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Ik shahenshah ne banwa
“ke haseen taj mahal —
Sari dunya ko mohabbat
ki nishani di hai
(An Emperor built this
beautiful Taj Mahal
And gifted it to the world as
a symbol of love)
magine how Shakeel
. Badayuni, who wrote
these lines, may have
reacted to the irrepara-
ble loss done to this
monument of love,
India’s premier tourist

The Uttar Pradesh govern-

filling the two-kilometer
stretch of Yamuna-bed with a

the Taj Heritage Corridor, a
the backdrop of Taj Mahal.
Tractors ferrying soil and 800

The issue came to light

of environment, pointing out
the environmental hazards if
the flow of Yamuna water was
disturbed. “The filling of the
flood plain,” he wrote in the
letter.
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in the performance report
2002-03, presented by
Environment Minister
Nasimuddin Siddiqui during
the budget session in August
2002 before the State
Assembly. The project had
proposed 120 crores rupees
for the various projects
around the Taj Trapezium. The
department released 17 crores

rupees. to NPCG in November
2002  and assured 35 crores
rupees by-May 2003-as second
instalment. Thus, “not only
environment hut also the
finance department seems
equally involved in this huge
bungling,” said a senior offi-
Ccer.

There is some foul play
surely involved as crores of
rupees worth of contract for
removal of sand was given by
the state govemment desplte

_the fact that s

irreparable loss has however
been made to the Taj, and the
original landscape of this
World Heritage monument has
been ruined forever. The
famed view of Taj Mahal from
Muthammam Burj (Jasmine
Tower) of Agra Fort that
Shahjahan enjoyed during his
imprisonment till his death is
there no more. Mehtab Bagh
across the Yamuna from where

- Shahjahan saw the sun set is.
- there no more. “With the

change in Yamuna flow, the
beautiful gardens that were
excavated in 1994 are bound
to be submerged or irrepara-
bly eroded once the monsoon
sets in,” said a senior ASI offi-
cial.

Taj Mahal was perceived as
a tear drop of a lover pre-
served in form of a marhle
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10 crore rupees as ‘pending
payment’ from the govern-
ment for it says it spent 27
crore rupees to lift 21 million
metric tons of sand and an
equal quantity of yellow soil to
dig a five feet pathway.

A probe is underway which
if completed will find a place
in a secretariat almirah. An
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seems that some agents in the
government want to rob the
nation of its historical splen-
dour — and leave behind a
shopping mall, some restau-
rants, discos and cabarets.
Perhaps, UNESCO should
intervene to let this five-cen-
turies-old monument of love
exist, forever.

Work in progress: (main) The construction of a garish entertain-
ment and shopping complex near the Taj Mahal; and (above) a
view of the wonder in white.



