Quiz-O-Mania: In the line of duty
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ONE: The country plunged into gloom and anger when an assassin’s bullet pierced through the head of the great South Asian leader, Ms Benazir Bhutto, hardly a few yards away from the spot where the country’s first prime minister Liaquat Ali Khan was assassinated decades ago. Syed Akbar, who assassinated the lieutenant of the father of the nation, was immediately shot dead by a policeman, leaving many gaps in the investigation. What was the nationality of the assassin?

TWO: The first leader to be assassinated in the subcontinent after independence was Mahatma Gandhi on January 30, 1948. There would have been a communal riot of untold proportion had the administration not announced in all the big cities through megaphones that the murderer was a Hindu and not a Muslim. The assassin who shot him point-blank had earlier in May 1944 made an attempt to stab him to death but he was overpowered by a Gandhi follower. Name the assassin.

THREE: The 61-year-old Rafik Hariri was assassinated on February 14, 2005 when explosives equivalent to around 1,000kg of TNT detonated as his motorcade drove past the St. George Hotel in the Lebanese capital, Beirut. He had one thing in common with Ms Bhutto. What?

FOUR: At one time the three neighbouring countries had popular prime ministers in Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Indira Gandhi and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. All three of them met unnatural death. Bhutto was hanged, while Indira was assassinated by her Sikh guards, resulting in fierce anti-Sikh riots in Delhi. When was Mujib assassinated -- before or after Indira?

FIVE: Abraham Lincoln and John F. Kennedy were the two US presidents who were assassinated when they were holding the office. Lincoln was killed by an insane actor in a theatre, while Kennedy was assassinated when he was driving in a motorcade in Dallas. By the way, Kennedy was the youngest president of the US -- 43 years and 236 days. The oldest to enter the office was 69 years and 349 days. Can you name him?

SIX: The simplest definition of assassination is ‘murder of a political figure’. In this list of people who escaped or survived assassination attempts is a person who was targeted twice by two different ladies. Can you tell who: King Husain of Jordan, Charles de Gaulle, Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan and Adolf Hitler?

SEVEN: Name the South Asian leader, a former prime minister, who was assassinated by a female suicide bomber.

EIGHT: Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga was the fifth president and fourth to hold the office as executive president of Sri Lanka from Nov 1994 to the same month in 2005. Her father Solomon Bandaranike was his country’s prime minister when he was assassinated in 1959. Her mother became the world’s first female prime minister. Chandrika married a famous film star Vijaya Kumaratunga, who too was assassinated. She was also once targeted but escaped with one major injury. What was that?

NINE: Name the American civil rights movement leader who was a Baptist minister, a great orator, one of the young recipients of the Nobel Peace Prize and was posthumously awarded Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Carter, who later won the Nobel Peace Prize himself. The man you have to guess was assassinated when he was addressing his admirers. He is known for his famous “I have a dream” speech.

TEN: Can you recall the name of another winner of Nobel Peace Prize who was assassinated while he was witnessing the victory parade in his country’s capital? He was the third president of his country.

                                               ANSWERS

(1) Afghani (2) Nathuram Godse (3) He too was the prime minister of his country twice -- from 1992 to 1998 and again from 2000 to 2004 (4) Mujib was assassinated on August 15, 1975, while Indira was killed on October 31, 1984 (5) Ronald Reagan (6) Gerald Ford, who eventually died a natural death at the age of 93, a year ago (7) Rajiv Gandhi (8) She lost an eye (9) Martin Luther King (10) Muhammad Anwar El Sadat. — Compiled by A-N

