NO repair work
has been

rried out on
the buildings
“declared
dangerous by
the city
government last
year, despite the
fact that the
authorities and
residents are
aware that
these are in no
condition to
withstand the
monsoon (gins
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Homes under a4
cloud

A fter the scorch-
a2 ing heat of June,
MOoNSoon is
awaited by all.
Unfortunately,
where the rain
& .&br:ngs relief to
the people, it can also cause dev-
astation and loss of life.
Collapse of roofs and walls
due to monsoon rains is becom-
ing more common with each
year. This leads to increasing
number of deaths and serious
injuries. Despite
the awareness that
Monsoon rains are
going to rause
- many problems, no
practical measures
are ever taken for the safety and
safeguard of dangerous houses
or their residents in advance.

i

No repair work has been car-
ried out on the buildings that
were declared dangerous by the
city government kist vear, despite
the fact that the authorities, as
well as the residents of these
baildings, are aware that these
dilapidated buildings are in no
condition to withstand the mon-
SO0 Tains.

According to an estimate,
there are more than 1,200 build-
ings in Lalore, mostly in the
walled city and its surrounding
areas, which have been declared
dangerous by the government.
These houses are a serious threat
to the lives of those inhabiting
them and those living in the
neighbouring hoises,

However, the buildings
declared dangerous by the
District City Government in

areas such as the walled city, -

Mughalpura, Baghbanpura,
Mozang, [chra, Islampura,
Sanatnagar, Ramgarh and Old
Anarkali.ete.are still inhabited
and no repair work has been car-
ried out.

A few such houses were
demolished in the walled city by
the Town Planning Department
but their number is insignificant.
Around 90 per cent of such
buildings and houses in the city
are still inhabited.

The vity government's Town
PManning Department, now divid-
ed into six towns, has served
notices on the occupants of these
buildings, directing them to
vacate their houses immediately,
but to no avail. The city govern-
ment doesn't have any specific
plans to demolish these danger-
cis structures nor are the own-

ers of such buildings planning to *

repair the damaged portions.
What is the criteria for declar-
ing buildings dangerous?
Muzamil Ishtiaq, a Town
Planning official said: “Our
department listed the dilapidated
houses after conducting a survey
of these localities. We evaluate
the structural weaknesses of the
buildings from its age. It's a very
tough and risky job because the
occupants seldom allow us in to
analyse the suspected buildings.”
“Under the provision of ordi-
narce 2001, the department has
a right to demolish buildings it
has declared dangerous. Even
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Ma;sr.r:y of the difapidated bmfdmgs are in the walled cify posing a serious threat to the lives ol those
inhabiling them and those living i tha agighbouring houses. Phalos: Rahat Dar

then it is hard Tor us to demolish
such buildings. Nobody is willing

ready to risk 2 coliapse
move Lo safer buildings,” he
added.

“However, somelinies we are
forced to lake emergency steps
when our departiment finds out
or the neighbours report to us
that a parlicular building is near
collapse. In such cas i
the help of police 1o
house or take other preven
measures to avoid a possible dis-
aster, especially during mon-
soon.”

On the other hand, the resi-
tients of these dilapidated build-
ings have their own stories lo
tell.

llyas Maivnood, a resident of
such ]fhn;, in Switn
if the department
rneti about our pro
awnd wainls to save our lives, why
doesn’t it heip -us tinancially o
rijatir our houses. T am a gar-
dener and it is hard for me I:J
even afford food for my m.
How do they tx}J(‘LL me to
money for n-;n.na Although as

Motuminad Kashif wrl Kaka,
another res .r‘]uu living inside

1 am i.m‘ only
bread earner in rny-r famly and I

have six children. It is hard for
me to even pay my utility bills,
Repair work is out of question.
No doubt we are aware of the
dangerous condition of vur
house, but we are helpless
becawse we don't have any other
plitce to go to and cannot afford
10 rent a house.”

here is hope that the situa-
i ge soon. The gov-
ernment is considering a pro-
posal to pay arcund 30 to 40 per
cent of the repair costs for the
really duinaged houses, Lei us
see i this promise is carried out.
It remains to be seen if the
promise will-materialise and if
didd, how many of the residents
will be able to afford the remain-
ing costs,




