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r I 10 be born @ woman in back-
ward and down trodden ar-
eas is to have a destiny of

servitude, in the best of cases of

second class citizenship or deaf
and dumb driven cattle. In the ru-
ral areas, women's economic par-
ticipation is greater but is always
un-rewarded and theirlifeismuch
more harder than theirurban coun-

arts.

ey are obliged to work in the
fields besides their husbands and
are also required to perform tradi-
tional household chores. They cook
the food, fetch the water from dis-
tant place, collect the firewood,
wash clothes and milk the cow.

They bring up their children and

comfort their men atnight. Their

life, in short is a routine of drudg-
ery and deprivation.

Famous British explorer-scholar
Sir Richard F. Burton commented
in his book Sindh and the races that

. inhabi the valley of the Indus, "the
country is known for killing in the
name of ghairat. Even poor langha

(alocal musician) cut the belly of a

land lord and wrenched out his

ts, and a Baloch tribesman mur-
ered the number of the ruling

Talpur Clan.”
vxlla" Eers are uncultured, il-

literate and rustic. They care for

only three things: “Zar, Zan and

Zameen” i.e. wealth, woman, and

land. Ghairat is precious and ro-

mangce and life cheap for the self-
appointed guardians of honour.

Pernicious, wicked and inhuman

practice of karo-kari (honour kill-

ing), (“If a woman having illicit
relations with a male, according to
custom of karo kari, her punish-
ment is death.”), is prevailing not
only in slum areas but also in most
advanced cities of Pakistan. Saima

Sarwar was killed in the HRCP

office in Lahore not by hired mer-

cenaries, but by her own kin and
kith. Her crime was that she sought
divorce from her husband.

Divorce is a legitimate right of
women. Islam gives exclusiveright’
toﬂle;ivh?‘mentoseekdivorces thor-
ou; asepa-
rat?g:n suﬁ in Pthae
courtand proving
it sound. But in
the country, civil
aswell as the can-

-non law has al- }
lowed mentobeat |
their better
halves. Customs
and social taboos
have given a free
hand to men, re-

of char-
acter, to Kkill

‘women in the
name of honour.

In the vicinity of Larkana, two
persons came to blow on minute
mater. People exploited the issue
and poisoned the ears of both and
situation reached at the level where
conflict seemed to be an inevita-
ble. Ghulam Mustafa shah was
not in position to face the grim
situation and decided to leave the
village so as to avert burning cri-
sis.

Opponent party played ruse and
took Quran on their hands and
with their bare footed girls to rec-
oncile. After four days, poor shah
was mercilessly and relentlessly
killed in front of his minor son.

There was no way out to get off
capital punishment. But what no-
ble savage did, killed his wife and
labeled as Kari with poor shah.
They are timid and coward, when
they do not face situation; they use
woman as a sacrificial goat to save
their lives.

There are certain loopholes in
our laws, which give immense
favor to the culprits to be acquitted
after brief punishment. Theseloop-
holes encourage people to commit
or perpetrate such heinous crime
in the name of honor killing. Un-
fortunately the failure of our gov-
ernmentand judicial system to pro-
vide and effective system of justice
has led to emergence of a parallel
system of justice, preserved and
Fer etuated by trigal and feudal
ords.

Necessity is the mother of inven-
tion. Karo-Kari has become a lu-
crative business in the village,
nowadays. Chase hunters of this
game always remain active and
inquisitive for prey the victims. In
Jacobabad, Muhammad Ali Malik
returned from Saudi Arabia, after
one-decade. He brought huge
amount of money to purchase land
in the village. After a few weeks, he
was declared as a Karo by Sher
tribes. Fear of death forced him to
accept their illegitimate demands.

Using karo-kari it is quite easy
for villagers to occupy the land of
another person especially the one
who is living in
urbanareas. Then
too it is a chronic
disease in the vil-
lagers to take
loans from each
otherand ifsome-
one had taken a
loan which was
beyond his capac-
ity to pay, assuch,
finding no other
appropriatealter-
native, he would
killany woman of
his house by de-
claring her kari
with whom he
had borrowed
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money  from.
With the reenlt

society. And thus, in thismale chau-

vinistsociety, women are too weak
and feeble. Women, who are
viewed as the principle symbols of
honour, are also major victims of
this alternative form of justice,
which draws sustenance from a
setup that is heavily weighted
against women.

They are punished for the crime
of love by the court of people of
their own communities and fami-
lies, not by the court of the land.
Holy prophet P.B.U.H said: None
not even the father or the sover-
eign, can lawfully contract in the
marriage of adult woman of sound
mind without her permission,
whether she be a virgin or not.

For the villagers, it is matter of
ghairat to ask her choice. She is
nothing thanstatue. Sheis deprived
of all fundamental and basic val-
ues of life. Out dated rites and they
are still observing rituals. Early
marriages, nuptial ceremony in
minor age, give and take, demand-
ing handsome amount in dowry
and hard cash.

Here religious scholars are silent
toraise eyebrow againstsocial evils,
whichhave crippled and paralyzed
the whole fabric of society. Gender
relations in Pakistan rest on two
basic perceptions. Women are sub-
ordinate to men, and that a man’s
honour lies in the actions of the
women of his family.

Being a patriarchal society they
are first under the control and su-
pervision of their fathers and broth-
ersand then under their husbands.
Societal violence is a menace in
Pakistan for which there are no
laws and is justified by tradition
like Karo Kari in Sindh and
Balochistan where men and women
suspected of illicit relations and
killed by the intention of restoring
tribal honour. :

The traditionisalso often abused.
to cover up personal vendettas,
murders or to obtain the victim’s
property. As members of tribal so-
ciety algarove of the custom, wit-
nesses do not come forward, and
family members do not testify
against alleged murderers.

But in a number of cases their
loved ones - fathers, brothers, hus-
bands and sons, kill innocent
women for their own purposes like
%et rid of their wife, for property,

or revenge, for defeat of enemy,
for getting another woman from
enemy tribe and for hiding any
committed crime. They know that
they are killing innocent woman.

Inavillage of Sindh, aman called
Aslam reportedly vouched for his
wife’s innocence after his brother
who alleged her of having anillicit
liaison had attacked her. The hus-
band took her to city for treatment
when he was told that his wife
would be permanently
Earalyzed from the waist down,

e enraged, declared her as Kari
and murdered. He took a woman
as compensation from the sup-
posed karo’s family.

that a fine would be dictated upon
the lender besides making the loan
forgivable. Honour killings are not
considered a crime by most people
who justify their action by declar-
ing these women of ‘bad charac-
ter’ and placing false allegations
on them. In fact, most murderers
receive little or no punishment if a
case is registered against them at
all.

The police force and the judici-
ary are institutions, which are sup-
posed to uphold fundamental
rights but have failed to provide
protection to the women of Paki-
stan. Though the human rights
bodies and politicians of the coun-
try have condemned the practice
time and again, but the govern-
ment’s inability to curb this cus-
tom has resulted in an unabated
continuity of the bloodshed of in-
nocent women. Implementation of
laws is another question.

The law takes a lenient view of
this crime of honour, which often
leads it to be abused in the back-
drop of governmentinaction. Even
when women are seriously injured
by their husbands or families, po-
lice often discourage them from
registering complaints and advise
them to seek reconciliation with
their husbands or families as any
matrimonial or family dispute
would bring dishonor to them and
their families if pursued.

In Karo Kari cases, when hus-
bands appear in the police station
with their blood smeared weap-
ons declaring that they have killed
their wives, police often fail to take
action againstthem, reflecting their
unwillingness to enforce law over
the custom. At the same time, the
lack of education and feudalism
are the two main factors that are
responsible for the crime.

Ms. Shaistaah belongs to a rela-
tively progressive tribe “ Aalimani”,
of Sindh. She entered into a com-
pletely legal and religiously cor-
rect marriage contract. But other
members of both the tribes played
a historic anti-Romeo and Juliet °
role, forcing the husband to suc-
cumb to their anti-social and ille-
gal pressure.

Ms. Shaista Aalimani has opened
a Pandora’s box for the politicians
and tribal chiefs alike. Her case
could form a sort of Magna Carta,
the Great Charter, and provea New
Code of Freedom for the sup-
pressed women folk whohavebeen
suffering for long.

Present government has taken
bold steps to frame law regarding
karo-kari. Before framing law, gov-
ernment should constitute a com-
mittee of senior parliamentarians,
religious scholars, noted advocates,
and humanrightsactivistsand over
and above feudals to develop a
consensus before enacting the law.
Enactment of law does not mean
that no innocent women would be
killed in the name of ghairat for
there are snag hurdles in the im-
plementation of law.




