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I F HUMAN rights and democracy are to be

meaningful, it is critical that developing
countries be assisted in attaining an

adequate standard of living. Civil and political
rights must go hand in hand with equally
important economic, social and cultural rights.
For respect of human rights to be safeguarded,
it is an advantage also to have corresponding
economic and social development. 'J

With -these words, spoken at the 1991 United
Nations General Assembly, Uganda's Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Paul K. Ssemogerere, summed
up a debate that has become increasing important
- the debate over the right to development.

The right to development has been defined as
the right "to participate in, contribute to, and
enjoy economic, social, cultural and political
development". This definition is contained within
the Declaration on the Right to Development,
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly
in 1986. The Declaration is the result of several
United Nations efforts, dating back more than four
decades, to define (and promote) that right.

Already in 1941,freedom from want was one of
the "four freedoms" proclaimed as the objective
of the Allies (the others being freedom of speech,
of worship and from fear). The Allies repeated tht
commitment in the 1941Atlantic Charter and the
1942Declaration on the United Nations. In 1948,
the right to development was confirmed in Article
28of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
which states that "everyone is entitled to a social
and international order in which the rights and
freedoms setforth in this Declaration can be fully
realised. "

The 1966International Covenant on Economic
~ocial and Cultural Rights marks a further step
m elucidating that right. Article 11 of the
Co~enai1t, which is a legally binding treaty,
oblIgates States parties to "recongnise the right
?f eve~yone to an adequate standard of living...,
Including ~dequate f~, clothing and housing, and
to t~e. contInUOUs Improvement of living
conditIOns. The States Parties will take
appropriate steps to ensure the realisation of this
~ights, recognising to this effect the essential
Importance of international c(H)peration."

In 1969,the General Assembly proclaimed the
Declaration of Social Progress and Development
st~ting that "all peoples and all huma~
bemgs;..shall have the right...to enjoy the fruits

j of s~lal pr?g~,ess and should, on their part,
I contrIbute to It. But the most significant General

Assembly action in this area occurred in 1986 with
the adoption of the Declaration Qn the Right to

I Development. The Declaration established that
: rig~t as "an inalienable human right by virtue of

which each person and all peoples are entitled to
Ipar:ticipate in, contribute to and enjoy economic,

I

social, cultural and political development in which
all human rights and fundamental freedoms can

be fully realised."
The Declaration proclaims, among oti1er things,

that:

* The human person is the central ~ubject of
development and should be the parti

~
pant and

beneficiary of the right to developme t;
* All human beings have a respons bility for

development; and
* States have the primary responstbility for

creating national and international clbnditions
favourable to the realisation of the iright to
development.

The Declaration also states that thE1right to
development is both an individual and a qollective
right - a right of "every human persop and all
people's - and adds that "equality of opportunity
for development is a prerogative both of nations
and of indiyidual".
A NEGLECTED RIGHT!

In the views of some developing countries,
emphasis in the field of human rights has been put
on the political and civil rights of the individual
at the expense of development rights. Some
nations have complained of a "hierarchy of
rights", with the right to development in a lower
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throughout the world on Saturday.

position. ',_'° ,
Nigerian delegate Olu Adeniji told the 1992

United Nations Commission on Human Rights that
the world has interpreted violations of' human
rights only in terms of torture, denial of personal
freedom, imprisonment without fair trial or
involuntary disappearances. For too long, he said,
the world has ignored the fundamental right to
development and has not examined sufficiently the
effect on human rights of a hostile international
environment which has hindered national
development.

For the future, developing Countries have
easked that the international community
demonstrate as much commitment to the
promotion of economic, social and cultural rights
as it has to the promotion of civil and political
rights. ,

For some industrial countries, the civil and
political rights of the individual are the pre-
condition for the right to development. For some
developing countries, instead, the right to
development is the basis for civil and political
rights.

According to the first viewpoint, development
can be achieved only if all individuals are able to
contribute to it to the best of their abilities and in
conditions of equal opportunity. This depends on

respect for the rights of the individual and for civil
liberties.

As United States delegate J. Kenneth Blackwell
told the 1992 Commission on Human Rights, a
Government that protects political and ~ivil rights
creates the most nurturing environment for
development. In his opinion, political and civil
rights are the foundation on which the economic
and social welfare of the individual should be
constructed.

A similar view was expressed by British
delegate Henry Steel. Governments should not go
beyond their- proper sphere, he said, adding that
the ordinary citizen would not be motivated to play
a full part in the development process unleSs
human rights were fully respected and protected
by an open and fair legal system.

The opposite view sees the right to development
as a prerequisite for realising civil and political
rights. Pakistan's delegate, Mohammed Saeed
Ansari, told the Commission that the realisation
of the right to development was a sound foundation
upon which the superstructure of the entire body
of human rights could be firmly raised.

For Mexican delegate Eleazar Ruiz y Avila,
development is the most rational way to create
stability, promote well-being and encourage
democracy and economic expansion. He stated
that the right to development strengthened
individual freedoms and not the other way around.

A more comprehensive view, such as that
expressed in the 1986Declaration, does not try to
separate human rights into distinct categories. In
the words of the Declaration, all human rights are
"indivisible and inter4ependent", and the full
enjoyment of one depends on the realisation of the
others,

DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT

All participants in the debate see democracy as
essential in realising the right to development.
"Failure to apply and respect the principles of
democratic government has been shown to be a
serious obstacle to the realisation of the right to
development", states a 1991report of the United
Nations. Secretary-General summa rising the
views of Member States.

But many observers say the mere introduction
of political pluralism is not enough to turn a poor
society into a prosperous one. Madagascar's
delegate, Norbert Rastirahonana, told the 1992
Commission on Human Rights that it is necessary
to support the democratic changes initiated by
various least developed countries.

And Bangladesh's Foreign Minister, Mostafizl:lr
Rahman, told the 1991 General Assembly that
democracy without development runs the risk of
disappearing. "Without democracy a people's
potential for socio-economic progress cannot
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flower. Equally, without improved standards or"
living and a vision of the future that cannot sustain
hope, democracy will wither".

Cape Verde's Foreign Minister, Jorge Carlos
Fonseca, concurs. As he told the Assembly, "If
today democracy seems to be part of our common
culture, and respect for the protection of human
rights d~erves the support of all countries, then
economic development should equally be a major
concern.. .Democracy and human rights alone
cannot ensure the well-being and happiness of
peoples and are certainly not a substitute for
economic development. Certainly democracy and
the protection of human rights are indispensable
conditions for creating a favourable climate for
development, but development that is in and of
itself an important factor in consolidating
democracy also requires human and material
resources and a policy aimed at creating a
prosperous and wealthy society."

There is also widespread agreement on the need
to devote particular attention to the right to
development of the most vulnerable groups -
such as children, women, rural people, indigenous
peoples and the extremely poor.

"The abuse of the rights of indigenous peoples
is principally a development issue," states a 1991
report of the United Nations Secretary-General.
"Forced development has deprived them of their
human rights, in particular the right to life and
the right to their own means of

subsistence...Indigenous peoples have been, in j
fact, victims of development policies which
deprive them of their economic base - land and
resources - and they are almost never the
beneficiaries. "

The same report called upon all institutions and
individuals "to promote women's right to
development, for development that violates
women's rights is not development." Despite the
recognition of equal rights for women in
international instruments, they are often
undermined by culturally, religiously or socially
sanctioned inequalities between men and women.
In addition, development projects sometimes
disregard women's traditional roles and their
contribution to national productivity, place an
undue burden on women for implementation and
creat~nequalities in access to external resources
and s8-vices.

Extreme poverty is another threat to the
realisation of human rights. The 1991 General
Assembly stated that extreme poverty is a
violation of human dignity, a threat to the right
to life and a condition that prevents the most
vulnerable groups from exercising their human
rights. The elimination of poverty and the
enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights
are interrealted, the Assembly added. - UN
Re' ort. ---


