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LAHORE: Punjab's hospitals were
mostly unfriendly to patients because of
poor managemel1t by the government
attention and lJoard of Managements
(BoMs). The previous year witnessed
the approval of uniVersity status for
King Edward Medical College
(KEMC), the start of the Punjab
Emergency Ambulance Service and its
help line 1122, the-unification of the
Pakistan Medical Association (PMA).
The Vniyersity of ]iealth Sciences failed
to make the academic and examination
system of its'mediCal colleges
homogenous~

The government failed to stop
public sector doctors pl}lctising
privately. It also could not start a
regular service structure for doctors
despite the chief minister's promises.
The following were the major
developments in the-health sector:

Contractual appointments:
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, the Punjab
chief minister, announced the
abolishment of the doctors contractual
employmentsystem in July but his
promise is yet to,be fulrdled. The
Punjab health minister claimed to
implement the new regular service
structure system within the next 2D
days of Elahi's announcement, which
are yet to come. Meanwhile, the PMA
has been protesting against the
contractual service structure, which is
also opposed. bY,$he»unjab Public
Service CommisSion.'

Private Practice:' The
goveniment am)ounced in 2003 that it

Health sector review 2004
would not ban private practiCes by
public sector doctors. The
implementation of an earlier ban by Dr
Mahmood Ahmad Chaudhry, the
interim health minister, failed because
of fierce opposition. The government
relaxed the ban and institutionalised
private practice within hospitals by
introducing outdoor-patient evening
shifts, but the ban has completely failed
as senior doctors and professors are
still not available during the evening
shift. The government has said that it is
impossible to stop doctors from
practising prtvately and there was no
point of a ban Imless other professionals
such as engineers and teachers were also
stopped. ,

However, the government extended
the ban's deadline till December 31 at
the reguestofvarious doctors and
ordered all mediCal ,colleges to provide
emergency serviCes to allow in-house
priv;ite practice. The government's
latest policy on private practice is a
surprise, since earlier announcements
were touting the introduction of a
legislation to regulate private
laboratories and hospitals.

KEMC university status: On
July 23, Elahi announced university
status for KEMC. KEMC has over 40
departments with 140 senior teachers.
KEMC's elevation makes redundant
VHS Ordinance 2002.

PMA unification: The four PMA

factions unifie!l after a period of eight
year~ citing 'the betterment of the .>

medical col11munity'.. The PMA had
~plit,int9 Pl\1A~l)r Yasmin .Rashid
Group,;PMA-Dr'Saeed Elahi Group,

PMA-Dr Tanveer Zubari Group and
PMA..Dr Hag NaW8ZGroup. The
internal rift occurred over the
ownership and o~cupation of PMA
Trade Centre (PMA House) on
Ferozpur Road. The uniting factions
signed a code of conduct vowing to
make PMA House a trust, withdraw
cases against each other and hold joint
elections in Ap!;il 2005.

UHS fails in uniformity: UHS was
unable to introduce a uniform annual
examination system for MBBSand BDS
courses. UHS announced, without any
notification, a 'tentative' change in its
examination schedule, which was sent to
its affiliated colleges. UHS said that
uniformity in the examination system
was not possible this'year.

Meanwhile, people protested against
the flaws in the VHS examination
system throughout the year. UHS
announced friendly relations with the
Lahore Medical and Dental College.

, Unprecedented favour to
UHS: Tbe government, after a lot of
pressure from Dr Mahmood Ahmad
Chaudhry, the VHS chairman board
of governors, entitled VHS to 5.5
percent of the annual tuition fees of
its affiliated medical colleges.

The VHS claimed that President
General Pervez Musharraf, who is the
VHS's patron~in-chief, approved the
move. The VHShad earlier wanted 10
percent annual fees from affiliated
colleges. Several colleges asked the
government to notify the VHS that
their demand for a share of annual fees
Was illegal otberwise.

, Twoprivate medical colleges,the

Lahore MediCal and Dental College
(LMDC) and Fatima Memorial
Hospital College for Medicine and
Dentistry (FMHCMD) in Lahore;
three public self-finance colleges, the
Services Institute of Medical Sciences
(SIMS) in Lahore, Sialkot Medical
College (SMC), and Sheikh Zayed
Medical College in Rahim Yar Khan
and .five public colleges are currently
registered with the UHS.

No policy for private colleges:
The Punjab Health Department failed
to fmalise rules governing the
establishment of private medical
colleges. The lack of rules resulted in
the mushrooming of various 'illegal'
private medical colleges. SinceAugust
1999, 26 private colleges have opened
or are planning to open without the
government's permission.

The Lahore High Court had
directed the government in 2002to
formulate a clear policy governing the
registration of medical collegesin
Punjab. The fate of students in illegal
colleges is still hanging.

Dangerous, fake, illegal dugs:
A number of medical and drug stores
were selling banned medicines, like
Vion, which was withdrawn by its
manufacturer on September 30
because of it's severe side effects.

The federal, provincial and local
governments are still silent about the
matter and have not taken any
measures to withdraw the banned
mediCines from the markets.
Government drugs inspectors have not
informed drug store owners about
banned medicines. The stores continue
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