Altered reality
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CLIMATE change is a reality and countries have to tackle the situation as best as they can. There is little denial of the fact that while developed countries are most at fault for the high rates of emissions causing climate change, it is countries such as Pakistan — amongst the lowest emitters — that will increasingly be the worst victims. Pakistan`s situation looks doubly grim: its agriculture-based economy has suffered a massive blow as a result of the floods this summer, themselves linked by some quarters to climate change. And, even before the floods, there were concerns that the state was failing to promote the use of new and water-efficient growth technologies in the agricultural sector, which remains characterised by outmoded and uneconomical practices.

These grim realities were highlighted at the Pre-Cancun Climate Change Conference in Islamabad on Wednesday. Indeed, former minister of state for environment, Malik Amin Aslam, referred to 2010 as the year of a climatic catastrophe for the country. To whatever extent this may be true, there is no denying that, as Mr Aslam said, many developed countries can rightly be criticised for failing to honour the commitments made at Copenhagen. The problem is that countries such as Pakistan, which stand to lose the most, have little influence over countries that need to restrict their emissions. Given that scenario, it behoves us to put in place safety measures and institute practices and technologies that improve agricultural output while catering to the altered reality represented by climate change. This includes not only direct interventions in farming technologies but also indirect measures such as bringing population growth rates under control and educating the populace. A country such as Pakistan, already water-stressed and suffering from food scarcities, can simply not afford to fail to prepare.
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