September 11 and Europe s

AS America is in the
midst of the anniversary
of 9/11, it’s worth recalling
how Europe dealt with the
problem of political
rorism — and won,
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Iraly was terrorized
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cists, culminating in the 1978
kidnapping and murder of Prime
Minister Aldo Moro. West
Germany battled for a decade
against left-wing fanarics of the
Baader Meinhof gang. Red Army
Facton, and other groups seek-
ing to deswroy democracy and
capitalism. Spain continues to be
hir by bombings and assassina-
dons by Basque ETA separatists.
Here in Paris, I vividiv recall
the massacre on the rue de
Rennes, where shoppers were
sliced into bloody ribbons by fly-
ing plate glass after Lebanese
detonated bombs in one of the
city’s busiest shopping areas.
France suffered two decades of
agonizing attacks by assorted
Mideasterners, North Africans;
Corsican separatists, Abu Nidal's
killers. Carlos the Jackal, and
government assassins from Israel.
Iran, Turkev, Sytia, and Serbia.
Unlike post-9/11 Unired Swatss,
Europe did not indulge in self-
pity or nationalist frenzy.
Europeans became hardened to
random, bloody antacks. There
were few calls in Europe, such as
we now hear in the US. for
vengeance attacks and sxtensive
military operatons against for-
eign nanons. Europeans realized
they faced a long, hard souggle in
the shadows. After rwo decades
of polincal violence in Europe,
most of its perpetrators were
defeated or reduced insignificant
By contrast, 911 was & dranic.
single shock 10 generally
unworldly, self-absorbed
Americans, whose naton had
been untouched by war or ter-
rorist attacks before. Most
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Americans had lirtle idea how
deeply their government was
involved in other nation’s affairs,
or how much the US had come ro
be hated across the Mideast.
This was the first nome Amsnica
would have to pay what the
British imperialists used ro call,
‘the price of empire.’

Europeans understood three
important things Amerncans
have vet to grasp. First, po
and intelligence forces roust be
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who urged military crusades, but
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Third, during the
vears,' Europe’s media generall
behaved in a more respons
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of Muslims and Irag in Amel
The European media had
share of ‘news fabricators,
they were nowhere near as in
ential as the big guns
America’s axe-grinding neo-<con-
servative and right-wing media. |
Further, Europe’s press, which is
politically varied and avoids the
growing uniformity of views in |
American media, did notrush to |
offer itself as mouthpieces for |
government propaganda, as has *
some of the US media. 1
The results of public manipula-
ton and fear are painfully clear. \
The US media has convinced a
majority of Americans they are |
rotally innocent victims.of evil
forces, and thar Irag was behind
9/11, though there exists not a
shred of evidence. So Americans

.clamour for war against Iraq.

Over 75 per cent of Europeans |
oppose attacking raq. in spite of
=tigrrs by right-wing Bridsh
media to fan war fever. In fact
the common view here in Europe
:s that the Bush administradon
has run amok and is a2 greatsr
threat than internatonal 121707~
s or Iraq.

American conservatives like
to accuse Europeans of being
wimps in the so-called war
against terrorism. Europeans,
who understand war and colo-
nial conflicts far berter than
Americans, learned from 20
vears' painful experience that
patient police work and diploma-
cv. rather than flag-waving and
military breast-beatng, have®
been and will remain the way to
overcome political violence.—

Copuright Eric Margolis, 2002.




