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Education is a vital instrument for a state’s development. Young people are considered as the future of the nation. In Pakistan, this future seems to be at risk. This is due to poor educational facilities, poverty, lack of awareness, and coherence in the educational system. 
Education is considered as an investment, and its importance has been highlighted since the beginning of time. In his writings, Plato argued that “if a man neglects education, he walks lame to the end of his life”.
An estimated 22.8 million children aged 5-16 are out of school in Pakistan, which is 44 per cent of the total population of that age group, Unicef. Though these 22.8 million children have many revolutionary ideas, their lack of education will prevent them from putting them to use.
Given the interchangeable relationship between education and economic growth, this is likely to have a significant impact on Pakistan’s overall GDP development. Education helps people develop and improve their lives. And as education opens gates for career opportunities, people develop much-needed social skills and confidence, which in turn help them contribute towards the nation’s economic growth.
According to reports by the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), Pakistan tends to have an inequitable and inadequate distribution of education, which is likely to result in a negative impact on the per-capita income. Pakistan’s education system has been divided into many different sectors which has resulted in disparity and discrimination between citizens. While women and those living in rural regions are frequently left behind, men and those living in urban areas are more likely to have access to a better standard of education.
The gaps between students who have completed SSC/FSC and those who have completed O and A Levels are widening. The SSC/FSC system offers far less variety of subjects compared to international standards. Students are being taught out-of-date material in addition to the curriculum’s inadequate quantity. The matric/inter curriculum makes it less probable for students to be accepted in foreign universities and have access to the same opportunities as O/A level students have.
To fight against this imbalance, it is imperative to ensure that a single unified national curriculum is introduced which is followed by both public and private schools on all levels. By taking such measures the distinction between the upper, lower, and middle classes will be reduced as they will be receiving the same standard of education. This will result in an equal range of opportunities that one may benefit from since the skills possessed by everyone are likely to be of similar quality.
By reducing the distinction and ensuring that everyone has equal opportunities, elitism is likely to come to an end. This is because those who are from low-income households will be able to take advantage of the similar prospects as available to those of the privileged background. Increasing competition in the market results in people receiving good jobs and opportunities based on their credentials, not merely based on their family background.
It is also crucial to ensure that further awareness of the importance and value of education is given in rural areas. Currently, according to statistics provided by the Ministry of Education, the literacy rate in rural areas is 45 per cent. The consequence of this is that it has resulted in rural-urban immigration, as people in search of better opportunities in education and employment tend to move to urban areas.
Pakistan has long suffered from the gender disparity in the country’s education sector. Currently, more than 40 per cent of Pakistani women do not have formal education, the effects of which are both social and economical. Former minister for human rights Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada thinks that one of the main reasons for child marriages in Pakistan is lack of education. These child marriages further impact society negatively as they result in a higher rate of population growth.
It is important for policymakers to understand that developing women’s potential can also have a significant effect on economic growth. The 20th century saw a significant shift in the economies of numerous nations as more women continued their education and entered the workforce in greater numbers.
As per a study conducted by the John Hopkins Institute for Clinical and Translational Research in 2019, educated women and those who are ready to join the labour force will help the nation boost its economic growth as there will be a wider pool of labour and this is likely to raise productivity.
Women with education have a higher likelihood of being aware of the problems related to abuse and violence. A woman’s confidence increases with each year of education; a self-assured woman is more inclined to work outside home and stand on her feet.
The constitution, in Article 25A, provides the right to free and compulsory education to children between the ages of five and 16. Additionally, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) devotes two articles to the right to education, namely Article 13 and Article 14, and as Pakistan has ratified the ICESCR, it makes it essential for it to adhere to the principles laid in the covenant. Pakistan’s constant failure to ensure the 22.8 million children, who have been denied their right to education is a breach of not only their constitutional obligations but also the breach of their national and international obligations.
The general economic situation of Pakistan is projected to improve with an enhanced educational system and by providing free and mandatory education to everyone. Along with encouraging entrepreneurship and technical advancements, education can boost productivity and creativity.
Education also helps society to grow at large. Currently, Pakistan is facing a surge in crime rates. Education helps shape an affluent society to live in by knowing and respecting rights, laws and regulations. Those who are educated have better job prospects and acknowledge the eminence of hard work, and the distinction between right and wrong. Education helps them become better citizens, hence reducing the crime rate and increasing the standard of living.
Ultimately, education reforms and providing mandatory and free education in Pakistan are a necessity, imperative for the nation’s progress. It is high time we prioritized and enhanced the educational framework as it is an instrumental tool to unlock Pakistan’s untapped potential and pave the way for a prosperous future. Let’s remember that the strength of a nation lies in an educated society.
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