Developing countries boycott Copenhagen climate talks

* African nations accuse rich countries of trying to kill existing UN climate pact 
* Report says fewer natural disasters in 2009

COPENHAGEN: China, India and other developing nations boycotted UN climate talks on Monday, bringing negotiations to a halt with their demand that rich countries discuss much deeper cuts in their greenhouse gas emissions.

The move disrupted the 192-nation conference and forced the cancellation of formal working groups, delaying the frantic work of negotiators trying to resolve technical issues before the arrival of more than 110 world leaders later this week. The developing countries want to extend the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which imposed penalties on rich nations if they did not comply with its strict emissions limits but made no such binding demands on developing nations.

“I don’t think the talks are falling apart, but we’re losing time,” said Kim Carstensen, of the World Wildlife Fund. The developing countries “are making a point”. The dispute came as the conference entered its second week, and only days before more than 100 world leaders, including President Barack Obama, were scheduled to arrive in Copenhagen. “Nothing is happening at this moment,” Zia Hoque Mukta, a delegate from Bangladesh, told The Associated Press. He said developing countries have demanded that conference president Connie Hedegaard of Denmark bring the industrial nations’ emissions targets to the top of the agenda before talks can resume.

Kyoto Protocol: Poor countries, supported by China, say Hedegaard had raised suspicion that the conference was likely to kill the Kyoto Protocol. The US withdrew from Kyoto over concerns that it would harm the US economy and that China, India and other major greenhouse gas emitters were not required to take action. China is now the world’s largest greenhouse gas polluter. “We are seeing the death of the Kyoto Protocol,” said Djemouai Kamel of Algeria, the head of the 50-nation Africa group. It was the second time the Africans have disrupted the climate talks. UN climate chief Yvo De Boer said Hedegaard was holding informal consultations with delegates “to get things going”.

Natural disasters: The UN, separately, reported on Monday natural disasters in 2009 claimed the smallest annual toll in human life and economic loss in a decade but continued to be overwhelmingly climate related. Some 58 million people have been affected by 245 natural calamities so far this year, more than 90 percent of them weather events amplified by climate change, according to the preliminary figures. Just over 8,900 people have been killed by disasters of all kinds, with 80 percent of those deaths climate-related, said the report from the Centre for Research on Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED) in Belgium, working for the UN’s World Health Organisation (WHO). agenices

