Climate change crises 
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 THE fallout of climate change, such as the increasing number of unusual and extreme weather events and glacial melt, is already in evidence across the globe. Even if the world’s major polluters reach a consensus soon over emission-reduction targets it would be years before the damage inflicted is reversed even partially. It is therefore imperative that developing countries such as Pakistan, which will be the worst affected by the consequences of climate change and that are poorly equipped to deal with these, take steps to prepare for a grim future. Pakistan’s population is expected to reach 300 million in 15 to 20 years. By that time water and food needs would have increased manifold. Shortages of dietary staples and potable water are already in evidence, and it is predicted that the country will be extremely water-stressed within the next decade and a half. When the desertification effects of global warming are factored in, it can be said with certainty that the country will soon be facing the dilemma of having a lower acreage of arable land provide for the food needs of a far larger population. Unfortunately, this frightening scenario does not seem to have dawned on our policymakers.

Pakistan must formulate and implement effective safeguards against such an eventuality. Aggressive measures include resolving contentious issues such as the construction of dams. Small- to medium-scale reservoirs may prove useful, particularly in areas such as Mardan, Swabi and parts of Balochistan and Sindh that experience heavy rains or floods during the monsoons but are water-stressed at other times. Other measures can range from employing modern farming techniques and making it profitable for small-scale farmers to grow food crops, to enforcing environmental laws, curbing deforestation and preventing any further reduction in catchment areas. It is ironic that while the world’s richest countries are collectively responsible for much of the historic emissions that have led to this fast-building environmental crisis, it is the developing countries that stand to suffer most. As the planet warms up, Pakistan will have to meet the challenge of effectively utilising every possible resource, or else face disaster. 

