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~ LTHOUG H there is no mversally US, that means between 3-4 mIllIon battered I the Com~lSslOn °!1Human RIghts, decrees.slgned rights and fundamental freedoms areA endorsed definition, the Uni .d Nati~ns women,e~chyear. . . by IraqI s Chal~man of ~,he Revolutionary' interdepe!1denta~d r1Iutuallyreinforcing."
defineshumanrights as t , ts which. ~.. ,*.HaIti: In many areas of conflIctworld-wIde, Co~mand ~,ounctlca!l. for ~ruel and unusual The UnItedNations human rights instruments
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inherent in our nature wow I. mllI,tary for~e~. u~e rape and sexual ~ssault to punIshment fC?rspecIfIed crimes. These ran~e and the principles and sta
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. c~nngt ~I as uRfin f ~ hey are rightS punIsh and lOtlmldate women for theIr real or from amputation of feet and hands to bfe them pointtheway towardhigl)erstandards oflifew IC ena e peop e to u y develo .and utilise perc~ived polit~c~1beliefs or those of their imp!~son~ent for ,s~chcrimes as auto theft and and,gx;gater~~onal fulfi1'i'iient. "
their innate qualities, such as intellgence and relatives, In HaIti, between February an~ ~uly falsIfIcatIono~?fflclal do<;ume.nts.~eserters or "Protection of filJllIa1'll'igfitS'iSessentially about
talent, and to satisfy deeper nee s,s~ch as 1~, 74cases ofrape.w~rereported, somevICtims evader~ of mlbtary servI~e, mcludlOg.anyone protection of each person against violations by

r spirituality. Human rights are the foundationfor belOgas young as el~ht years ~ld. shelterlOg them, are punIshed by.havlOg the others, be they individual,groupsor even nations.
a quality oflife in whicheach individual'sinherent * Former Yogoslavla:Accordingto the Human e~ternal part of an ear cut offand belOgtattooed The Universal peclaration of Huqlan Rights:

, dignity and worth will receive due.respect and Development Report 1994,since 1981more than wIth an "X" sYlDbolbetween the eyebrows. Adopted by the United Nations in 19411,the
l protection. '. . . 130,000people have b~n killed and more than 1/'* q~atemala: In Guater.n~la,during a dec~de 1L~e~IDecl~rati°!lg{Jll1Inan Rightsis the first
v:;;Respect for human rights ISessential to.$IciaL"- 40,000women raped,In what was shamelessly of cIvIl war, about I mtlhon people, mamly major internaTIonalstatement of ffiefUttdamental
rcanire~Qn6micprQgrp!i:Sand develoPD3en~..Yet, in called "ethn!c cleash1g~,At~east7,000non-Serbs indigenous,have been displaced\The regionmost rights ot<lI!'~wn.!nbeings,Definirighfurianrights
tOdays world, such fundamental rights as an have been dIsplaced, sometimes through forced severely affected, where 80to 95per cent of the aslOi1erent 10human nature and essential for a
inp.iyidual'slife, liberty and physical secur~~Y.<lre expulsion bet\~een J~ly and September 1994. p~pulation~pea~,Mayal~nguages, also show ~he truly humanexistence,it reaffirms that all hwnan
contlOually threatened by forces of represSIOn, Furthermore, 10BanJa Luka, non-Serbs report hIghest malimtrltlOnand Illeteracyrates, housmg beings are born free and e ual in dl a
ethnic hatr:edand exploi~ati!>n.. that t~ey are ~ubjectto r:ando~ viole~ce~ithout ~horta~es, and poor ac~es~ to basic services, s, IS eslgned to serve as "a common

Thec~rent s!tuationis far fromperfect. Abuses benefIt of pohce pro,tectlonor lOvestlgatl~n~nd lOcludlOgwater and samtatlon.. . s andard of achievement for all pe~les and aqof various kinds abound, from summary may be compelled lOto forced laboure dlgglOg / * Canada: Unemployment a"l2n.a.CanadIan _natlOijS" and retlects the moral au orlty 01the,
executions and cruel and unusual punishment for trenches near the front linesofbattle. Conversely, aboriginalsranges from35to 75per cern,reaching lOternational community. .
seemingly minor crimes to spousal and child the Serbs (especially Bosnian Serbs in southern 100per cent insome communities.Asa result, the .. ..
abuse and blatant social injustice. I I ces such Bihac) have reporteddiscrimination,harassment, major source of income for over 40per cent of A se~ec!lOn.of rI~hts proclau~ed In the
as Bos' Haiti and~Wanda ~la~antviola IOns det~ntionand ~ttack by Ml;1Slimcivi~ia~ and the Canada's indigenous people is government / DeclartlOn~thIrty ~rtlcl~s lOcludes, . '

haYtled to tfuLmsruptlonof socIeties an e nl&, policeand feelInsecureamIdst the crimInalgangs transfer payments, * T~e rIght to hfe, bberty and security of
religiOi:isai1dotner conflicts. . and pervasive violence in what was once the .1"* Australia: Aboriginal unemployment is person,

EI~ewh~re,t~, displacement of peoplecauses Socia1stFe<;ierativeRep~blic of Yug~lavia.. fivetimeshigher than the national~~emp~oyment ~ * Equality before the law; .
!amtly ~Isruptton, ho';llelessness, increased'~ Afghamstan:Accordingto theUnItedNations rate, Even when em~loyed, aborlgmal lOc~mes ./' * Freedom 9f movement and resIdence; .
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'exhaustive, the followl~~..eJSam~lesreflect the~hI1!ir~n ha"e been~lle<;id1trI?lfthe morr tlJr '\4 'f [he ~hallenge for ,Qt11te.4:N.att99S.1'Iem,ber 'pumshmeet;". . lilt'" - ..' J.~ .

nature and extent of human rights problems'" y'&,qrsofwat"inAfg6qnlsta'rt""~ .,.w< P. Srates IS to strengthen theIr commItment to * The right to vot" and«\lar'ft~$ate' t1\
worldwide which disrupt social development. .. Myanmar: Retaliating against attacks by promotingand protectingtheeconomic,socialand government;

* Rwam~a.:IJurm~ 1!j!}4alone, ~tween 5oo,boo insurgent forces, army troops in Myanmar cultural rights, as we.!las civiland politicalrights, * The rights to education,health protectionand
and on~ mllh~n people were killed as the result (formerlyBurma) reportedlyinflictcollectiveand. of people everywhere. to work; !
of.ethnic cOnflICtbetweenopposingTutsiand Hutu arbitrary punishment on civilians, ranging from Both development and human rights have as * The right to OW.1property; .
t~lbeS.As !I1anyas two millionpeoplehave been forced labour and gang rapes to degrading their main concerns survival, justice and human * Freedom ofthought,<!intscienceand religIOn;!
dIsplaced Inside the country. More than 500,000 inhuman treatment, torture and even summary well-being. It can be said that the oal of * .The right to social security; and, . ,
have sought refugee from violence in neighbouring executions. People forced by the army to porter development eI'ea I~a Ion 0 a . uman r~ * The right to an adequate standard of hvI~g. ;
states. . heavy loads of troops supplies have also served andthat develo ment is the rocessthrou wmch Althoughnot a binding treaty, the Decla~a~lOn

" * u.mted Sta~es: Women's rights are a prime as human shields between fighting factions, and ~ s are a alOe ,~~ has'acquired universal acoeptance. Its pr~vls~onsIssue 10 the Um~ed~tat~s ~here a high profile entire villagesare reported tohave beendestroyed e lenna Declaration and Programme of have beenincorporatedintolaws.andconstitutions.

doublemur~er ~Ial his hlghhghtedmarital abuse by the Myanmar Armed Forces due to alleged Action, adopted at the World Conference on in many countries, as well as lOt~m~ny other'-and d

~

OmeStlc vI!>lence.Based on reported cases cooperation with the Ming Tai Army.
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Human Rights in June 1993,also proclaimed that humap rights conventions and treaties smce 1948.
only, every 18mInutes a woman is battered in the * Iraq: Accordin~ to the Special Rapporteur of "democracy, development and respect for human - (United Nations), I' o'lJi'l . .


