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,b/ ~ bytheUS when as a consequence itimpinged on the sovereigrity/r 'I, 11 arlana aa ar./tJ ofPakistan.
7J 6.1 ., The setting for the dialogue was the Intercontinental Hotel

It appears to a proverbial lull before the storm. Kabul is a city where the savageries of the Taliban was a daily and cruel re-
without a soul and its inhabitants appear to be in a state of minder ofhow one had asyetalso not understood the Talibail's
perpetual fatigue, mere onlookers as tl:tegreat game contin- 'psyche'. In the main dinning area all figures on the wall, specially
ues. Liberators or occupation forces? Afghans today see the replicas of the Bamiyan Buddha, were chiselled out cruelly. It ap-

coalition forces asa strongline of defence in the face of civil war, pears this was one of the first things the Taliban did when they
and no one is in a hurry to see them depart. However, there was 'liberated' Kabul and entered the hotel.

not a single Afghan who was prepared to defend the Taliban and So there were no surprises when the Afghans at the dialogue
so, today they see these foreign 'defenders' as those who 'saved' gave vent to their feelings and saw the rise of terrorism under the

I

them twice. First from the SovietUnionand then from the Tal- Taliban, when continuing support came from those outside
iban.. 'Afghanistan, whohad'invested'intheseforces.Infactsomeeven

Youcome faceto facewith destructionthe momentyou driVe felt that with the recent rise in poppy growing, which meant
out of Kabulairport, and togetherwith an occupationforce Afghanistanprovidingthreefourthof theworld'sopiumin2003,
armed to the teeth, which watches silently,it becomes an un- and millionsof dollarsexchanginghands, there is a strong pos-
nerving'Sightif you havestepped in from a free country. sibilitythat Afghanistan,like in the past, would once again be-

"How do you feel?", IaskanAfghan ashe steps out of the air~ come the hub of terrorism, They even questioned if the Taliban
craft, returning home after 25 years. "Absolutely numb", he had really got the country completely free of poppy towards the,
replies. Every day sees more and more educated and profession- end of their rule, disniissing it as propaganda.
ally qualified Afghans returning to Kabul unlike the millions of Consensus,emergedoIl,intelligence sharipg between officjals
refugeeswho havenothingto return to, , on bOthsides through the internet to stop the crossing over of

Ontheroads,incontrasttonearlyeverybUildinghavingbeen drugtraffickers. .
hitbybullets,missilesandrockets,areonly " , . That the US'continuesto pay hefty
the stunning and fragrant roses of Kabul, Evenif thevoters'lists are sums to the warlords, who may haveinter-
liningthe roads,growingin gay abundance , est in the Kabulgovernment, is question-
in homes and offices under the summer notcomplete,It appearsthat able.Moresowhen ~ost of the poppycul-
sun, holding a promise ~.d hope t~at electl

'onswill 4-..Ire
' '

place tivatedis ~der th~irco~~d. Withmostbeauty, peace and tranquillity will anse ~ oftheheromending'up illSide European

againfromthesoilofAfghanistan., !lnvwavwith no one s",,';ng borders, there is little interest for the US
"Allwe ,sayto our neighbours is please OIO&&Jn' \1 , IIJ,UI.~ to see these red flowers of destruction

support us in how.weconduct our policies awayfrom sayIng,thatIt IS bloom in face ?f.their ~oliticalaims.
and respectus for It,andyouwouldbewel-, " , 'I

'

h "You stop glVlng Taliban safe sanctuar-,

come. But if you disagree please don't in- bemghurnedtopeaset e ies inside your borders, and the unrest will
L.te~we.wlll-fespeGtyou.for that""'Whit HBut :if t' disappearovernightAiso~.th~n.&l!!.

says ProfessorGul RahmanQazi,who e ouse, .' VO mg supportfromPakistanthatseesthemtry-
heads the Department ofLaw andPolitical ever tookPlacet6find the ing to keep Afghanistan unstable," said
Scienc'e at the National Centre for Policy

ul' u. ~ " SibgitullahM4iiadidi,weakenedpolitically
Research (NCPR)at KabulUniversity. mostpop arm'ghan,It but stilla highlyrespectedreligiousleader,

He is part of tne first P3k-Afghan ilia- uldbe b Li'" f
'

Pansh
however, who most say stands no chance

logue looking at Problems and Prospects WO t e on0 er if electionsare held. Hewas speakingat a

for the Future. Thisis the brainchildofandthatwouldwin handsdown dinner thrown by Pakistan's soft spokensponsoredbytheBanns SeidelFoundation' , ambassador RustumMohmandwhichhad
and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation of - ' attracted the entire diplomaticcommunity
Gerinany, which brought Islamabad's Institute of Strategic Stud- in Kabul.
ies and the National Centre for Policy Studies face to face last
week in Kabul. ,

O
thers in private meetings said that lack of leadership in

The parameters for the dialogue were set in the fust ses- the Taliban,dwindlingresourcesand lackof clear political.1
sion, when hosts NCPR discouraged criticism ofUSpolicies objectives, apart from creating instability will not give
around the world particularly inside Afghanistan. "Let us not them any great gains. There appeared to be a voice ofsympathy
condemn third forces but rather start condemning ourselves by some Pashtuns that the areas under the Taliban, where the ma-
and try to fathom wherefue irritants lie and how we can over- jority were Pashtuns lived, wassuccessfully deweaponised of
come them", said Prof M Akbar Popal, Chancellor of Kabul Uni- large arms and now with coalition forCes bombarding them nearly
versityand Director NCPR, who felt that the answers had to every night,the morale is certainly low.
come from within. Popal has no interest in hard politics as he "The main reason why there are no big insurgencies inside,
spends his days aqd nights in bringing some semblance of Afghanistan tQday is that there are no safe sanctuaries inside Pak-
credibility to the University, which is thriving not only with stu- istan. A few may try to attempt to cross over but certainly no big
dents but also with new departments set up by foreign donors. scale opportunities like when the Soviets were here," he says. But
People 'like Popal are the new leaders, in the forefront ofthe perceptions are stronger than the truth and the ruined a,ndburnt

. fight for intellectual reconstruction, anxious to make up for Pakistanmission,lyingin ruins, i$a cruelreminderthat this time
timelost. at least,Islamabadshouldresisttemptationandstayawaywhile

TodayAfghanistanhas 20,000 coalitiontroops in additionto the Afghansdecide their future.
the 6,400 strong InternationalSecurityAssistanceForce. "Wecannot understand whysome countries are sympathetic

AlsOnot open for dIsCussionat 'the dialogue Werethe'Pakistani to a group of 'extreJrii8tsthat has declared war'on peace and pr°lt
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or M Musa Mard6fi .wh1'has
ap~tstamabaQ to come \l{Jwith.a listofAfsM!!.PJ;.iso.1lS~reo ~ .~ ns;~:,.' . .~blrt~O:>~ifIi!8BJI..9jf, 0 an,
m ~_1frmrmu'g ~Iated comes and the Vienna' crMi~o ~ , . . ~ not-corflPl~9I~Upe~at.
ventionwas cited. '.', tio~ takeplaceanyway withnooneShyingawayfromsaying

,This wasindeeda much needed dialogue where a format was, >,thatit is'being hurried to please the White' House. But if vot:ffig"
provided and a need wasfelt to move away from the 'stated po- ever took place to find the moSt popular Afghan, it wo\-ddbe the
sitions' and try and understand the other view in the fast chang- Lion ofPansherthat would win hands down. With his wrinkled
ing gea-strategic realities and if there were some issues too 'sen- brows under a brown Chitrali cap, at an angle on the back of his
sitive' to be discussed,then thiswasafter all, onlythe beginning head, which became legendary with this commander,Ahmed
of the dialogue. -- \ ShahMasoodposters are all over the capital, some even woven

The war on terror and §ecuring stab~ty in the regiOItSaw Dr ipto carpets. Long buried in rugged mountains, today, even
Shireen Mazari,~1!essing the ~eed ta have a wore constructi~e . Hamid Karzai pales in significance with the love and respect that

"".1>rocessto deal with security ISSuesand the need to Pers~e the Masood is revered with.
US that they have to alter their psyc!.teon iiJ.-Qaedaand stop their.

\, ll'evengefulapproachandadopt a more rationaloutlookon human The writer is a staff member
livesin the region. She questionedthe liberationo[Afghanistan prlncess@comsats.net.pk


