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	VIEW: Go fly a kite! — Syed Mansoor Hussain
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Due to political imperatives it is easier to stop one of the few remaining sources of entertainment for our people than it is to prevent the hazardous behaviour of parents carrying unprotected children on motorcycles. Obviously if any attempt is made to limit the number of people riding on a motorcycle then that will lead to politically embarrassing demands 

Before I go any further I must confess that much like Charlie Brown, I have never been able to fly a kite. And, I must also confess that I have never been able to drive a motorcycle either, let alone a motorcycle with my entire family of five riding on it. As such, to use a saying from the old country, I do not have a dog in this fight. But, that does not stop me from having an opinion about it. 

First, something about motorcycles and children riding on them. Motorcycles are dangerous vehicles at the best of times and carrying infants or young children on them would be considered child endangerment in most civilised and law abiding societies. So much so that in almost any neighbourhood in the US, if parents were seen riding on a motorcycle with any small children with them, they would be immediately arrested and the children handed over to a foster agency for protection.

As far as kite flying is concerned, in most civilised and law abiding societies it would be considered a slightly frivolous but entirely harmless pastime with little potential for injury besides a few bruised egos of the likes of Charlie Brown and me who just cannot get a kite up in the air and keep it there. So, one of the questions that has been bothering me for the last few weeks is how come the generally benign pastime of kite flying has been transformed into a dangerous activity in Pakistan while a dangerously criminal act like carrying unprotected children on a motorcycle is entirely acceptable?

The death of a child is always a tragedy. The safety of a child is however primarily the responsibility of the parents. It is they who must ensure that their children are not exposed to circumstances that might be dangerous to their well being. Unfortunately the welfare of children is not a priority in our society. The number of children out there begging on the streets or working in shops under abominable conditions would well illustrate this point. And, in my opinion carrying small children on motorcycles is not too far removed from child endangerment if not outright abuse. 

It is rank hypocrisy that multitudes of children are allowed to run around busy streets begging or selling trinkets but when one of them gets run over by some vehicle people burst out in spasms of self righteous indignation. The same hypocrisy is evident when it comes to children getting injured by stray kite strings while being driven around on motorcycles or else falling off rooftops or getting injured while following a kite across a street. When this happens, in my opinion it is their parents who carry the blame and the responsibility for what happened. 

Now to the question of the murderous strings used for kite flying. Preparation of specially coated string is a pretty obvious activity since it has to be done in a place large enough to allow poles placed at a considerable distance on which the string is wound and then coated. It is inconceivable that preparation of this string can be done so secretly that the intrepid men and women of our police who can round up every miscreant or member of any opposition party in their area at a moment’s notice cannot find where and by whom such strings are being prepared. 

There are many sensible suggestions around to make kite flying safer. These include a ban on metal and unbreakable sharp strings and the use of protecting rods on motorcycles and bicycles, especially during the season. But, there will always be accidents and young people will follow a stray kite often at great risk. Unfortunately, there are no suggestions on the table to limit the carrying of children on motorcycles. 

Just today I saw a young man carrying an infant on his motorcycle, an infant who was much too young to sit up. He held the child with one hand while navigating his bike with the other. And this in rush hour traffic on The Mall.

Some final words about stray kite strings, children and motorcycles. Why is it that only small children are killed or seriously injured in such accidents? The reason is obvious. Small children sitting in front of the driver are clutching on to whatever they can to stay put. When a string hits them, they do not have a free hand to tackle it and perhaps don’t even realise what is happening until it is too late. The driver, obviously unaware of what is going on keeps his speed up allowing the string to slice the unprotected neck of the child with full force. 

Clearly those that fly the kites with forbidden string must share the blame with the parents who place the lives of their children at risk. To blame only one side is just plain wrong. Due to political imperatives it is easier to stop one of the few remaining sources of entertainment for our people than it is to prevent the hazardous behaviour of parents carrying unprotected children on motorcycles. Obviously if any attempt is made to limit the number of people riding on a motorcycle then that will lead to politically embarrassing demands for affordable alternative methods of public transportation. 

Let us presume for a moment that all motorcyclists start using protective bars, killer strings are no longer available and metal strings that produce recurrent tripping of electricity also disappear. Would the campaign to ban kite flying stop forever then? The answer of course is no. The reason being that much of the anger against kite flying is really being driven by the bearded brigades of the self righteous supported by their anti-fun allies. Not having been able to stop New Year’s celebrations and the mixed marathon, they managed to do in St Valentines and have now done in Basant. 

Syed Mansoor Hussain has practised and taught medicine in the US. He can be reached at smhmbbs70@yahoo.com
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