Environmental degradation costs Rs1bn daily: Gilani 
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani on Thursday called upon the nation to fight climate-change and local environmental degradation that posed serious threats to the health of the people and sustainable development.
This appeal came at the distribution ceremony of Green Journalist Awards held at the PM Secretariat.

Environmental degradation cost the national exchequer Rs365 billion every year, one billion rupees each day, he said. 

Air pollution, water contamination, land degradation, industrial or vehicular pollution, waste generation or poor disposal system, deforestation and above all climate change posed clear danger. 

‘All these have posed serious challenges not only to the health of our people but also towards sustainable development. But we have a long way to go to ensure cleaner environment for our present and coming generations,’ the prime minister said. 

‘The government alone could not meet this gigantic task until every Pakistani fulfils his responsibility in a country where forest cover is far less than the internationally prescribed standards and air pollution level was four to five times higher than the WHO prescribed standards,’ he added. 

Water contamination, effluent treatment and saving rivers and small tributaries from contamination to save marine life were other challenges. ‘But this situation should not discourage us and deter our journey towards a cleaner Pakistan,’ he said. 

Mentioning progress in the sanitation sector, Prime Minister Gilani said Pakistan was leading the regional countries in overall sanitation cover. 

‘Though a large segment of our society still awaits this facility, we have been acknowledged as the top country with sanitation cover at SACOSAN-III in New Delhi last year,’ he claimed. 

 ‘Pakistan is among the top 12 vulnerable countries of the world to climate change. I will urge not only the policy makers within the country to adopt mitigation and adaptation measures but also call upon the international community, particularly developed nations, to support the developing countries like Pakistan with financial as well as technical assistance. In this scenario, there was need to prepare people for any catastrophe which may hit them due to climate change.’ 

Media had an important role to play in creating awareness among masses, and contribute towards policy-making with their valuable input. 

The prime minister appreciated their endeavours and on their request announced the setting up of Pakistan Forum for Environmental Journalists and accepted their request to become its patron-in-chief. 

