This slaughter of trees


A MAD fit is on to fell more trees along Lahore’s canal bank drive, with the city and Punjab governments having undertaken the slaughter of some 160 trees in the past week. The reason cited is the construction of a flyover that would connect the canal drive with the Thokar Niaz Beg intersection. The authorities are bent on chopping down a total of 315 trees to facilitate the project, which many believe is not needed. Plans are also afoot to add a third lane to the canal drive on either side over a 14 km-long stretch between Thokar and Dharampura. If carried out, it will rob the scenic drive of an estimated 10,000 more trees. Both the projects are being undertaken without a proper environmental impact assessment being carried out by the Environmental Protection Agency, as required under the law.

The unnecessary widening of roads to facilitate swift passage for an increasing number of vehicles was begun by the former Punjab chief minister Mian Shahbaz Sharif. It has since not only robbed Lahore of its tree-lined arteries but has also left a lasting impact on the quality of urban life. It all started with the widening of Ferozepur Road which led to the Sharifs’ Model Town residences. Next came the canal drive which, again, led to the Sharifs’ new estates at Raiwind. The few rich and famous who have since bought farm houses spread over acres in southern Lahore and would like to commute to and from there unhindered by heavy traffic should not be the sole arbiters of the building of underpasses and flyovers or the horizontal expansion of the existing roads. All this, while the really congested city centre remains a motorist’s nightmare. The present rulers would do Lahore a favour by not following the same path of lop-sided development.

