Gender issues in the

era of globalisation’

- relatively large endowments of labor, .

MANSOOR AHMAD

he most heartening
aspect of
globalisation is that
it has opened vista
of opportunities for
womenin the
developing
| countries.
| The unfortunate reality,
however is that these opportunities
have not been fully exploited in
Pakistan.

High costs have forced the
industrialized nations to shift labor
intensive industriesin developing

| countries, particularly those with

is the high share of female employ-
mentin theemerging exporting
industries.

Pakistan is not taking full advan-
tage of its women's talent. Ladies
are barred from working after sunset
that has limited their job Qpportum-
ties particularly in apFare industry
that badly needs available skilled
womenworkforce.

The state through this discrimina-
tory law has reduced job opportuni-
ties for women. A better option
would have been to make it manda-
tory for factories to pick and drop
gi irls working in the second shift.

The entrepreneurs inneed of
skilled women work force would

have happily complied.

The crude activity rate (per cent of
labor force in total population) for
women in rural areas of Pakistan are
10.7 per cent and 6.3per cent in
urban areas). While the refined
activity rate (per cent of labor force
in population of persons having 10
years of age and above) is for
women in rural areas is 16per cent
and 8.8per cent in urban areas.

Gradually things are improving for
the women, which have been caused
by their tremendous determination
and courage.

They are entering in the field of
education, health, engineering,

IT and active participation is seen
See page 18
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