent people. One way to vent out their failures is to make these barbaric torture cells where they treat these suspects worse than animals. Despite having pictorial proof of the inhuman degradation of the suspects, and American soldiers gloating and getting masochistic pleasure out of it, no serious action has so far been taken against the culprits. The main culprit Donald Rumsfeld, who has time and again proven the architect behind these Gestapo replicas, has repeatedly been declared as a hero by George Bush, and subsequently he goes around with the license to get away with murder.

CONCLUSION: Freedom and independence comes with the power to become a rule maker and a rule breaker. The power to become a rule maker comes from economic might, which requires a ruthless approach to control strategic resources at all costs. And if it costs a few million innocent lives to achieve these lofty aims, so be it. America today has badly exposed its inability to rule the world on fair and level playing grounds. In trade, their industries have come under heavy attack. The famous car industry of America, which epitomised American innovativeness and dynamism, is on the verge of bankruptcy beaten hollow by the Japanese car industry. Their steel industry is crying for protection against the European steel imports and in every other labour intensive industries, the Chinese are wiping them out.

With trade deficits looming large and the economic policies being changed overnight, it is time for the Americans to concede their supremacy. But having ruled the world for almost a century, they just cannot accept defeat gracefully. For them legal means justifying illegality on the basis of “the larger good for a safe and peaceful world” — a sentence which has become a laughing stock in every nook and corner of the world. It is also a mockery of their values and beliefs. A government based on force and coercion, a leadership bred on crime and corruption is more what Americans pictured Iraq to be. But the same applies to America, the only difference being that America does not practice it on its own public, rather on people of weaker countries who do not have the economic or military might to retaliate in kind.

The American exceptionism has been taken too far. This is the excuse for them to play baseball and not cricket, ice hockey and not ground hockey, and basket ball and not football. This is not because they are exception to the rule but because they may never be able to lead in games which face open and global competition. It is this obsession to avoid being at the receiving end which has made them go to all lengths to create rules which they bend and break whenever suitable.

It is time for the rest of the world to put a united stand on bringing America under the same rules as those applying to all else. However, the Muslim world’s disunity, the economic preoccupation of the Asians and the political manipulations of the Europeans will always give the Americans enough opportunity to dismiss, disturb and disregard all codes of integrity and humanity.
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