Rohtas fort falls to modern ways 
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Rohtas Fort represents a breathtaking blend of architectural and artistic traditions from Turkey and the Indian sub-continent of the Mughal period. —Dawn Photo 

ISLAMABAD: Rohtas Fort which proudly withstood fierce assaults and power struggles 450 years ago has finally fallen to the vagaries of modern age – greed and so-called development.
If the public had been encroaching upon the grounds of the fort for decades, today the government itself is on the assault.

Battle lines are being drawn over its plan to cut a road through the vast fort grounds which will definitely ruin this glorious National Heritage.

On the front line are Ministry of Culture and Department of Archaeology. Already disturbed at the unabated encroachment that has reached the walls of the Rohtas Fort, they are shocked at the government’s road project to connect Rohtas with Chakwal.

About two months back Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry had directed the Punjab government to remove the encroachments from Rohtas Fort within 30 days to protect this exceptional example of early Muslim military architecture.

But the directions of the court fell on deaf ears as nothing has been by the concerned authorities to clear the encroachments in the Rohtas Fort while the 30 days deadline has passed.

Built by Todar Mall, under orders from Sher Shah Suri in 1541, Rohtas Fort the protected mediaeval military architecture under Antiquity Act 1975 faced graver threats than just unabated encroachments.

‘To the horror of all, the Dina to Rohtas road is being extended to Chakwal that would pass through this World Heritage Site – an insult to the Supreme Court’s directions,’ an official source with Ministry of Culture told Dawn.

‘We all know that building the road will generate a lot of activity. And before you know, more shops and kiosks will come up. If the thoroughfare is built, we fear it will decimate the 470 years old structure to horrendous proportions,’ the source dreaded.

An official of the Department of Archaeology said with some trepidation that the DCO Jhelum was conveyed the negative fallout of the road project who had done little to fight encroachments.

‘There is a whole village inside the walls of the fort and we have been protesting against encroachments that had reached the walls of our national heritage. Department of Archaeology has no enforcement regime. And this aspect is sole domain of respective provincial governments.

Rohtas Fort represents a breathtaking blend of architectural and artistic traditions from Turkey and the Indian sub-continent of the Mughal period,’ he said.

DCO Hameedullah Khan of Jhelum, when contacted, said: ‘We are revising the old scheme to by-pass the fort.’

Under the original plan, traffic was to pass through the fort towards Chakwal, Mr Khan said.

DO Roads Babar Hussain echoed the DCO when he said: ‘We are considering an alternative route by creating a loop outside the walls of the fort to conserve the ancient heritage’.

On the other hand, Rs30 million are lying with the federal government for restoration and conservation of Rohtas Fort, especially the endangered areas such as its gates, Shahi Mosque, which was one of the most decorated of the original buildings of the fort, the main baoli (water well made by cutting deep into the limestone) and the fortification of walls.

‘We are also in touch with foreign donors and expect a positive response as Rohtas Fort is a declared World Heritage site,’ the official source in the Ministry of Culture.

‘Rohtas Fort is an archaeological jewel being ruined because of administrative failures and vested interests, which was why there were no amicable solutions to encroachments,’ said the source.

