Don't cheat!

 

Cutting edge


I Hassan
Providence had given us a unique gift in the shape of a festival which not only gave joy to the local people of Lahore but also attracted hordes of tourists from all over Pakistan. Whilst Rio de Janeiro and Munich in Germany have their own festivals, these are the usual noisy boisterous affairs that do not make them individual and distinctive.

The festival of basant, the celebration of rebirth of spring, in Lahore had become a joyous festival when myriads of kites dotted the sky and people entered into kite-cutting contests with other kite enthusiasts. The kites so cut would limp to the ground with hordes of children chasing them to 'loot' them.

Over the years, this basant ritual became a tradition unlike anything, anywhere. Here was a gift from the gods for nowhere in the world was there such an innocuous sport and the like of it existed nowhere. On this spontaneously created sport, a festival was growing and had in fact consolidated. There is only just one other example of such a unique festival having established itself and that is 'holi', the festival of spring that is celebrated throughout India. As it is not confined to one place and is diffused, even though it is joyous when coloured water is squirted on another person, jocularly albeit, because it is happening all over India, it cannot and does not acquire the status of a festival.

Our celebration of basant, spring, by flying myriad of kites has begotten an aura all is own. The kite flyers, despite there being no monetary gain in cutting the other fellow's kite, in order to achieve this objective, began to use steel wire or twine laced with ground glass to make the twine sharp as a razor so that when it raced through the other person's twine, it cut it like a razor. In addition to the danger this twine posed to human life, the metal twine by falling on electric supply lines conducted electricity and electrocuted various people, particularly children.

In order to contain this menace, the Punjab government has banned the flying of kites so that this year, the basant festival was a damp squib. In doing so, they have thrown the baby out with the bath water.

This is wrong. The festival should be promoted and nurtured. It could be made world famous so that it can attract tourists from all over the world. In mid-March, winter is still lingering in the US and Europe. People in those countries, accustomed as they are to going on their annual holiday, would have loved to take this opportunity to be out in the benign sunshine watching the contest between various kites in the sky.

You cannot regulate the festival by killing it; banning it. What needs to be done is to regulate it like any other game such as football or hockey. Above all, we need to emphasise the concept of fair play in the game and introduce the concept of foul by declaring the use of wire string as foul.

The only way to tackle this problem is to establish the concept of non-cheating. That is a hard thing to achieve among our people. Regrettably, one has to say that our people cheat at every step in every walk of life. The concept of fair sport does not exist -- be it getting a big contract or just a license. Our people, unless vigilantly checked, will cheat. Even the fear of God does not prevent them from doing so.

This precious land of Pakistan was carved out of India so as to enable the Muslims of India to have a land of their own wherein they could practice their Islamic virtues without let or hindrance. This objective could not be achieved in full as there are more Muslims in India than in Pakistan.

It, however, still is achieved to the extent that for those that are in Pakistan there can be no excuse that the Hindus are preventing them from being pious and that they are being prevented from practising the joyous teachings of Islam.

As all know, it is prohibited to cheat according to Islamic injunctions. Until we can follow that and practice it, there is no use blaming the Hindus for our lack of virtue. The festival of basant in Lahore can only be rescued and regulated by renouncing cheating and adopting sportsmanlike methods.
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