Ancient secrets
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The valleys or Nains of the Kirthar mountain range bear tremendous pre-historic and archaeological significance. On the right bank of the Gaaj river in the Dadu district is Rohel Ji Kund with signs of the Amrian period. It is believed that N.G. Majumdar, the great explorer of Kacho, Kohistan and Kirthar was killed at this site by a band of dacoits.
At the Rohel Ji Kund lie remains of a stone fort and some circular buildings. There are small rooms inside the fort while its entrance is towards the north. The remnants suggest that the fort must have had four watch towers similar to a stone fort in the Rustamani Sori Nain south of Gaj Nain.

Northwest of the fort, plain or painted potsherds depicting peepal leaf or peacock motifs are scattered on the ground. Rohel Ji Kund is unique among the other sites in Sindh for a rich variety of motifs peculiar to the Nal pottery, also found east of Balochistan. Most of the pottery is so characteristically Nal that one can easily conclude that there was a cultural influx from the later stages of Nal culture. Amrian pottery has also been found on the surface and at shallow depth at Rohel Ji Kund.

North of the fort is another circular stone structure, three to five feet high from the ground. The outer wall of the structure carries two rows of black boulders alternating brown stone rows. Similar black boulders were also used at Jaro Dan, two kilometres north of the circular building. This structure has a square plan and four openings reminiscent of the fire temple of the Sassanid period. Close to this structure are the remains of fallen menhirs and a stone circle.

The main entrance of the structure opens to the east, flanked by two black boulders depicting bull images. Others depict images of the Bactrian camel, ibex, mountain goat and birds while seven boulders are engraved. There are similar structures in different Nains in Kirthar but without engravings.

There are three humped bull images on the boulders of which two have joined legs and the other has separated legs. One of the bulls with joined legs stands before an unidentified object. Between his front and hind legs are two symbols of which one is possibly the fire altar. The hump of the bull bears unidentified symbols. The second boulder depicts a bull with curved horns and joined legs. Hundreds of similar bull images are present in Nali Nain. Three unidentified signs are also seen on the same boulder, which were probably engraved later. The third boulder depicts a bull with separated legs. The hump, tail and curved horns of the bull are prominent.

One finds many bull images in other rock art sites of Gaj and Nali valleys. At the Sado Mazo rock art site five kilometres west of Wahi Pandi overlooking the kumb (natural pond), there are 11 bull images of which one has separated legs. All others are engraved with joined legs. Terracotta bull figurines with joined legs belong to the early Indus period. According to American archaeologist Jonathan Mark, the terracotta bull figurines go back to the Ravi/Hakro phase (3700-2800). The Indus seals and pottery from Moenjodaro and Harappa depict bulls with separated legs.
Several other sites of the later Indus period like Nindowari, Nausharo and Rana Ghandi depict similar bull images.

The two humped camel or Bactrian camel with joined legs is also engraved on the boulder. The tail, neck and head of the camel are clearly visible. Another boulder shows the figure of the mountain goat with a prominent goatee and a long tail. One of the boulders shows the hump shaped figure surrounded by hammer markings.

Rohel Ji Kund is the only site in the Gaj valley where boulders depict images of the bull. At other rock art sites bull figures are engraved on the cliffs, locally called ban. Images of birds are also engraved on one of the boulders where the beak, eyes, wings and legs of the birds are prominent.
This one is a magnificent bird engraving, not found elsewhere in the Gaj valley.
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