Islamabad’s air is degrading alarmingly 
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ISLAMABAD, Nov 30: The federal capital is turning into a ‘hot island’ from a ‘green city’ as the quality of air is degrading alarmingly. In November, the Air Quality Index (AQI) rose to 140.07 micro-gram/m against the safe limit of 35 micro-gram per cubic metre. 

According to the parameters of the index designed by the Central Laboratory for Environmental Analysis and Networking (CLEAN) of Pak-EPA, the quality of air would turn ‘hazardous’ - the last category of AQ - if remedial measures were not taken to improve the quality of air. 

The air quality of Islamabad has already crossed the categories of ‘good’, ‘moderate’ and ‘unhealthy’. 

Director General Pakistan Environment Protection Agency Asif Shuja Khan explained that as moisture in the air disappeared in the absence of rainfall coupled with pollution generated by vehicular traffic, stone crushers and construction activities; the quality of air deteriorated alarmingly and the capital city was moving towards a ‘hot island’. According to EPA-Pak estimates, 300,000 vehicles move on the streets and roads of the federal capital. At the same time, 90,000 vehicles pass through the GT Road, thus becoming a major source of pollution in the vicinity of the twin cities. The situation will continue to aggravate unless a bypass or ring road is built for all heavy traffic, Mr Shuja said. 

The Environmental Protection Agency, through the Gazette of Pakistan in August this year, published the National Environmental Quality Standards for Motor Vehicle Exhaust and Noise, limiting the level of smoke, carbon monoxide and noise for in-use vehicles besides introducing emission standards for diesel vehicles. The compliance of Pak-II, equivalent to the standards set under Euro-II, will come into effect from July 2012 on all imported and local manufactured diesel vehicles. 

Moreover, urban plantation is the need of the hour to check the degradation of environment, he said. The federal capital has seen over the past few years cutting of trees in the name of development and security. 

The motor vehicle examination system in the country is poor as private motor vehicles do not come into the net. Even smoke-emitting public transport goes unchecked. Mr Asif Shuja told Dawn that a plan prepared by Pak-EPA had been approved by the Central Working Development Party of the Planning Commission under which a law would be enacted to bring private vehicles under the motor vehicle examination system. 

