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Boycott of B Com papers has

become a regular feature. This

year it took the form of a riot.

-The question is how to prevent

it in future
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yatery shrouds the
boycaott of the B

Com Cost

Accounting paper

glmost three

weeks back. The boyeott had
been followed by rolking.

The'  paper ‘of (Coast

Accounting (new course) as
part of the anmaal examination
2003 was boyeotted by a group
of candidates at six of 4 total
46 examination centres in
Lahare on the pretext that the
questions in the paper were ol
of course.

The candidates maintained
that questions numbering 6, 7
and & in the paper were com-
pletely aut of course while fig-
ures i the question number B
were wrong. Some candidates
tore off thelr answershests sy
also forced other candidates 1
do the same. The boycott was
observed at Hailey College of
Commerce {Punjab University
New Campus), PU Old Campus,
Samanabad College, Pilot High
Sehool Allama Tobal Town and
Model Degree College Modé]
Town. .

The examination for
Auditing (old course) which
was being held simultaneously
was ‘also boyeotted, The' candis
dates tore off their answer-
sheets and left the premises.
They regretted that the invigi-
ating staff on duty at the cen

€ paid ne heed to thelr com-
aings. "The paper of Cost
Actounting (old course) way
also boycotted 4 weak earlier
on the ground that it had ques-
tions which were out of colrse.

B Com examinations are
replete with protests and boy-
. eotts. This has been going on
for years, The boycott 'of the
paper on June 24 was upprece-
dented in the sense that it was
violent, in nature. For once, a
particular student group that
was always held responsible for
such aets in the university, was
not found guilty this time
arpiind. The protest was appar-
ently pre-planned.

didates at around 5:15 pm, see-
ond at around 4:20 pm and the
third at around 5:00 pm and
the number of protesters kepi
increasing with each attack,”

“Not all of the protesters
were B Com candidates. 1t
seemed that some outsiders
were also accompanying them,”
he said. The Law College staff,
security guwirds and the vice-
chaneellor himself managed to
get hold of as many as 13 agita-
tors who were handed over 'to
police: An FIR was registered,
he'stated.

An inquiry was also ordesdd
by PU administratio
inquiry team eonsist
Dean of Sciences,
Akhter, Dean
Mulammad §

Om examinations are replete

Hailey College: where boycatt and the subsequent riot originated,

sion of the vice chancellor.” he
saifl. "According to our log-
book, the first call from the uni-
versity was recelved at around
2:30 pm. A sub-inspector
immediately rushed to the spot
bt e was told by the universi-
ty registrar that they did not
nied the police around.”

Aftab Cheema said the next
call was received at around
3:30-3:45 pm, and SHO Muslim
Town immediately rushed to
the trouble spot. “He was told
by the registrar that more force
was needed to bring the situa-
ton under control, Half an hour
0T 50 Was spent on arranging
anti-riot reseive force and
sveryihing was under control
by 5:00-5:15 pm. SP Saddar,
Raja Riffst had also reached the
spot by then,” he stated,

The police arrested more
than 200 B Com candidates
over the next two days. It
seemed the police had arrested
almost every youngsier they
suspected of having anything to
do with the B Com examina-
tion. This ereated a problem for
the university administration, of
telling the guilty from the inno-
cent, a university official said.
The legal adviser to the unfier-
i ile a request before
firt for granting interim
to the arrested youngsters
in order to allow them to
appear in the remaining papers.

S8P Operations refused to
lake blame for arresting the
innocent. “When the university
administration gave us a list of
candidates appearing at the
respective examination centres,

with protesis and boycoitts,
This has been going on for
vears. The boycott of the paper
on June 24 was unprecedented
in the sense that it was violent
in nature. The protest was

apparently pre-planned.
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and Technology, Dr Arif Butt,
The inguiry report was submit-
ted to the university administra-
ton later and it has been learnt
that most of the blame for the
vinlent episode has heen placed
on the police authorities. It is
gsaid the situation could have
been brought under control if
the police had-arrived in time.
Moreaver, some respansibili-
1y has also been placed an the
administration of Hailey
College which allowed the situ-
ation to become serious, inside
sources revegled. The absence

we refused to arrest them fndis-
criminately. Students found
innocent in initial investigation
were released immediately The
proceedings were carried out
whole-heartedly against those
who had made a mockery of the
examination system,” he said.

He stressed the university
administration should have
informed the police much earli-
er if it was fearing any sort of
trouble. The situation worsened
because of internal quarters of
the university, he said.

e Muhammad Nasem .

theit students to = agitate
because the paper was not con-
ducive to their style of teach-
ing. All he said was, “Students
of some private commerce col-
leges showed more aggression
(during the boyeott episode).”
He said this was after two
years that the examination of a
B Com paper was boycotted,
otherwise it was & routine every
year, the real eauses of which
could not be known. But TNS
found that Cost Accounting
paper was boycotted in Halley
College New Campus even last
year. And two years back anoth-
er paper of B Com Part I was
caneelled due to hooligirism,

Zaheer Putt, 2 senior profes-

sor of Hailey College who had
set the controversial Cost
Accounting paper, sald the
questions in the paper were
taken from the course hook
approved by the Board of
Studies of Commerce, When
asked about the possibility of
ahy external influence in effect-
ing-a boyeott, he said he could
not say anything with surety.
“Private colleges and academies
prepare notes of 10-15 short
questions and offer a guarantes
of success to their students,” he
Said.

A university official sald on
the condition of anonymity that
education Wad become a busi-
ness and mafias had started
eXerting pressure one way or
the other. Many dcsdemies and
colleges teaching commerce
subjects had made an effort to
ensure that papers were set in a
manner that would help their
students achieve better grades.
When everything went accord-
ing to plan, no confrontation
necurred. “Boyeotts and agita-
tions erupt when their plans are
disrupted,” he remarked.

TNS tried to contact the
principals of various private
commerce colleges in the city
bt nope of them was willing to
say anything with reference to
this controversy, When pressed
for some details, some of them
alleged that the PU administra-
tinn was dragging them into the
controversy which was totally
tnealled for,

“Btudents choose to come
here because of the peaceful
gtmosphere that we offer them
anil becanss of our outstanding
track record,” one of them.
seeking anomymity, said,

Meanwhile, all the arrested
students are on interim bail-and
are waiting for the verdiet of
legal proceedings and universi-
ty's internal probe. Thieir fiture
hangs in balanee. One of them,
talking to TNS, said he along
with many other candidates was
attempting the paper when the
attacking group forced every-
one to boyeott it. He said those
who resisted the attackers were
besten up and humilisted.

Tha PIT Poaard f Shrdios Tn

{



