[HERE is much unease over the
human rights are being observed
 both the government and power-
dividuals. International bodies,
uding the US State Department,
ve, from time to time, expressed
mcern over the situation in this
country among various others. The
1eed for doing something is common-
recogmsed
' Law enforcement in this country, by all
iccounts, leaves much to be desired, what with
gquent custodial deaths and police encoun-
“ters. There is growing increase in lawless
haviour all over Pakistan, though the posi-
n with regard to Karachi is particularly
_grave. The government is engaged in introduc-
ng police commissionerate system on an
_experimental Dasis in Karachi and, for good
. measure, it is setting up a human rights min-
istry in Islamabad.

lngoxar as the political aspects of the prob-
lem in Sindh and Karachi are concerned, much
is being said and written about them. This is
- putside the scope here, although it is very

closely linked to law enforcement in the .
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| * { Policing in Karachi is bemg seen in the hght
ot various precoficeptions: government is
ap})rnaghing the problem from the angle of
suppressing terrorism first and talking later or

| regards the political approach to be gub-

~—servient ie the overriding task of fighting what
a———— - . P

-is an insurgency. There arée political elemengs
- that regard Mohajir rights to be the centrhl
issue; the MQM certainly does so. Many others
regard the problem of the integrity of Sindh’s
provineial boundaries as the supreme objec-
tive that overrides minor matters of how law is
enforced. '

Liberals, democrats and humanists never-
theless consider human beings’ safety and wel-
fare first and foremost. They regard that as the
supreme value that does not require any argu-
ment or proof.

Therefore any aim or objective that compro-
mises human beings’ safety, security and other
citizenship rights is a dangerous n or
otherwiseunworthy g()d[ By now it Should be
d(.u.pled as axiomatic that any goal that
requires grave violations of human rights is
ipso facto undesirable and evil. It is possible to
-argne this point from ample experience of
modé&rn times. But it is best to regard it as
proven: anti-humanistic methods h e always

—
noble-sounding objectives because anythi
that begms with violating the supreme va lue
cannot promutq thal value. This IS an impor-

)
l
.‘h fant aid with which one should equip oneself |
F

F “for appruachmg the problems Lhm are crowd-
«. ing in upon us.
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es. It has established the fact that even
day-to day working of the police and other
security agencies involves often grave viola- -
tions of human rights. The court records pro-
vide another conclusive evidence. Then of
course there are the media at home and
abroad.

Finally human rights watchers abrodd are

more or less unanimous that policing methods |

in this mum?vﬁﬁh too rough and ready
and have scant regard for human dignity or
respect for the value of human life. Well may
the government establish a ministry to ensure

“that its other agencies do not transgress! Every

one will only hope that the purpose 1s not to
whitewash the ugly reality but to tdele the
problem.

As for Sindh, espemal]y Karach1 althnugh
the government habitually denies everythmg
that thousands witness every day, no one is

The human rights watch-
ers abroad are more or
less unanimous that polic-
ing methods in this coun-
try are much too rough
and have scant regard for
human dignity or respect
for the value of human
life. By setting up a min-
istry of human rights, let
the government ensure
that such methods are
given up. One hopes that
the purpose is not to
whitewash the ugly reality
but to tackle the problenr.
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taken in at hu;'ne m: abroad. The wide-scale
rsiege and search operations earlier by soldiers
dmdnow by police and the Rangers resulting in
hundreds of young men being picked up with

maltreatment so common and so many disap-
pearances and custodial deaths have created a

mental clilpaje among at least the dominant
*Mﬁ%’achi population. The latter now
posits adversarial relation hip between itself
and the machinery of the state, may be state
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ing ,“uman rlghts record.

pies a specml 1ndeed-u‘mque p051t10r| One
had occasion to dub it as nelther Sindhi nor
police. Even the “President recognises the fact
that its largely foreign provenance renders it
as ineffective as’ it is seen 1o ‘be an unfrlendly
visitation. It has 1ndulged in 50 much: crime off
its own bat that various detalied re‘forms, often
.proposed, will simplynot do. ¥

astounding licence that no orgamsed force can
ever be gwen in regard to treating the suspect-
ed criminals in its custody. Everybody through
out Pakistan knows that mest police encoun- -

During the last. ten months it has had an'-"

ters are usually fake; théy have been’so for

‘ages. But those in Karachi are mostly cold-
blooded murders in full knowiedg& that no
queqr.mnq shall be asked :

The police is to be regarded as an mteggal

part of the complex and complicated problem

i } v any stretch of imagi-
nation be treated as a means of solving it or

of Karachi and cannot by any

even being ‘a help in.the task of achieving
peace.

This particular police force cannot be
reformed in fact should not; be reformed.
It should be disbanded and sent homeé in
batches at three months intervals during whigh
a new citizens’ pO]lCL force will have to be

raised by and for local communities for law

enforcement by those who are taught the law

and proper methudb for it to be respected by

all.

Insofar as the axperimun of the police com-

missionerate system is concerned, not all its
details are known and that few Pakistanis have

any real experience of it. All that is known is

that law and order will be mainly looked after
by one police officer in the city and he shall
not be accountable to; or supervised by, either
rest of the bureaucracy or'the senior magistra-
¢y, though pérhaps. tﬁe High Court would
retain overall authority — gomg by the Indian
precedent. !

The debate whether the distriet m.l;;,mrale"
and deputy commissioner should be the
supreme law enforcer or the superintendent of .
police is beside the point. The overall relation
ship between the police and the political
authorities is the crucial factor.

If theé police were to remain an instrument
in the hands of political masters it would
always be misused. And that i3 the supreme
corruption by both the govermment and the

police insofar-as it is meant for enforcing law.
]_n fact it is possible to argues that mbst of the.
corruption in thlS country issues from the’

government being able to makeé:laws that

are a mockery of natural justice and fair play
and caven‘w%e‘h a perfeqﬂy good? iaﬁy exists, it
has evolved pracm:e‘: 1o bend it Vﬂ’gld) is why
rum in this country shds,been badly
auled We all know the Lolamaf inheritance
ad laws and worst practices by bureaucra-

cy. :



- Ing in upon us.

= The establishment of a human rights min-
i Istry, seen in abstract or_isolation from the
¢ Social and political centext, can only be accept-
; able. Apart from the ap}irehensmn regarding
_ the Park.),nson s Law having somethmg to do
with it, the context is not very reassuring. The
government is being attackeduright and left for
. its human rights record and it wants to

nnpurtant is not Pa}usta.ms image.

eigners say is not, per se, more important than
hat the people at home think and say. What
e the people saying?
) Gwen the well-known fact of the poor gredi-
ST _';y of the government, people tend to
' ieve the worst. Ade documentation
F 15 been done by I'Iu.man Rights Commission
Pakistan, a moderate body with consider-
- more credibility than Islamabad possess

_ advance plausible explanations. There is also .

int o be made, h :
2R ¢, if assing. Whay S, gafie Fegarditiy law

swhatis the reality:at-home; what the for-..
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itself.

Many think that the process has gone so far
as to have resulted in the alienation of this sec-
tion, at any rate of its younger elements if not

——

everyone. The looting and the extortion of so '

many by the security agencies Inn the house-to-
house searches and for releasing the wrongly
arrested boys is talk of the town. 86 much so
that the President is reported to have himself
adinitted the fact. The question is what has to

Karachi? °° F %

The mlhtary }jgg of it§ ‘own accord with-
drawn from the thankless and misconceived .
task. Rangers can certainly be withdrawn and
would eventually be when PM Benazir Bhutto
adjudges the task to have been accomplished.
The police would of course remain. Although
the police forces in ‘this country are riddled
with corruption and are known to be in habitu-
al connivance with crime, Sindh Polic® 0ccu-

i

énforcementiti™;
1 uParts ~af.
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The half a dozen constirutibns that have
been written in and for this country in the last-
48 years raised only slightly dlffenng super-
structures on the solid subbtrdtum' of the
Government of India act 1935. s
Apart from changing the .number of
Assembly members and the names and desig:
nations or adding fundamental rights’ chapter,
mcludmg Ob_]ectlve Resolutions, the shape of
he,%fate structure angd.its working has
{&_ﬂlam&( eﬂa{fﬂy whﬁ}t’}t M'ﬁzfo\t 1947 —
. going fack to Montz-gub .
Chamesford efdrms
The overall purpose was centrahbat:lon and
giving hlgh officials privileses and perks that
are unique and exempting them from democra-
tic accountability. This is:the foumamhead of
all our carruption and thCh is how rlgle of law
is distorted intg no law for the rulefs and bad_
Jlaw and worse-éhforcemeut fbr ‘common peo-
ple. .

P
€.




