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Fly zones

The new law stipulating that kite flyers must seek prior permission from the concerned union nazim draws a mixed response

By Ali Raza

The Punjab government's move to register kite flyers as well as the kite and twine manufacturers before lifting ban on the sport, has complicated the issue. Most of the kite flyers are in a fix whether to get themselves registered or not.

Punjab government on Saturday last promulgated Punjab Prohibition of Kite Flying (Amendment) Ordinance 2007, incorporating in it the recently announced measures to make the sport and its allied business[image: image1.jpg]


 people-friendly. The new law has enhanced punishments for violators. The earlier ordinance was promulgated on Oct 21, 2006. A related bill already approved by the Punjab Assembly's standing committee concerned was pending approval.

According to the amended ordinance, people intending to fly kites on rooftops of their houses or of any building, or at a public place like a park during the permitted days would have to seek prior permission from the concerned union nazim.

Copies of the permission would have to be submitted before the SHO of the police station concerned, giving an undertaking that the applicant would not use or allow the use of prohibited kites and twine or any other dangerous material (like tandi or metal wire). No one would be allowed to fly kites without permission even during the permitted days and violations would lead to six-month imprisonment and Rs 100,000 fine.

A number of kite flyers interviewed by The News on Sunday strongly rejected the law under which they have to get themselves registered. "In case I get myself registered and an accident occurs in my area, the police will directly come to my house and arrest me whether it's my mistake or not," says Khurram, a resident of Faisal Town. He suggests the government should regularise the sale of twine and its manufacturers should be stopped from making very strong twine to avert accidents instead of registering kite flyers.

Muzammil, a resident of Samanabad, says if he does not get himself registered, he would be arrested. And if he follows the law and goes for registration he has to go through a tedious procedure for that.

"This move will create problems for kite flyers besides discouraging people from participating in the cultural event," says Muhammad Iftikhar, a professional kite flyer. He says the move will open new venues of corruption for the city district government as well as police and they will not allow or issue license to the people who are not 'cooperating'.

Abdul Waheed, who is known to be a pioneer in organising Jashn-e-Baharaan festival in Lahore and is known as 'Dada Ustad' in kite flying sport, says making registration mandatory for kite flyers is an impossible thing to do. "Do you think the union council Nazim and SHO will give permission to every person of their area to fly kite. They don't have so much time and if some untoward incident takes place, once again it will be difficult to fix responsibility," he says, urging the government to amend the ordinance.

"Let's assume that the local residents manage to get themselves registered for flying kites. What about the non-residents of Lahore who come here from different parts of the country to celebrate the occasion. What about the foreigners and Pakistanis living abroad who are planning to come to Lahore to enjoy the event," he maintains.

Basant festival is the identity of Lahore but now India has planned to celebrate Basant in different cities. Several Indian tv channels are advertising this in which they claim to celebrate the event like it is celebrated in Lahore.

The government announced to hold basant festival because last year it lost millions of US dollars in revenue and this year India announced to hold this mega event to attract thousands of tourists who used to come to Lahore every year. "Basant is not only a festival for kite flying, it has become a major source of income in the provincial metropolis as it provides work to hundreds of thousands of people and accelerates economic activity," says Abdul Waheed and suggests the government to save this cultural event from being hijacked.

The new ordinance continued ban on kite flying as it was imposed under the previous law. It retained the three-year imprisonment for violators besides enhancing fine from Rs 40,000 to Rs 100,000. Punishment for violation of the rules was prescribed as six-months imprisonment and Rs 100,000 fine.

Sheikh Saleem, Chairman All Pakistan Kite Flying Sports Association (APKFSA) said the association tabled a number of suggestions to the government to make the sport attractive and safe. "We are constantly in touch with the government and want proper legislation before reopening of the sport," he says, pleading protection of lives is the first aim of the association.

Under the amended ordinance the government announced introducing reduced size of kites, certain strength of twine, its harmless preparation and ban on spool (charkhi) through rules of the ordinance framed by the provincial government. Sheikh Saleem says this was done on the recommendation of the association.

The only way to stop accidents is to impose restriction on plying motorcycles in the city without a safety antenna. "The antenna is the cheapest measure that can reduce incidents to zero," he claims. All the motorists should be directed to use antenna while the government should direct all motorcycle manufacturers to fix antenna on every new bike. He also claims that the government has agreed to this suggestion.

"We have also proposed the government to identify some places outside the city like Jallo Park and Raiwind so that anyone who wants to fly kite could go there and enjoy the activity," he says.

He concludes that the association will not celebrate Basant if it is allowed for two days only. He also appeals to the Punjab government to quash all the cases already registered against kites and twine manufacturers to enable them to rejoin their former business in peace of mind.

The new ordinance has authorised the district governments to form a single registered association of kite manufacturers in a district. The association would comprise of kite sellers and manufacturers and it would perform the role of a self-accountable body, ensuring the preparation and sale of only the prescribed kites and twine to eliminate use of dangerous material. It would also, under the law, report violations to the government for action.

