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India and Pakistan: Child osityachildmighthave.1?eeffectofthisin. . . .. Pakis~hasbeendevastaUngandthethought
Labour and EducatIon Policies ID ofmiUions of matriculates running loose,is .
Comparative Perspective almost worse than imagining them as being I
Myron Weiner and Omar Noman illiterate. It has meant a sharpening of class'
Oxford U iversity Press, 265pp (Price not divisipns between those who can afford
indicate studying in expensive English medium

I t is almost ~ifty years. since the schools and c?lleges and ~h?se who c~nn<;>t,
states of India and Pakistan came condemned either to surviVIng on their Wits
into being. Although there has,un- or being 'taught' in a government school. To

doubtedly been an improvement in some fill this void, another option which is be-
areas, others such as poverty, malnutrition coming increasingly popular and is also a ;

and high rates of infant mortality, have latent threat to an already unstable environ- j
dogged both states. Pakis~ in particular ment isthe g

.
rowthof u~ulated andunsu-

hashadaconsistentlyhigh economicgrowth pervised m~~quescho~ .
for decades but as far as the majority of the The need for quality education on a ~a-
people in the country are concerned, it has tional scale for any country for many st~tes
made little difference to their lives. Neither not even a debatable point. As this bdq,f
stateneedstoreinventthewheel:~te~o- illustrates in the past qne hundred ye~
r¥y and qistoric examples show that ~- states like Germany, Japan, Britain, t~
ernments nave to make education a priorit United States and China have introduce
I he are to re t e VIC cyc eo mass compulsory education and have seen the~
illiteracy an c I a 0 ere ave a - nations develop from divided and unedu~
ready een sm I I cussing this issue, cated masses into sophisticated economies;
notably Omar Noman' s previous work The leading the world ~nce, technology
Political Economy of Pakistan 1947-1988 and economic growth~dia and Pakistan,
and Akrnal Hussain in Strategic Issues in along with many other Asian countries which
Pakistan '
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end of the SeCOnd
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as iust'1I1ade~' appearance ip. Pakistan. World War:..,U,avebeen lef.tstapding. Paki-
published by Oxford University Press. stan has otten been cOinpared to South fro-

~-' 1_n'M~";~;MI1i'nnlvnnth"",hild rea in the 1950s as they we~ .on p~ ~co-

1

1 I
.. I

I
I
I

I .
I

r

I
I



i'WV"~U_-- J _..~--- - ~~ .
This workwasoriginallyonly onthe child'" rea in the 1950s 'ifs~mey"were"1)np-drecu-'

andstateinJndial;JyProfessorMy,ronWeiner nomically and Indi!l with China. It does
of the Massachusetts 'Institute of Technol- not need a historian or an economist to see'
ogybut Dr OmarNoman at Oxford Univer- that South Korea and China have left India
sity has added two chapters specifically on and Pakistan far behind, both in terms of
Pakistan.Thebook isadetailed studyon the economic development and literacy, and it
relation of child "labour and compulsory does not need a geniUS

~
guess that the two I

education,The book is well researched and things may be linked, It similarly does l1otl
timely as illiteracy in Pakistan is at Jast need a great deal of p rception to see that
recognisedas one of the post seriousprop- there is an unholy alliance between mass
lems facing the state. As Omar Noman illiteracyanCf'Chiidlabour.Incountrieswhere
pointsout, successivegovernmentsin Paki- childrendonotgoto school,there willbe the
stan have in the last decaae virtually admit- pitiful sight of underpaid and overworked
ted their inability and unwillingnessto take children working as members of a labour
on the cause of compulsory primary educa- force and even dominating certain areas of
tion for thepopulation.Therefore,allowing work such as match factories in India and

l

.theemergenceof non-governmentaleduca- carpet making in Pakistan,
~tional organisationsandprivate bodieswho The answer obviously lies in a complete
. aretrying to fill the vacuum. At an official overhaul of the education sy~teT and a re-
f
literacy rate of 26 per cent, Paki

,

stan has the definition of educatio~al goal1:/AsWeiner
,dubious distinction of havinj} one of the and Noman point outi many people in both
jworld's worst literacy rates.\The issue of India and Pakistan are aware of the need to
"child labour in Pakistan is also currentlyin be literate but also question the utility of-a

"'the news thanks to' the murder of Iqbal government school in providing educatiolJ
Masih, a twelveyear old boy, who recently As Noman's figures show,(most children
received an award from an American or- workmainly to learn a skill which they fee
,ganisationafter recounting how he had ap- will b~ useful to t?em ~ntheir ~orking bfi. r
,parently been forced to work as a bonded As children are Illvanably paId Jess than'
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hood., ~,~ minimal rates ~ill~gg4!t.!l~~ as l°!l$ l!S1
WeIner makes a number o~~mnQtl1tn~usetulo4l1 an11'finos-1

on the reasons b~hhid1h~e-6flndiato 'phereunconducive to teachi~s Weiner I
i.match China in eradicating illiteracy and graphically shows, states have always had
I much to its shame, the world's largest de- first to invest in educatiQ)!before results in
mocracy is also home to theworld' s largest terms of increased soclalawareness and a
nuniberofilliterates. Mostnotably, theChi- greater level of productivity was apparent

'nese made primary education compulsory thanks to a better educated work force. The

rfro~ 1949,This meant that C~ina's literacy other interesting statistic was that it,does.rate jumped from 20 per cent IIIthat year to cost that much more to even provIde a'
:U! 93 per cent in 1982. Mass adult literacy reasonable education, Countries like Srir

,

~4. campaigns were also launched.
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tYIeracy rate is still less thari 50 p~, ~ uct per heag ~.gu.2.!ts>~~ess tlian tl}at
i, The point made by the authors is th the ofIndiaotPakfstan,ha.vemanagecl~aclUe:vc-
7tI large numbers of children working in oth impressive literacy rates.
It India andPakistan means thateven whenan There is a growing awareness in Pakistan

'0 option oJ sending a child to school is avail- that something must be done. The present
~j able, poor parents are reluctant to lose a government has allocated billions of rupees
I'd supplementarywage, Although it is under- in the next few years WIdera social action
'Ot standable for economically deprived fami~ programme but there have been similar
~t lies and communities to send their children schemesfromprevious governmentswhich
e; to work as they need the money and have have got'lest.or side-tracked in the maze of
84 littlefaith ilt .e,educationreceivedas being bureaucratic inertia and corruption. This
~h:of anyreal use, itis..astonishingthat succ~- work showshow

~
e many of the problems

'o~' siX!:i~ve~ntsinIndiaandPakistanh~e are inter-related: there will continue to be.J.jnot made anx s~ious and concerted atteml1t child labour as 10 g as children and parents
;'8t toSfamp out Illiterac~. By not doin~ so bot~- have no incentive, reason or compulsion to
~l}/ countries have suttereaenormousl}'. in term§ be educated, AS long as the government

( Of high infant mmjali!)' rates "'a hi~ JlQI21!- does not provide the lead in l1lJIkingit com-
;,tJ IE!°l1 growth rate-low industrial !mrl ~gn- pulsory for children to attend, the majority
r cultural roductivity and accentu te ". will not. This gives official tacit support to'

o!' sio WIt' societ esthatnee e th the idea of child labour and as long as a work
:< ne of the lesser known acts B force is not educated, it is impossible for a
l7;, ligh~ by Weiner is that in both India and country to industrialise and to translate eco-
'Jo Pakistan, there are laws dating back to Brit- nomic growth into solid technological and

ish times which enable local authorities to' industrial achievements. The lessons of Sri
.s;,

I

pass a bill making primary education com- Lanka and South India mu§.t.alsobe noted:
l1ej pulsory, As yet there is no bill from either that although these regions are poor, they

government which makes primary educa-, have still left other parts of the sub-conti-
~ Ition compulsory in spite of many requestsJ' nent, p¥1icularly Pakistan, far behind, Mean-

and promises to do so. while, for India and Pakistan, the cost of
One crucial aspect of primary education their negligence in allowing children to be

which was dealt with by Weiner in his exploited as a source of cheap labour is
discussion on Indian education, which is horrendous.However,fashionableortempt-
obviously equally true for Pakistan, is the ing itmay be for governments to wash their
kind of education that the children actually hands of the expense and trouble of provid-
receive once they do go to school. In both ing basic social welfare, ,it is the ultimate
countries there has been a mental block responsibility of the state to ensure protec-
about updating or modernising the educa- tion of and education to, its children.me
tion system. What may have passed for an longer it takes the GovernmentsofPaEstan
educationin pre-partitiontimes simplydoes \ and India to realise and appreciate this fact,
not equip a child to do anything other than to theworse an already appalling situation will
be able to read. It encourages learning by inevitably get.


