Fighting the Menace of Cancer 
One heartening reality is the generosity of the Pakistani people. Deeply religious and socially conscious, they consistently support healthcare institutions and the underpri-vileged. 
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Cancer is undoubtedly a deadly disease, but if detected early, it can be treated effectively—albeit at a high cost—saving countless precious lives.
Pakistan has a large number of hospitals in both the public and private sectors. However, with the country’s rapidly growing population, existing healthcare facilities are simply not enough. The demand for more quality hospitals continues to grow.
One heartening reality is the generosity of the Pakistani people. Deeply religious and socially conscious, they consistently support healthcare institutions and the underprivileged. Their sense of charity is reflected in the Zakat and donations they offer, especially during Ramazan, to institutions like the Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre (SKMCH\&RC) in Lahore and Peshawar. In fact, private Zakat donations often surpass the automatic deductions made through banks at the start of the holy month.
During a visit to SKMCH\&RC, it became evident that the growing trust of the Pakistani public has enabled the hospital to offer quality, multi-modality cancer care to thousands of patients from across the country, regardless of their financial circumstances. The Shaukat Khanum Hospital in Lahore has completed 30 years of service since its opening in December 1994. The Peshawar facility followed in 2015, and the Karachi hospital is now in its final stages of construction. The Karachi centre will be twice the size of its Lahore counterpart and is expected to open its doors next year. It aims to serve 75% of its patients free of cost, just like the existing hospitals.
SKMCH\&RC depends heavily on fundraising, donations, and Zakat collected both locally and abroad. In Ramazan 2024 alone, the hospital received Rs 6.5 billion in donations. According to hospital sources, its total annual budget now stands at Rs 38 billion.
Karachi, being the business hub of the country, is home to some of the most generous donors. Their contributions are crucial in the fight against cancer and in ensuring treatment is provided free of cost to a majority of patients.
Over the last three decades, SKMCH\&RC has spent Rs 102 billion on free cancer treatment. It has administered over one million chemotherapy sessions, one million radiation sessions, and performed 236,000 surgical procedures. The hospital also introduced Pakistan’s first PET-CT scanner and runs one of the country’s largest chest cancer awareness campaigns. It has even established Punjab’s first population-based cancer registry, contributing vital data to the World Health Organization’s Global Cancer Observatory Report.
In 2024 alone, public generosity helped fund cancer treatment worth over Rs 17 billion, with more than 362,000 outpatients visiting the Lahore and Peshawar facilities. The hospital also maintains strict Shariah-compliant Zakat management to ensure every rupee is used effectively and transparently.
SKMCH\&RC continues to set new benchmarks, having earned several international accreditations, including the Joint Commission International Enterprise Accreditation, Quality in Oncology Practice Initiative (QOPI) certification, and College of American Pathologists accreditation.
These achievements are a powerful testament to what Pakistanis can accomplish when united by a shared purpose. In the fight against cancer, SKMCH\&RC is not just a hospital—it is a symbol of hope and collective strength.
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