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Pakistan is ‘least prepared’ to deal with frequent and devastating floods and inundation of land by rising sea levels. — File Photo 
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Poor nations need help with climate change: UN 



ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is ‘least prepared’ to deal with frequent and devastating floods,  droughts, glacial meltdown, monsoon failures, cyclones, declining agricultural yields and inundation of land by rising sea levels. 
 
This was stated by former UN Assistant Secretary-General and deputy executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme Shafqat Kakakhel at a press conference after the launching of the UN World Economic and Social Survey 2009 here on Wednesday. 

‘Ironically, developing countries have not contributed to the historic building up of greenhouse gases, which is leading to global warming and climate change. And Pakistan is least prepared to cope with the inevitable,’ said Mr Kakakhel. 

Criticising lack of planning at all levels to deal with climate change, he said: ‘So far there is no evidence of acclimatisation of our financial systems. Are we working with India and China to save our glaciers? Agricultural and research institutes need to be geared to a hotter planet. It is imperative to develop efficient technology, import or combine wherever necessary,’ he said. 

According to him, Pakistan does not seem to be prepared to provide water to an estimated 300 million people in the next 15 to 20 years. The speaker did not just regret the failure to implement environment laws but also pointed out rampant violations. ‘There has been relentless rampage of our forest. We need to learn lessons from India that has increased forest cover by 10 per cent.’

The survey, themed ‘Promoting Development, Saving the Planet’, called for stronger  efforts by advanced countries and meaningful participation by developing countries in reducing emissions while achieving sustained growth. 

The survey lays stress on measures to address consequences of rapid global urbanisation, and calls for widest possible development and diffusion of technology, large-scale strategic investments and an effective role by the state in achieving twin goal of climate stabilisation and equitable economic development. 

Highlighting elements essential for the proposed New Global Deal, the document gives specific suggestions for addressing the four pillars of global climate action, including an investment-based approach, collaborative agenda, firm commitment to phase out high-emissions growth.

