Stupid humans —Brian Cloughley
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The Pew Research Centre records that only 30 percent of Americans consider global warming to be an important topic, but this is hardly surprising, given the attitude of their elected representatives

Human beings are supposed to be at the top of the evolutionary tree. We are cleverer than other animals; we can make and use tools, we write books, we compose poetry and music and we paint pictures and play musical instruments. We have invented systems of government intended to better the lot of every human being. We are terribly civilised and advanced.

Or are we?

Consider the fact that we have designed and manufactured motor vehicles that are capable of travelling at over 200 miles per hour on our roads. These machines are on the market for all to purchase.

Well, perhaps not quite all, because the ordinary person can’t afford a couple of hundred thousand dollars to acquire a Porsche Vulgarity or a BMW Blingtoy, or whatever these things are called. But the message is there: the whiz is available if the cash is right. And even every ordinary car, as distinct from vastly expensive zoom-coffins, is capable of greatly exceeding the speed limit of most countries.

To be sure, there are countries without speed limits: Germany, Peru and Venezuela, for example. And in consequence they have enormous death rates. In Europe last year, over 40,000 people were killed on the roads, very many of them because drivers were speeding. Total European Union road casualties in 2006 were 1.28 million (down, it has to be said, from the 1990 figure of 1.48 million). Wouldn’t it be sensible to refrain from producing cars that can roar along so fast?

But no; we are human beings, so we don’t do rational things like that. The solution put forward by the EU, for example, is that there should be “more work to increase personal awareness of responsible driving, targeting driver behaviour through education and enforcement.” What a pathetic response. So the slaughter will continue.

Then there is the current international economic crisis, the cause of which is human greed. At the top of various organisations that make obscene amounts of money through dodgy financial manipulation were (and are) some supposedly brainy people. Their devotion to their grubby trade is unquestioned, as their only reason for living is to make money, and this requires they be involved in wheeling and dealing for an amazing number of hours every day. They are terribly clever and industrious, or so we keep being told.

And they almost destroyed the financial systems of the entire world. They have caused untold misery to countless millions of people. They were greedy, arrogant, mendacious and grotesquely incompetent. But few of them have suffered. One British bungling bling-bling bacterium, a con-man called Sir Fred Goodwin, loused up an entire bank, created even more unemployment, destroyed an already modest return on people’s savings (I have to declare a personal interest, here; no pun intended), and retired at age 50 with a life pension of almost a million dollars a year. And his fellow human beings let him get away with it.

In the United States, Mr Obama wants to establish a Consumer Financial Protection Agency to prevent fraud by misrepresentation. It was obvious that lots of clever bankers and other financial trash have profited mightily by over-charging and otherwise swindling gullible customers, so the Treasury Secretary, Timothy Geithner, declared that the new Agency “will have only one mission: to protect consumers”.

Customer protection, however, is not at all wanted by the flint-eyed, rock-hearted, squalid muck-a-mucks who run the world’s financial industry. As reported by the New York Times, “banks and mortgage lenders are placing top priority on killing the president’s proposal”, so we can be sure that there will be severe restrictions placed on implementation of financial protection rather than on the shenanigans of the institutionalised loan sharks.

Once again, commonsense is over-ruled by man’s manic quest for self-destruction.

When we consider self-destruction, the only greater menace to our existence than nuclear war is the catastrophic rate of global warming. And again there are people in Washington who want to do something about it. The US House of Representatives recently passed the American Clean Air and Security Act which aimed at reducing the threat. The Waxman-Markey climate change bill was watered down to the extent of being almost meaningless, yet passed by a mere handful of votes. It is likely that it will not get through Senate.

Why are so many people against action to reduce global warming?

212 US Representatives, presumably possessing at least some control of their mental faculties, voted against the bill. One of them, possibly the most stupid, was Representative Paul Broun of Georgia. He declared that climate change is nothing but a “hoax...perpetrated out of the scientific community”, in spite of overwhelming evidence on the part of the world’s most reputable scientists that the effects of climate change will verge on the cataclysmic. These oafs bow to pressure by farming interests, as well, of course, to the ever-baleful oil industry which, like agri-business, generously funds election campaigns.

Britain’s Royal Society, an unimpeachably impartial scientific body, states that “the impacts of climate change will fall disproportionately upon developing countries and poor persons within all countries, and thereby exacerbate inequities in health status and access to adequate food, clean water, and other resources.”

But many members of the US Congress aren’t interested in “poor persons” in their own country, never mind those who live elsewhere on the planet. Despite having what is probably the best information-providing agency on earth, the Congressional Research Service, a multitude of them remain dismally disconnected with the world outside their states and the diseased infighting in Washington.

The Pew Research Centre records that only 30 percent of Americans consider global warming to be an important topic, but this is hardly surprising, given the attitude of their elected representatives.

Unless there is immediate action to reduce global warming, the planet will die. Those who deny the effects of climate change are demonstrating an ostrich-like capacity for ignoring looming catastrophe. They are stupid humans.
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