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	Past to present — how kitestring became deadly
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By Shahnawaz Khan

LAHORE: Basant was supposed to be celebrated tonight (Saturday) and (Sunday), but because of the Punjab government’s ban on kite flying, enthusiasts do not have much to look forward to.

The Spring Festival 2006 is being held, but all kite flying events have been cancelled. The following is a brief history of the components of kite flying and why kitestring has become deadlier over the years.

Types of kitestring: Earlier, kite flyers mainly used dor (kitestring) called 10 number, 12 number, 12 chain (sangal), paanch reech and do reech, which were made with three, four, six or nine layers of cotton string. Children used 10 number and 12 number while professional kite flyers used paanch reech and doe reech. Kite flyers were not also too keen on elastic kitestring and cords imported from the UK including pachaas ghoray and 50 Oxlay and 100 Oxlay were dropped.

In the early 1980s, investors introduced nylon cord to make larger profits, but khalifas rejected the cord and decided to fly kites with nine-ply cotton thread.

They rejected the nylon cord, saying it would damage traditional kite flying. They said cotton thread sliced through the competitor’s kitestring while nylon cord broke it, which was against traditional rules. They also said kites could not be controlled correctly with nylon cord.

Types of kites: Rhombus-shaped kites are flown in India, Japan, China and most of Pakistan, but a kite of a different shape called patang is flown in the Walled City.

A patang is made up of a nukka, dhol, paindi and dum.

Nukka is the pointed head of the patang, dhol is the torso, paindi is the lower part and dum is the tail. The components are held together by bamboo called gazz.

There are four types of patangs called chow gitthi (a patang with a four-foot-wide dhol), sarh (a patang with a 4.5-foot-wide dhol) and paanch gitthi (a patang with a five-foot-wide dhol). Kite flyers usually fly sarh during competitions.

There were many designs called shistru, gulhair, teera, paana, kashti and salara. A different kind of patang called kup has a U-shaped paindi and the method used to engage it in kite battles is different from that of the patang. The rhombus-shaped kite also has several kinds called gudda, guddi, parri, machar, sharla and Lucknow-cut. People who cannot fly patangs fly the rhombus-shaped kite. Kite flying experts say people have been flying kites in the sub-continent for several thousand years.

Deadly kitestring: Dor makers have traditionally laced their product with manjha (a mixture of crushed glass, colour, egg and starch solution) for kite flyers to be able to compete with others in cutting their kitestring.

Kitestring started to become deadlier over the past four years, as kitestring makers started using different mixtures to make the competition of kite fighting more challenging. The original kitestring, which was made of cotton thread, has been replaced by thick thread (moti dor) made by wrapping 32 to 42 lines (of thread) together. The layers are then laced with iron filings and diamond filings (only on special demand).
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